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INTRODUCTION 

A number of r e c e n t  anthropologica l  s t u d i e s  have noted t h a t  even i n  
s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  f a r  removed f rom t h e  i i t r a d i t i o n a l q '  pre-European 
l i f e s t y l e ,  inc lud ing  t h e  urban context ,  Aborigines employ d i s t i n c t i v e l y  
A b o r i g i n a l  m e t h o d s  o f  r e s o l v i n g  c r i s e s  and p r o b l e m s  e n c o u n t e r e d  ( s e e  
Langton 1981 f o r  examples). Quite o f t e n  t h e  s o l u t i o n  has a  s trong b a s i s  
i n  some e l e m e n t  o f  " t r a d i t i o n a l "  c u l t u r e ,  such  a s  t h e  u s e  o f  k i n s h i p  
s y s t e m s  i n  c o n f r o n t i n g  a  s h o r t a g e  of  h o u s i n g  i n  A d e l a i d e  (Gale  1977). 
Another example of t h i s  d i s t i n c t i v e  A b o r i g i n a l  c u l t u r e ,  which Langton 
(1981) has cogen t ly  argued a s  being much more than a  c u l t u r e  of poverty, 
c a n  be  s e e n  i n  t h e  v e r y  s t r o n g  r e t e n t i o n  o f  " t r a d i t i o n a l "  v a l u e s  and 
b e l i e f s  by A b o r i g i n e s  1 i v i n g  a  % o n - t r a d i t  i o n a l "  l i f e s t y l e .  Chase 
(1981:25) p r o v i d e s  a  c l e a r  c a s e  o f  t h i s  when d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  d e t a i l e d  
knowledge o f  c l a n  t e r r i t o r i e s  i n  t r i b a l  a r e a s  r e t a i n e d  by t h e  o l d e r  
p e o p l e  l i v i n g  on t h e  L o c k h a r t  A b o r i g i n a l  R e s e r v e  on Cape York, even 
though  i n  some c a s e s  t h e s e  p e o p l e  have  n o t  v i s i t e d  t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  
a r e a s  f o r  many years. 

A s i m i l a r  c a s e  c a n  be  made f o r  p a r t s  o f  New Sou th  Wales,  and i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  nor th-eas tern  quar ter .  Contrary t o  numerous a s s e r t i o n s  
(Radc l i f ze -~rown 1929:408, McBryde l978:3, Lampert 1981 :7l) ,  t h e r e  s t i l l  
e x i s t s  a  v i t a l  knowledge of " s i t e s  of s ign i f i cance"  amongst Aborigines 
i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  a s  exempl i f ied  by t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  Aboriginal  S i t e s  of 
S i g n i f i c a n c e  Survey conducted i n  New South Wales over t h e  pas t  10 years 
(Creamer 1975, Ke l ly  1979). This  survey has recorded over 500 s i t e s  i n  
New S o u t h  Wales  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  p r e s e n t - d a y  A b o r i g i n e s ,  a l a r g e  pro-  
p o r t  ion  of them being mytho l o g i c a l  and ceremonial  s i t e s   el ly 1979 :82). 

I n  t h i s  p a p e r  we p r e s e n t  a  c a s e  s t u d y  f rom t h e  N.S.W. n o r t h  c o a s t  
which  e m p h a s i z e s  t h i s  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of  " t r a d i t i o n a l "  knowledge among 
A b o r i g i n e s  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n .  I n  d o i n g  t h i s ,  we a l s o  draw p a r a l l e l s  be- 
tween t h i s  d a t a  and t h a t  from s i t u a t i o n s  where Aborigines a r e  genera l ly  
be l ieved t o  be l i v i n g  a  f a i r l y  t r a d i t i o n a l  l i f e s t y l e  - namely, p a r t s  of 
c e n t r a l  and n o r t h e r n  Aus t ra l i a .  What emerges i s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a  number 
o f  p o i n t s  o f  s i m i l a r i t y  be tween  some A b o r i g i n e s  of  t h e  N.S.W. n o r t h  
c o a s t  and those  of  c e n t r a l  and nor thern  A u s t r a l i a ,  i n  terms of how they 
v i e w  t h e i r  e n v i r o n m e n t  and choose  t o  e x p l o i t  i t .  We t h e n  examine t h e  
e thnoarchaeo log ica l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of t h i s  case ,  a s  we l l  a s  d e t a i l i n g  some 
more g e n e r a l  conclus ions  t h a t  a r i s e  from t h i s  study. 



