RICHARD SYDNEY (“SKIP”) PORTEOUS
(1897-1963)

(Pseudonym STANDBY)
A BIBLIOGRAPHY

Compiled by Ross Smith and Cheryl Taylor

I. PUBLICATIONS

A.

EDITIONS [Monographs]
Novels

Sailing Orders. Sydney: Dymock’s Book Arcade Limited,
1949.

[Dedicated to my shipmates and to Betty, who insisted that
people would be interested in the war-time doings of the
crew of a small Merchant Ship]).

Brigalow. Sydney: Angus and Robertson, 1957.
Melbourne: Readers Book Club in association with the
Companion Book Club, London, 1960.

Sydney: Angus and Robertson, 1965. Pacific Books.
Sydney, Angus and Robertson, 1969.

First serialized in BULLETIN June 20-August 29, 1956.

Cattleman. Sydney: Australasian Publishing Company in
association with Harrap, London, 1960.

“Winner of the £1000 Brisbane Courier-Mail Award’’ 1960.
Adelaide: Readers Book Club, 1962.

Melbourne: Readers Book Club in association with the
Companion Book Club, London, 1962.

London: Hamilton, 1963. Panther Books.

Novels for boys

Tambai Island. lllustrated by Frank Norton. Sydney: Angus
and Robertson, 1955.

The Tambai treasure. Illustrated by Wal Stackpool. Sydney:

Angus and Robertson Ltd., 1958. [To my daughter PRU-

DENCE who has rather bloodthirsty tastes].

102



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Thesilent isles. lllustrated by Wal Stackpool. Sydney: Angus
and Robertson Ltd., 1963. [To the up and coming McLeod].

Collections of short stories

“Little known of these waters’”’. Sydney: Dymock’s Book
Arcade Ltd., 1945, Illustrated. [To Pamela Smith who has
never hesitated to point out my mistakes].

Close to the wind, and other stories. Sydney and London:
Angus and Robertson, [1955].

[Dedicated “To my Wife”” whose confidence in me, afloat
and ashore, made these stories possible].

Salvage, and other stories. London: Harrap, 1963.
Manuscripts

Letter (March 12,1961) to]. Sirovs regretting inability to be
guest author. Holograph. FRYER LIBRARY MANUSCRIPT
CATALOGUE.

Autobiography.

Portion of Chapter 1 of projected autobiography sent to
Cecil Hadgraft, with covering letter, March 1, 1967, by W.
Carew. FRYER LIBRARY MANUSCRIPT CATALOGUE.

Father mother son[poem]. 6 stanzas. Holograph. Unsigned.
HARWOOD COLLECTION, FRYER LIBRARY.

Letter (August 10, 1963) to Gwen Harwood, personal.
Holograph. HARWOOD COLLECTION, FRYER LIBRARY.

Pieta[poem]. 4 stanzas. Holograph. Unsigned. HARWOOD
COLLECTION, FRYER LIBRARY CATALOGUE.

The girl from Singapore [manuscript — on 1 reel of micro-
film — 3 acts]. CAMPBELL HOWARD COLLECTION,
UNIVERSITY OF NEW ENGLAND LIBRARY, ARMI-
DALE, N.S.W.

From: S.M. Apted, ed., Australian Plays in Manuscript.
Armidale: The University of New England Library, 1968.
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

SHORT STORIES

“Little known of these waters”. BULLETIN February 9,
1944, 4.

Once a fisherman. BULLETIN February 23, 1944, 4.

Here comes the bride. BULLETIN April 5, 1944, 4.

The Jap barge. BULLETIN July 26, 1944, 4.

The bar. BULLETIN August 23, 1944, 4.

The voice of a ship. BULLETIN October 4, 1944, 24-5.
Ship’s boys. BULLETIN December 6, 1944, 4.

The seagulls of Carson’s Reef. BULLETIN March 7, 1945, 4.
“Jellicoe”. BULLETIN May 16, 1945, 24-5.

Reprinted in Douglas Stewart (sel.): Coast to coast 1945,
222-34.

R.S. Byrnes and Val Vallis (eds.): The Queensland centenary
anthology. Melbourne: Longmans, 1959, 206-16.

The house on the water. BULLETIN July 18, 1945, 24-5.

McPhee, of the S.S. Tekong. BULLETIN August 8, 1945,
24-5.

The luck of the game. BULLETIN October 31, 1945, 24-5.
The plank. BULLETIN November 14, 1945, 4.

Herman. BULLETIN January 23, 1946, 4.

Ebb tide. BULLETIN February 13, 1946, 4.

Floodwaters. BULLETIN March 27, 1946, 4.

Quite a blow. BULLETIN October 19, 1949, 20-1.

Reprinted in Nettie Palmer (sel.): Coast to Coast 1949-50,
54-69.
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33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

Colin Roderick (comp.): Australian round-up: stories from
1790-1950. Sydney: Angus and Robertson, 1953, 331-42.
Colin Thiele (comp.): Favourite Australian stories. Adelaide:
Rigby, 1963, 137-50.

