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RORY HARRIS 

SHE CAME IN FROM THE TERMINAL 

she came in from the terminal 
walked into the railway cafe 
slid a tray the entire distance 	 - 
around the counter 	 - - - 
stopped 	 - 
bought a metallic pot filled with tea 
carried it back 	 -- 
to a single dustless table 	 - 
setting everything down 
with fragile care 
as if it would shatter of its own purpose 	-. 

poured the liquid 
into the white china cup 
sipped at it carefully 
then hunched forward 
as if to drink with more ease 
wrapped her hands cautiously 
around the warm whiteness 
as if it were a sparrow 
having fallen from a height 
beyond memory 
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