ETHNOGRAPHY 

The da ta  presented i n  t h i s  paper were c o l l e c t e d  over  a  pe r iod  of  1 0  
days  i n  A p r i l  1982. An a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s u r v e y  o f  a n  a r e a  o f  5km2 and 
s o c i a l  anthropologica l  s tudy was undertaken a s  a  p r e l i m i n a r y  reconnais-  
sance  n e a r  Yamba on t h e  n o r t h  c o a s t  o f  N.S.W. The s u r v e y  h a d  two  
aspects :  f i r s t ,  t o  l o c a t e  and a s s e s s  a rchaeo log ica l  s i t e s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  + 

and a s c e r t a i n  A b o r i g i n a l  w i s h e s  c o n c e r n i n g  s u c h  s i t e s ,  and s e c o n d ,  t o  
c o l l e c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  on c u r r e n t  A b o r i g i n a l  laand.use arid e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
percept ions. 

The survey proceeded w i t h  an a rchaeo log i s t  and a n t h r o p o l o g i s t  pur- 
s u i n g  d i f f e r e n t ,  y e t  r e l a t e d  l i n e s s o £  i n q u i r y .  R e c o n n a i s s a n c e  o f  t h e  
a r e a  was c a r r i e d  o u t ,  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  on a r e a s  w h i c h  o f f e r e d  a r c h a e o -  
l o g i c a l  v i s i b i l i t y  and where s i t e s  had a l r e a d y  been repor ted .  L i a i s o n  
wi th  l o c a l  Abor ig inal  people -was c r u c i a l  t o  t h e  archaeology,  a s  w e l l  a s  
the  ethnography. Cen t ra l  t o  t h e  an th ropo log ica l  method, which included 
c o l l e c t i n g  genealogica l  and census informat ion ,  was ' t h e  mapping of t h e  
c u l t u r a l  landscape of t h e  Yaygir people, us ing  a s  f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e  t h e i r  , 
own concepts of land and place. Our main c o n s u l t a n t s  were Alan Laur ie  
( 6 0 )  who l i v e s  a t  the P i p p i  Beach Abor ig inal  Reserve, and h i s  brother 's 
daughter P a t r i c i a  Laurie,  who l i v e s  i n  t h e  town of Yamba. 

From t h e  f ie ldwork i t  emerged t h a t  f i v e  main c a t e g o r i e s  of " s i t e s  
of  s i g n i f i c a n c e "  ( w i t h  23 e x a m p l e s )  coul 'd b e  d e t e r m i n e d  i n  t h e  Yamba 
locale.  These s i t e s  can be l i s t e d  under t h e  f o l l o w i n g  headings:  . 

1 

1. 'Good Food Places  
2. . Recent Camping Places  
3. Dangerous Places  
4. Mythological P laces  
5. Ances t ra l  Camping Places  

4 

Good Food Places. By f a r  tlie most abundant s i t e s  s i g n i f i c a n t  A t o  l o c a l  
A b o r i g i n e s  were  t h e  Good Food P l a c e s  and R e c e n t  C a m p i n g l P l a c e s ,  t h e  
t o t a l  of whidh accounted f o r  15 of t h e  23 s i t e s .  W e  were impressed by 
how much t h e  loca14Abor ig ines  knew about l o c a l l y - a v a i l a b l e  " t r a d i t i o n a l "  

. 

foods .  These  c a n  be  d e f i n e d  a s  b e i n g  t h o s e  componen t s  of  t h e i r  d i e t  
which were hunted, f i s h e d  and c o l l e c t e d  be fo re  t h e  major a l t e r a t i o n  of 
d i e t  t h a t  took p lace  through t h e  in t roduc t ion  of t e a ,  sugar and f l o u r ,  
a f t e r  whi te  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  area.  The fo l lowing  i s  a  l i s t  of t h e  main 
foods mentioned ( t h e r e  a r e  probably o t h e r s ) :  

1 )  

Aqua t i c :  m u l l e t ,  bream,  f  l a t h e a d ,  f l o u n d e r ,  w h i t i n g ,  j e w f i s h ,  
t a i l o r ,  swallow t a i l ,  cobra worms, p i p i s ,  o y s i e = i ,  c r a b s ,  swans' eggs and 
beach worms ( f o r  b a i t ) .  

T e r r e s t r i a l :  k a n g a r o o s  and w a l l a b i e s ,  c a r p e t  s n a k e ,  yams and 
cunjevoi  (mainly f o r  t h e  treatment of .  s o r e s ) .  