Brian James (comp.): Selected Australian stories. An
anthology. Melbourne: Oxford University Press, 1965, 91-
104.

Salvage. BULLETIN December 7, 1949, 22-4.
Jettisoned cargo. BULLETIN February 15, 1950, 22-3, 32.

One thing a man never forgets. BULLETIN June 14, 1950,
20-1.

Old Lou’s landfall. BULLETIN December 6, 1950, 18-19,
22-4, 35.

Reprinted in Writers” Guild of Queensland (comp.): Never
kill a dolphin and other short stories. Brisbane: Fortitude
Press, 1959, 139-58. Illustrated by Arnold Linck (139).
(Centenary Year 1959).

Hoodoo ship. BULLETIN March 14, 1951, 4.
Cyclonic night. BULLETIN June 20, 1951, 20, 22, 24-5, 32.

Salvage saga. BULLETIN April 9, 1952, 4, 32-3.
Reprinted in Ken Levis (sel.): Coast to coast 1951-1952,
143-63.

High finance. BULLETIN September 24, 1952, 20, 22-3, 31.
Reprinted in C.B. Christesen (sel.): Coast to coast 1953-
1954, 113-22. Illustrated by Donald Friend.

The promise. BULLETIN December 10, 1952, 20, 22.
Reprinted in H. Drake-Brockman (sel.): Coast to coast 1955-
1956, 105-18. Illustrated by Cedric Flower.

Brian James [selection and introduction]: Australian short
stories. Second series. London: Oxford University Press,
1963, 84-101.

Aboard the Reefbird. BULLETIN June 26, 1946, 7, 32.
Flash fellow. BULLETIN July 31, 1946, 7.
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44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

A matter of judgement. BULLETIN December 11, 1946, 6-7,
33.

Last voyage. BULLETIN January 29, 1947, 7, 32.

Light in the darkness. BULLETIN February 19, 1947, 6-7,
32.

The story of a showman. BULLETIN April 16, 1947, 6-7.
Confidence. BULLETIN May 21, 1947, 6-7, 32.

Reprinted in Don Edwards (sel.): Coast to coast 1947, 213-
27. :
The contest. BULLETIN July 30, 1947, 6-7, 32.

Black boy. BULLETIN August 18, 1948, 6, 32.

Bill. BULLETIN December 22, 1948, 10, 32.

Hatred. BULLETIN February 25, 1953, 20, 22-3, 34.

The hard way. BULLETIN May 6, 1953, 22-3, 34,

Fear. BULLETIN September 23, 1953, 22-3, 34.

Settled out of court. BULLETIN November 4, 1953, 22, 34.
A deal with father. BULLETIN March 31, 1954, 20, 22-3.
Reprinted in T.A.G. Hungerford (ed.): Australian Signpost,
1956, 207-19.

Shaggy Dodgson’s hour of glory. BULLETIN October 27,
1954, 22, 30.

Finito. BULLETIN January 12, 1955, 20-3, 34.

The interests of the Company. BULLETIN August 3, 1955,
20-1, 24.

The kindly word. BULLETIN June 12, 1957, 33-4, 57.

Conscience. BULLETIN April 2, 1958, 32-4, 56-7.
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62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

The ill wind. BULLETIN August 20, 1958, 32-4, 56-7.
The restless urge [historical short story about the Archer
brothers’ expedition, the first by boat (the “Ellida”) to
Rockhampton]. BULLETIN August 26, 1959, 40-1, 52.

The lure of the islands. BULLETIN March 30, 1960, 32-3,
44-5.

Ambrose. BULLETIN June 15, 1960, 11, 32, 44-5.
ARTICLES

The Archers who found the Fitzroy. BULLETIN June 3,
1953, 27.

Sea safety. BULLETIN October 7, 1955, 4.
Sugar — no hands! BULLETIN November 20, 1957, 36.

Rockhampton authors of the past. George Westacott, Rock-
hampton District Historical Society, 1961.

BIOGRAPHICAL AND CRITICAL MATERIAL

A.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS

Biographical note in Colin Roderick (ed.): Australian round-
up: stories from 1790 to 1950. Sydney and London: Angus
and Robertson, 1953, 370.

To write play for festival [anon.]. MACKAY MERCURY
February 25, 1958, 14.

Biographical note in R.S. Byrnes and Val Vallis (eds.): The

Queensland centenary anthology. Melbourne: Longmans,
1959, 302.

To make film of book by Mackay man [brief article on film to
be made of R.S. Porteous’s Tambai Island]. NORTH
QUEENSLAND REGISTER October 31, 1959, 32,

C.H. Hadgraft. Queensland and its writers. Brisbane: Uni-
versity of Queensland Press, 1959, pp. 35-6.
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75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

Rockhampton’s writers and poets. Cuttings from MORN-
ING BULLETIN November 14 and 15, 1961.
Rockhampton District Historical Society and Rockhampton
Municipal Library Files. Report of RDHS meeting,
November 8, 1961, at which a paper by G. Westacott was
read: Rockhampton authors of the past.

