
 
 
 

 

JCU Graduate Student Symposium 30 October 2014 

Time Presenter 
Townsville Room 134.102 

Cairns Room A21.001 
Singapore D01-03 

Presenter 
Townsville Room 134.105 

Cairns Room A21.002 
Singapore Not Available 

EST: 
2.00pm-2.30pm 
 
Singapore: 
12.00pm – 12.30pm  

 Florence Boulard 
 
Primary Supervisor:  
Dr Pauline Taylor 
 

Australia and the French Pacific Islands: 
Educational Strategies for the 
Development of Internationally-Minded 
Young Australians 
Florence is a modern languages lecturer and 
PhD student. 

Ellen Field (Cairns) 
 
Primary Supervisor: 
Prof  Robert 
Stevenson 
 

Facebook: an Affinity Space for Young 
People’s Environmental Learning and 
Action.  
Ellen was awarded a Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council of Canada 
scholarship and holds a James Cook 
University International Researcher Award. 

EST:  
2.40pm – 3.10pm 
 
Singapore:  
12.40pm - 1.10pm 

 Katherine Tucker 
 
Primary Supervisor: 
Dr Brian Lewthwaite  

Tensions in Enacting Care Theory as a 
Pedagogical Practice 
Katherine is completing Honours in Early 
Childhood Education.  She has previously 
worked in adult education and the 
community sector and is a recipient of the 
JCU Sarah Power Medal for Inclusive 
Education 

 Reece Mills 
(Brisbane) 
 
Primary Supervisor: 
Dr Louisa Tomas 
Engel 

Learning for Conceptual Change in 
Earth Science Education. 
Reece is a secondary teacher in Brisbane 
and is a recipient of an Australian 
Postgraduate Award. 

EST:  
3.20pm – 3.50pm  
 
Singapore:  
1.20pm – 1.50pm 

Lyn Nichols 
 
Primary Supervisor: 
Dr Brian Lewthwaite 

Aboriginal and Islander Teacher 
Education Program (AITEP): Past 
Reflections for Future Considerations in 
Indigenous Education 
As an Aboriginal Australian, Lyn has lived 
experiences in Indigenous Education for 58 
years. She is currently a lecturer and PhD 
student. 

Stefanie Biancotti 
(Cairns) 
 
Primary Supervisor: 
Dr Kelsey Halbert 

Implementation of Australian National 
History and Geography Curriculum 
Initiatives by a Queensland Social 
Science Department: Secondary 
Teachers’ Agency and Curriculum 
Change 
Stefanie is a secondary teacher in Cairns 
and has over ten years teaching experience. 

EST:  
4.00pm – 4.30pm 
 
Singapore:  
2.00pm – 2.30pm 

Gail MacDonald 
 
Primary Supervisor: 
Dr Helen Boon 
 

Student support during parental 
deployment. 
Gail has 16 years of experience in working 
with families of Australian Defence Force 
members. She has been involved in the 
development and establishment of the 
Defence School Transition Aide (DSTA) 
program since 2001. 

Jillian Marchant 
(South Australia) 
 
Primary Supervisor: 
Dr Pauline Taylor 

Understanding the Social Experience of 
Education from Adult Learners in South 
Australian Rural Communities 
Jillian is a PhD Candidate in receipt of an 
Australian Postgraduate Award.  During 
her candidature she has remained 
an engaged resident within a small rural 
community in South Australia. 



EST:  
4.40pm – 5.10pm  
 
Singapore:  
2.40pm -3.10pm 

Tracey Egan 
 
Primary Supervisor: 
Dr Jo Balatti 

Non-Indigenous Teachers Making Sense 
of Teaching in a Remote Indigenous 
Context:  A Participatory Action 
Research Project 
Tracey has over 20 years lived experience in 
remote Australian communities, both in 
North Queensland and Arnhem Land. 

Karen D’Aetti (Badu 
Island) 
 
Primary Supervisor: 
Dr Brian Lewthwaite 

Non-Indigenous Teachers navigating the 
dominant discourses in FNQ: An Action 
Research Project viewed from a critical 
lens. 
Karen has over 14 years’ teaching 
experience in ESL working with 
international and Indigenous students both 
in Australia and New Zealand. 

EST:  
5.20pm – 5.50pm 
 
Singapore:  
3.20pm – 3.50pm 

Louise Wilkinson 
 
Primary Supervisor: 
Professor Sue 
McGinty 

The Power of Two: Sharing Leadership 
for School Improvement in Indigenous 
Education. 
Louise is principal of Heatley Primary 
school in Townsville. 

Jennifer Nichols 
(Cairns) 
 
Primary Supervisor: 
Prof Bob Stevenson 

Understanding Queensland Teachers’ 
Views on Education for Climate Change 
Jennifer is a PhD candidate, a member of 
the Centre for Research and Innovation in 
Sustainability Education, and the recipient 
of an Australian Postgraduate Award. 

5:50-6:30 pm                                           Break (Light Tea)   
EST:  
6.30pm – 7.00pm 
 
Singapore:  
4.30pm – 5.00pm 
 

Tra Nguyen 
 
Primary Supervisor: 
Dr Helen Boon  

Education to Enhance Vietnamese Coastal 
Communities’ Adaptive Capacity in 
Coping with Climate Change 
Tra has been working as a lecturer in 
Department of Social work, Dalat University 
since 2004 and holds a Vietnamese 
government scholarship 

Richard Stewart 
(Cairns) 
 
Primary Supervisor: 
Associate Professor 
Brian Lewthwaite 

Transition from Remote Indigenous 
Community to Boarding School: the 
Lockhart River Experience. 
Richard has worked in education and 
program administration in remote and 
mainstream settings for over 25 years and 
currently manages AFL Cape York House in 
Cairns. 

EST:  
7.10pm – 7.40pm  
 
Singapore  
5.10pm – 5.40pm 

Kravia Kainaro 
 
Primary Supervisor: 
Associate Professor 
Paul Pagliano 

Transforming guidance and counselling 
services in Papua New Guinea schools 
Kravia is doing a Doctor of Education. He 
was a lecturer at the University of Goroka in 
Papua New Guinea. He is a recipient of 
AusAID scholarship. 

Marcia Thorne 
(Cairns) 
 
Primary Supervisor: 
Dr Snowy Evans 

Learning for Stewardship in the 
Anthropocene: A study with Young 
Adolescents in the Wet Tropics. 
Marcia has a range of experiences in 
education and is currently a research officer 
and tutor in the Bachelor of Sustainability. 
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