I I 

Good Food P l a c e s  r e f e r  t o  s p o t s  f r o m  w h i c h  good s u p p l i e s  o f  f i s h ,  
yams, birds' eggs e t c .  can be obtained.  The Yamba people c o l l e c t  s h e l l -  
f i s h ,  but not  genera l ly  from a  l i m i t e d  number of  l o c a l i t i e s .  P i p i s  can 
be c o l l e c t e d  a l o n g  t h e  s u r f '  b e a c h e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  s t o r m s ,  and 
e s t u a r i n e  s p e c i e s  c a n  b e  c o l l e c t e d  f r o m  m o s t - p l a c e s  i n  t h e  l a g o o n  and 
r i v e r  channels. Only t h e  rocky p la t fo rm s p e c i e s  a r e  l o c a l i s e d  i n  t h e i r  
d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  b e i n g  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  'few o u t c r o p s  found  a l o n g  t h e  
beaches. 



2km. DH 82 .  
r ) Rock Platform 

contour interval  10m. 
- -i-- - - Swamp 

Figure  1. Map o f  t h e  survey a r e a ,  showing loca t ion  of s i t e s  mentioned i n  t e x t .  
Numbers r e f e r  t o  s i tes  l i s t e d  i n  Table 1. 

study areal a 



Recent  Campinn P l a c e s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  two kinds. F i r s t ,  a r e  t h o s e  
as soc ia ted  w i t h  t h e  loca t ion  of Abor ig inal  m i s s i o n s  and r e s e r v e s  i n  t h e  
a r e a  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  100 y e a r s .  T h e r e  a r e  f o u r  o f  t h e s e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
p r e s e n t  one  a t  P i p p i  Beach A b o r i g i n a l  r e s e r v e .  Second,  a r e  t h o s e  
as soc ia ted  wi th  g e t t i n g  away from town. Th i s  second t y p e  i s  q u i t e  o f t e n  
r e l a t e d  t o  food-gett ing p laces ,  se rv ing  a s  a  base  f o r  such a c t i v i t i e s .  

Dangerous P l a c e s  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  b e i n g  w h e r e  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a 
m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  a  s p i r i t ,  o r  where  s u c h  a m a n i f e s t a t i o n  m i g h t  o c c u r .  
U s u a l l y  i t  i n v o l v e d  a p e r s o n  b e i n g  p h y s i c a l l y  h a r a s s e d  by a s p i r i t ,  
o f t e n  by s t o n i n g  them. Two o f  f i v e  s u c h  p l a c e s  w e r e  Bora i n i t i a t i o n  
grounds.  S i m i l a r  t y p e s  of  s i t e s  have  b e e n  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  
T e r r i t o r y  (Biernof f 1978). 

Mvtholonical S i t e s  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e  presence  of a  f e a t u r e  c e n t r a l  
t o  a  myth o r  t h a t  i s  explained by a myth. Mountains, rocks  and swamps 
e t c .  may be  m y t h o l o g i c a l  p l a c e s .  T h e r e  a r e  two  s i t e s  o f  t h i s  t y p e  i n  
the  genera l  a r e a ,  one of which i s  t h e  o n l y  r e p o r t e d  s i t e  of s i g n i f i c a n c e  
t o  l o c a l  Aboriginal  people i n  t h i s  a r e a  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  survey. 

Ancestral  Campinn Places  can be, but  n o t  a lways ,  i d e n t i f i e d  by s p i r i t  
harassment. The i l l e g a l  removal of t o p  s o i l  from a midden i n  t h e  a r e a  
led  t o  both the  si te 's  discovery,  and subsequent r ecogn i t io6  of  it a s  a n  
a n c e s t r a l  camping place  by l o c a l  Aborigines. Th i s  case  w e l l  i l l u s t r a t e s  
feedback of a rchaeo log ica l  informat ion i n t o  t h e  fas t -growing Abor ig ina l  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  p r e h i s t o r i c - p a s t .  Only  o n e  s i t e  o f  t h i s  t y p e  
occurred i n  t h e  genera l  area.  . 

There a r e  five'Good Food P laces  (one of them a n a t u r a l  sp r ing) ,  one  
2 Recent  Camping P l a c e  and one  M y t h o l o g i c a l  S i t e  i n  t h e  ca .  5km s u r v e y  

a r e a  ( s e e  T a b l e  1). . 