Biographical information in Brian James (comp.): Selected
Australian stories: An anthology. Melbourne: Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 1965, 128.

GENERAL REVIEWS, ARTICLES

Paragraph on his short story ““Salvage saga” in W. Amiet’s
review of Coast to coast 1951-1952. MACKAY MERCURY
September 12, 1953, 2.

Paragraph on him, and a caricature, in W.E. FitzHenry’s
article, ““Contemporary Writers and Poets”. BULLETIN
February 2, 1955, 36-7.

BULLETIN March 23, 1960, 14. Personal item: won the
£1000 first prize in the “Courier-Mail’s” centenary novel
competition. Career details.

£1000 literary award to Queenslander. NEWSPAPER
NEWS April 1, 1960, 4.

BULLETIN May 25, 1960, 14. Personal item: his novel
Cattleman won the “*Courier-Mail’s”” Queensland centenary
competition — its wide popularity.

An insight into R.S. Porteous. Frank Rolleston. WESTLIFE
1, No. 2, 1971, 12-13.

SPECIFIC REVIEWS

Little known of these waters

South Seas adventure. Firmin McKinnon. COURIER-MAIL
February 23, 1946, 2.

Salt water men. [Anon.] BULLETIN February 27, 1946, 2.

108



85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

90.

91.

92.

93.

94.

95.

96.

97.

98.

99.

CAIRNS POST March 2, 1946, 8.

Paragraph review of his short story “Jellicoe” in a review of
Coast to coast, 1945. BULLETIN October 9, 1946, 2.

Sentence review of his short story “Confidence”. E. Liggins.
SOUTHERLY 10, No. 2, 1949, 101.

Sailing Orders

A “‘Standby” novel. [Anon.]. BULLETIN January 18, 1950,
2.

W. Amiet. MACKAY MERCURY January 21, 1950, 2.
CAIRNS POST January 28, 1950, 4.

H.M. Green. SOUTHERLY 11, No. 4, 1950, 184.
Comments on Porteous’s short story, “Quite a blow”, in
“Australian Stories”, a review of Coast to coast 1949-50.

BULLETIN January 10, 1951, 2.

Comment on story “Quite ablow”. Ken Levis. SOUTHERLY
12, No. 3, 1951, 167.

Comments on his short story “‘Salvage saga™ in “‘New Coast
to coast’’, a review of Coast to coast, 1951-52. BULLETIN
November 12, 1952, 2.

Christesen, C.B. (sel.): Coast to coast 1953-1954. Review in
CAIRNS POST September 4, 1954, 4.

Comments on his short story “High finance™ in a review of
Coast to coast, Australian Short Stories, 1953-1954. BUL-
LETIN September 8, 1954, 2.

Close to the wind
Sea stories. [Anon.]. BULLETIN April 20, 1955, 2.

Our local seas. W. Amiet. MACKAY MERCURY April 16,
1955, 2. [Editorial].

Arthur Phillips. MEAN]JIN 14, No. 3, Spring 1955, 430.
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100.

101.

102.

103.

104.

105.

106.

107.

108.

109.

110.

111.

112.

113.

Tambat Island

Books for children. [Anon.]. BULLETIN October 26, 1955,
2.

Brigalow
BULLETIN November 20, 1957, 2, 58.

CAIRNS POST November 30, 1957, 8.

The Tambai treasure

New adventure yarn by a Queenslander. Roger Covell.
COURIER-MAIL July 5, 1958, 2.

Tambai sequel. W.A. Amiet. MACKAY MERCURY August
2, 1958, 2. (Editorial).

For boys. BULLETIN August 20, 1958, 58.

Never kill a dolphin.

[review including stories by Porteous and Vance Palmer].
CAIRNS POST March 12, 1960, 7.

Cattleman

Cattleman appears as a book. David Rowbotham.
COURIER-MAIL December 24, 1960, 2.

Richard Troy. AGE LITERARY SUPPLEMENT January 7,
1961.

Queensland cattleman. R.G. BULLETIN February 8, 1961,
2,27.

Cattleman. IDEAS February 13, 1961, 192.

AUSTRALIAN BOOKSELLER AND PUBLISHER February
13,1961, 192.

Queensland cattleman. Rollo Gillespie. BULLETIN February
8,1961, 2, 27.

Salvage and other stories

Short stories become longer. Craig McGregor. SYDNEY
MORNING HERALD May 25, 1963, 15.
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I1.

The stlent isles
114. CAIRNS POST September 21, 1963, 4.

115. Seastories. K.M. Commins. SYDNEY MORNING HERALD
October 12, 1963, 15.

116. AUSTRALIAN BOOK REVIEW 2, No. 12, October 1963,
200.

117. Present thoughts. Ruth Park. BULLETIN December 7, 1963,
48-50.

PORTRAITS, PHOTOGRAPHS, CARICATURES

118. BULLETIN February 2, 1955, 36. See Item 78.
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