Michael James Roach, “I've Got Some Thornless Blackberries”

Michael James Roach

I'VE GOT SOME THORNLESS BLACKBERRIES
YOU TALK ABOUT PRODUCING BERRIES
THEY'RE EVERYWHERE
THEY GROW PRETTY DOWN HERE

It was the wig.

Probably that cat again.

I just thought it was amazing.

You having another back spasm?

I heard myself there for a minute.

That sounds like me when I try to move.
Don’t make us sit here and wonder.

Next time I'll probably wind up in jail.
It was a damn woman at that.

Last time she called security on me
they sent a boy to get me out.

I told them

son I'm hurting real bad

best thing for you to do is go the hell
‘away and let me die now.

I'm trying to get there.

At least I know you're still alive;

makes me worry every time you get llke that.
Those suckers can hurt.

You can be sitting still or you can be staying up
but all of a sudden you get dizzy

and just fall over

or you'll pass out from it.

I don’t know how I hurt it.

You use the centre of the head as the dolphin-fin
but he only did it in black

so it’s just the outline of the dolphin

but that would be so pretty coloured in.

I just don’t know if I could take all that pain
especially in that spot.
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You fall cramps

so bad you went onto the floor.

Doctor says | have amnesia.

And I am sitting in a swivel chair

I swivelled around to get my walking stick
to go to the refrigerator to get

another bottle of water

I guess by turning around that way

I got dizzy and

I just fell on the floor.

It kills me getting up with only one kneecap
I put both knees on the floor.

You're not in any pain, she says.

You're just doing this to feed your addiction
I told her you stupid bitch.

I said I've got the pills at home.

I will not go to the Laundromat and I will not have
my laundry done by a stranger.

The last time I went to the Laundromat

they started to call security on me

and I threatened to smash the windows
before they could get back there

and I'm not going up there cos I'm bored.

I hit that right hip again.

Every time you fall

it’s always the same place that hurts the most.
I wish I had that figured out cos the hip

I fell on is the one with the injection patch.

I said if I'm wanting to get high off something
all I have to do is snort a hotdog.

It’s alright, I'm not really here.

I need to put some passionfruit vines in my backyard.
I know where some wild ones grow.

I need to go pick some up.

I was just gonna tell her she’s not too old cos I know
she’s old enough to be able to go to school by herself
but young enough not to want to
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