ARCHAEOLOGY 

Before t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  survey a t o t a l  of  f o u r  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i t e s  
were known f o r  t h e  area.  Four o t h e r s  were recorded dur ing  t h e  survey,  
o n l y  two of  which were  w i t h i n  t h e  s p e c i f i c  s u r v e y  a r e a .  We c a n  s t a t e  
q u i t e  c o n f i d e n t l y  t h a t  none o f  t h e s e  s i t e s  w e r e  found  o n l y  b e c a u s e  o f  
d i r e c t  Aboriginal  knowledge of t h e i r  loca t ion .  Indeed, they  o n l y  knew 
of two archaeologica l  s i t e s  i n  t h e  survey a rea .  

A l l  of t h e  archaeologica l  s i t e s  were s h e l l  middens. They v a r i e d  i n  
s i ze ,  v e r t i c a l l y  and h o r i z o n t a l l y ,  from s c a t t e r s  cover ing  a few m e t r e s  
t o  s t r a t i f i e d  middens  30cm deep  and c o v e r i n g  ca.  20,000m2. The s i t e s  
were located  i n  t h r e e  environmental s e t t i n g s :  n e a r  Wooloweyah Lagoon (2 
s i t e s ) ,  on dunes behind t h e  beach (2 s i t e s ) ,  and on o r  j u s t  behind rocky 
p l a t f o r m s  (2 s i t e s ) .  One s i t e ,  S t o c k y a r d  midden;  i s  v e r y  l a r g e ,  
covering an a r e a  of ca 200m x 100m. I ts  d e p o s i t  c o n s i s t e d  of s h e l l  20cm 
t o  30cm thick.  It con ta ins  mainly e s t u a r i n e  s h e l l f i s h  s p e c i e s ,  p a r t  icu-  
l a r l y  mud-whelks, o y s t e r s  and cockles. The s t r a t i g r a p h i c  and geomorphic 
s i m i l a r i t i e s  between t h i s  and t h e  Wombah middens, a  few k i l o m e t r e s  n o r t h  
on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  C l a r e n c e  R i v e r  s u g g e s t  i t  may b e  o f  a  s i m i l a r  
a n t i q u i t y  (i .e.  f r o m  4,000 B.P. t o  1 ,000  B.P.) ( ~ c ~ r ~ d e  1976) .  The 
Stockyard midden con ta ins  backed blades  i n  i t s  upper u n i t s  (observed i n  
t h e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  d e p o s i t  exposed by i l l e g a l  t o p  s o i l  r e m o v a l ) .  I t  
c o n t a i n s  o t h e r  s t o n e  a r t e f a c t s  a s  w e l l ,  i n c l u d i n g  u n i f a c i a l  p e b b l e  
choppers and s tone  imported from elsewhere. 



A n o t h e r  s i t e  i s  known a s  t h e  B a r r i  P o i n t  midden. I t  i s  a  r a r e  
example  o f ' a  c o a s t a l  midden i n  n o r t h e r n  N.S.W. b e c a u s e :  i t  c o n t a i n s  
s tone  a r t e f a c t s ;  t h e  s h e l l f i s h  spec ies  a r e  drawn from t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  
envi ronmenta l  s e t t i n g s  (rock3 p la t fo rm,  c o a s t a l  beach and e s t u a r i n e )  ; 
i t  i s  l o c a t e d  on a  dune j u s t  b e h i n d  t h e  rocky  p l a t f o r m ;  and i t  h a s  
s t r a t i f i e d  depos i t .  Coas ta l  middens a r e  genera l ly  lenses  of p i p i  s h e l l  
loca ted  a long open beaches and they usua l ly  do not  possess evidence of 
s tone  working a c t i v i t i e s .  The B a r r i  Point  midden conta ins  bone (from 
m u t t o n  b i r d s  and macropods ) ,  and t h i s  i s  a l s o  u n u s u a l  a s  most  c o a s t a l  
middens do not .  

The o t h e r  middens  a r e  l e s s  i m p r e s s i v e ,  p a r t l y  because  t h e y  have 
been badly  d i s t u r b e d  by sand mining and o t h e r  development. Some of them 
would have been q u i t e  s u b s t a n t i a l ,  extending over a t  l e a s t  30m x 20m and 
apparen t ly  having some s t r a t i f i e d  depos i t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  s tone  a r t e f a c t s .  

TABLE I. Fea tu res  of t h e  Yaygir c u l t u r a l  landscape. Middens, Good. Food 
P l a c e s  and Camping Places  i n  t h e  survey a r e a  (ca.  5km2). 

SITE 
NO. SITE NAME SITE TYPE DESCRIPTION COCBENTS 

S t o c k y a r d  S i t e  S h e l l  midden E s t u a r i n e  and beach 
s h e l l s .  S t o n e  a r t e -  
f a c t s  ( i n c l u d i n g  
backed b l a d e s )  

B a r r i  P o i n t  S h e l l  midden Midden l o c a t e d  on 
good food sand dune behind 
p l a c e  rocky  p l a t  form. 

Beach, rocky p l a t -  
form, e s t u a r i n e  
s h e l l f i s h .  S tone  
a r t e f a c t s  and bone 

Angourie  P o i n t  S h e l l  midden 

Angourie Headland S h e l l  midden Beach & rocky p l a t -  
form s h e l l  f i s h .  
No s t o n e  a r t e f a c t s  

Water tower  s i t e  S h e l l  midden E s t u a r i n e  s h e l l f i s h ,  
s t o n e  a r t e f a c t s  
s p a r s e l y  s c a t t e r e d  
o v e r  30 x 30m 

Ryan' s Lagoon S h e l l  midden S h e l l  midden (beach 
s p e c i e s )  and s t o n e  
a r t e f a c t s  s p a r s e l y  ' 
s c a t t e r e d  o v e r  a r e a  
100 x 100 

S e a s o n a l  camp Recent camping Beach dunes and 
p l a c e  Ridge; s p r i n g s  

n e a r b y  

S o u t h e r n  Beach Good food p l a c e  Another  impor tan t  
f i s h i n g  beach 

Wooloweyah Beach Good food p l a c e  E s t u a r i n e  beach 

Freshwater  s p r i n g s  Good food p l a c e  Beach c l i f f  

Angourie  P t .  Good food p l a c e  F i s h i n g  s p o t  

Very s i m i l a r  i n  appearance 
t o  Wombah 1  midden 

Important  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  
f r e q u e n t l y  used f i s h i n g  
p l a c e  

RccordcJ on N . P . \ \ I . S .  f i l e  
but  no t  r e l o c a t e d .  

Also a  good food p l a c e ;  
away from town camps 

Winter camps and food 
c o l l e c t i n g  p l a c e s  

Water source 



DISCUSSION 

The v iew t h a t  t h e r e  i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  v a l u e  t o  t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i s t  
s t i l l  t o  be c o l l e c t e d  f rom t h e  A b o r i g i n e s  l i v i n g  on t h e  N.S.W. c o a s t  
might  be c h a l l e n g e d  on a  number of  grounds .  Such a r g u m e n t s  a r e  b a s e d  
l a rge ly  on a  f e e l i n g  t h a t  contact  between Aborigines and o t h e r s  has  been 
go ing  on f o r  s o  long  i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  l i t t l e  u s e f u l  i n f o r m a t i o n  
remains, a  consequence of the  rap id  d ispossess ion of  t r i b a l  lands t h a t  
t h e  A b o r i g i n e s  i n  e a s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a  e x p e r i e n c e d  s o o n  a f t e r  i n i t i a l  
contact.  The growing incidence of Aborigines pass ing on informat  ion  t o  
f i e l d  workers  t h a t  may have come f rom E.I.S. r e p o r t s ,  a c a d e m i c  p a p e r s  
and monographs on Aus t ra l i an  p r e h i s t o r y  seems t o  f u r t h e r  s u b s t a n t i a t e  
t h i s  posi t ion.  Most a rchaeo log i s t s  seem w i l l i n g ,  however, t o  accept  t h e  
r e s u l t s  of e t h n o a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s t u d y  f rom Arnhem Land, Cape York,  o r  
c e n t r a l  A u s t r a l i a .  I n  a n t h r o p o l o g y  t o o ,  t h e r e  s e e m s  t o  b e  a n  o v e r -  
emphas i s  on d a t a  o b t a i n e d  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  more  
densely s e t t l e d  regions  of south-eas tem A u s t r a l i a  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  d e b a t e  
on t h e  concep t  of  " t r i b e "  and t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  l a n d  o w n e r s h i p  among 
Aborigines (although see  Cal ley  (1959) f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  of  c l a n  organiz-  
a t i o n  of the  Bandjalang of t h e  N.S.W. nor th  coast) .  

Three arguments serve  t o  d i s p e l  these  ob jec t ions .  F i r s t l y  modem 
hunter-gatherers f e l t  worthy of e thnoarchaeological  s tudy  a r e  n o t  l i k e l y  
t o  be i n d i c a t i v e  of t h e  wide range of hunter-gatherers ,  h o r t i c u l t u r a l -  
is ts  and o the rs  t h a t  inhabi ted  A u s t r a l i a  and e lsewhere  be fore  European 
colonizat ion.  Usually, they have survived only because t h e i r  land was 
n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  v a l u a b l e  ( ~ c h r i r e  1980). One m i g h t  q u e s t  i o n  w h e t h e r  
Aboriginal c u l t u r e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  a reas  can be e x t r a p o l a t e d  t o  t h e  r e s t  
of t h e  c o n t i n e n t .  T h i s  would p e r h a p s  a p p l y  more t o  t h e  u s e  of e t h n o -  
graphic analogy and p a r a l l e l  than genera l i z ing  from ethnoarchaeology. 

Second, a  number of  t h e  m a j o r  e t h n o a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s t u d i e s  h a v e  
been c a r r i e d  o u t  w i t h  g r o u p s  l i v i n g  a  f a r  f r o m  t r a d i t i o n a l  l i f e s t y l e .  
Hayden's (1977) work on s t o n e  t o o l  t e c h n o l o g y  was u n d e r t a k e n  w i t h  
A b o r i g i n e s  who d i d  n o t  u s e  s t o n e  t o o l s  u n t i l  a s k e d  t o  do s o  by t h e  
r e s e a r c h e r  though t h e y  had done s o  i n  t h e  p a s t .  Meehan's (1982) s t u d y  
of the  Anbara-was c a r r i e d  out  a f t e r  t h e  had re tu rned  t o  t h e  bush 
a f t e r  l i v i n g  a t  Maningrida f o r  10-15 years. Gould's (1970) s tudy of t h e  
s m a l l  group l i v i n g  i n  t h e  bush  and who had v e r y  l i m i t e d  c o n t a c t  w i t h  
whites could be argued n o t  t o  have these  draw-backs. But t h e s e  people  
were exceptions anyway, i n  t h a t  they had l i t t l e  con tac t  w i t h  most of t h e  
A b o r i g i n e s  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  (Gould,  1970: 25). F u r t h e r ,  Reynolds '  
(1981) s t u d y  of  t h e  A b o r i g i n a l  s i d e  of  i n t e r - r a c i a l  c o n t a c t  makes i t  
c l e a r  t h a t  a c t u a l  p h y s i c a l  c o n t a c t  was n o t  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  A b o r i g i n a l  
s o c i e t y  t o  be a l t e r e d  by Europeans;  goods and i d e a s  t r a v e l l e d  w e l l  
ahead of the  European co lon i s t s .  

Of course t h e  major p a r t  of t h e  problem concerns t h e  use  of ethno- 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  d a t a .  No one would s u g g e s t  t h a t  we c a n  s i m p l y  u s e  a  
' b e s t  f i t "  method, dumping t h e  archaeology and ethnography t o g e t h e r  t o  
ge t  a  composite p i c t u r e  of Aboriginal  prehis tory .  Ethnoarchaeological  
da ta  can be used i n  two ways: a )  a s  an hypothes is -erect ing device ,  t h e  
proposi t ions  of which can be t e s t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  a rchaeo log ica l  da ta ,  o r  
b) t o  deve lop  l a w - l i k e  p r i n c i p l e s  of  human b e h a v i o u r  t h a t  c a n  b e  
a c c e p t e d  a s  a p p l y i n g  i n  p r e h i s t o r i c  t i m e s  ( s e e  Y e l l e n  1978:2) f o r  two  
o the r  poss ib le  methods). Accepting these  two approaches, t h e  arguments 
o u t l i n e d  above a r e  n o t  s o  damaging t o  t h e  n o r t h e r n  and c e n t r a l  Aus t -  
r a l i a n  examples ;  b u t ,  e q u a l l y ,  t h e  s t u d y  of  A b o r i g i n e s  l i v i n g  i n  
c o a s t a l  N.S.W. has a  v a l i d i t y  a s  w e l l .  W e  may be a b l e  t o  draw t e s t a b l e  
hypotheses and p r i n c i p l e s  from work c a r r i e d  out  w i t h  them. 



During t h e  Yamba survey t h e  recording of t h e  archaeologica l  s i t e s  
was undertaken s e p a r a t e l y  from recording and v i s i t i n g  a r e a s  of s i g n i f i -  
cance t o  l o c a l  Aborigines. When maps of these  f e a t u r e s  were compared, 
however ,  i t  was found  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  c l o s e  c o r r e l a t i o n  between t h e  
p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  s h e l l  middens, and Good Food Places  and Recent Camping 
P l a c e s  of  present-day l o c a l  Aborigines (see  f i g u r e  1). I n  a r e a s  which 
were of no p a r t i c u l a r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  t h e  Aborigines no archaeological  
s i t e s  were encountered. For each of t h e  s i x  s h e l l  middens t h e r e  was an 
a t t e n d a n t  Good F o o d - g e t t i n g  P l a c e  o r  Recent  Camping P l a c e .  We do n o t  
t h i n k  t h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  of  f e a t u r e s  f o r t u i t o u s  and f e e l  i t  i n v i t e s  
c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  e x a m p l e s  f rom t h e  N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y .  Jones '  (1980) 
comment a b o u t  Anbara  a c t i v i t i e s  i s  a p t .  "What makes a  p a r t i c u l a r  
l o c a t i o n  good f o r  a  d i n n e r - t i m e  camp, o r  a  f o o d - p r o c e s s i n g  s i t e  today 
w i l l  a l s o  be good tomorrow, and t h e r e f o r e  the  type of d iscard  across  the  
l a n d s c a p e  i s  n o t  a t  random b u t  i s  q u i t e  t i g h t l y  s t r u c t u r e d l ' ( ~ o n e s ,  
1980:159). The Yamba evidence m i r r o r s  t h i s  very  t i g h t  d i sca rd  s t r u c t u r e  
o b s e r v e d  by J o n e s .  We w i l l  now examine  t h e  r e a s o n s  why we t h i n k  t h i s  
occurs .  

We do n o t  suggest  t h a t  t h i s  r ep resen t s  t h e  complete round of a c t i -  
v i t i e s .  I n d e e d  we c h o s e  o n l y  t o  h i g h l i g h t  t h o s e  a r e a s  where a rchaeo-  
l o g i c a l  s u r v e y  was u n d e r t a k e n .  There  a r e  many o t h e r  Good Food and 
Camping P l a c e s  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  a rea .  Undoubtedly, some of these  could be 
u s e d  i n  a  way a n a l o g o u s  t o  Meehan's (1982:163-5) o b s e r v a t i o n s  of  t h e  
Anbara  a f t e r  a n  e x t r e m e l y  we t  season .  A f t e r  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  most 
favoured food resources  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  Anbara merely exploi ted  less-  
va lued a r e a s  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  resources.  A more comprehensive f i e l d  study 
might  r e v e a l  a  f a r  more complicated p i c t u r e  of e x p l o i t a t i o n  than t h a t  
p resen ted  here. But we t h i n k  t h a t  the  conclusions we present  here  s t i l l  
s t and .  

N o r t h  C o a s t  A b o r i g i n a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  have ,  a t  t h e  moment, a  low 
socio-economic p o s i t i o n  (i.e. they  a r e  poor, though we use  t h i s  term i n  
t h e  n o n - t e c h n i c a l  s e n s e  of  t h e  word - c f .  Ga le ,  1977:  326-7). T h i s  i s  
due i n  t h e  main t o  t h e  h igh  l e v e l  of unemployment amongst them. Thus, 
t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  money f l o w i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  A b o r i g i n a l  communi t i e s  and 
money t h a t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  spent  f i r s t  on European food. 
There a r e  o f t e n  o t h e r  n e c e s s i t i e s  of h igher  p r i o r i t y .  As a  r e s u l t  t h e r e  
i s  a  d e s i r e  t o  s u p p l e m e n t  t h e  d i e t  by c a t c h i n g  f i s h ,  c o l l e c t i n g  vege- 
t a b l e  foods and s h e l l f i s h ,  and k i l l i n g  t h e  occas ional  kangaroo o r  ant- 
e a t e r .  T h e s e  f o o d s - t h e y  e i t h e r - e a t  o r  s e l l  a s  food  o r  b a i t  t o  o t h e r s .  
Due t o  t h e  u s u r p a t i o n  o f  h u n t i n g  l a n d s  by European p a s t o r a l i s t s ,  t h i s  
need t o  supplement t h e  European-based d i e t  would have been present  i n  
t h e  p a s t ,  probably a lmos t  immediately a f t e r  European contact .  It may 
have been exacerbated i n  t h e  more recen t  pas t  by mechanization of jobs 
p rev ious ly  performed by u n s k i l l e d  labour (e.g. sugar cane cut t ing) .  

I t  may be reasonably  asked how t h i s  makes t h e  Yamba Aborigines any 
d i f f e r e n t  from any o t h e r  group of poor. We th ink  t h e r e  a r e  two important 
p o i n t s  t h a t  go some way i n  both answering t h i s  ques t ion  and explaining 
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between p r e h i s t o r i c  archaeologica l  s i t e s  and present- 
d a y  f o o d - g e t t i n g  and camping p l a c e s .  F i r s t ,  a  c e n s u s  and genealogy 
c o l l e c t e d  dur ing d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  l o c a l  Aboriginal  informants indicated 
t h a t  many of them have Yaygir ances t ry .  The Yaygir t r i b e  occupied the  
Yamba a r e a  a t  t h e  t i m e  of contac t .  Many of them have a f f i n a l  k in  t i e s  
w i t h  t h e  B a n d j a l a n g  and Gumbaynggir t r i b e s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  and s o u t h  of 
t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  However, t h e y  a l s o  espouse  a  d e f i n i t e  
a f f i l i a t i o n  and i d e n t i t y  a s  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i o - l i n g u i s t i c  group. It i s  



t r u e  t h a t  l o n g  c o n t a c t  w i t h  p o t e n t i a l l y  d o m i n a t i n g  o u t s i d e r s ,  f i r s t  
t h e i r  A b o r i g i n a l  n e i g h b o u r s ,  t h e n  E u r o p e a n s ,  h a s  m e a n t  a  c o n t i n u o u s  
process of t r ans fo rmat ion  of Yaygir i d e n t i t y ,  involving t h e  s h a r i n g  of 
language, resources  and b e l i e f s  w i t h  o t h e r  groups, both  Black and White. 
Yet throughout, these  people have maintained a s e p a r a t e  and d i s t i n c t  i v e  
Abor ig ina l i ty  a s  Yaygir people ( ~ i g u r e  2). 
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F i g u r e  2. Genealogy of  t h e  L a u r i e  f a m i l y ,  Yamba. L i v i n g  members a r e  
represented  by unshaded symbols. 

Second, we know t h a t  a t  t h e  t ime  of European c o n t a c t  t h e  Yaygir ,  o r  
some of them a t  l e a s t ,  'were s e m i - s e d e n t a r y .  When Mat thew k l i n d e r s  
v i s i t e d  t h e  a r e a  i n  1799 he found an inhab i t ed  "vi l lage"  .of l a r g e  c i r c u -  
l a r  huts   an 1964:171). The h u t s  sugges t  a r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h  degree  of 
sedentism. Food resources  must have been w i t h i n  c l o s e  walking d i s t a n c e  
o f  t h e  "v i l l age" .  Coleman (1982:7) h a s  a r g u e d  c o g e n t l y  t h a t  s u c h ,  v i l -  
lages  were more than merely seasonal  aggrega t ions  t o  e x p l o i t  s e a s o n a l  l y  
abundant r e sources .  

I t  i s  a p p a r e n t ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  t h e  Y a y g i r  p e o p l e  now l i v i n g  i n  Yamba, 
have a d e m o n s t r a b l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  d e s c e n t  and r e s i d e n c e  w i t h  t h o s e  
A b o r i g i n e s  l i v i n g - i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  i n i t i a l  ~ u r b ~ e a n  s e t t l e -  
ment. With  t h i s  and t h e i r  u s e  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  f o o d s  i n  mind ,  i t  i s  n o t  
s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  a r e a s  e x p l o i t e d  by Abor ig ines  be fo re  European c o n t a c t  
continue t o  be used by t h e i r  descendants ,  though n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  u s i n g  
t r a d i t i o n a l  Aboriginal  techniques. 

Although t h e  middens a r e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  Good Food-getting and Camp- 
i n g  p l a c e s ,  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  c a r r i e d  o u t  by p r e s e n t  day  A b o r i g i n e s  a t  
t h o s e  p l a c e s  a r e  n o t  p r i m a r i l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  s h e l l f i s h  c o l l e c t i n g .  
They a r e  e i t h e r  hunting, f i s h i n g  o r  camping a c t i v i t i e s .  I n  t h e  c a s e  of 
Bar r i  Point ,  t h e  a r e a  i s  an e x c e l l e n t  f i s h i n g  'place. I n  t h e  c a s e  of  t h e  
Stockyard midden, swans' eggs can be c o l l e c t e d  abundantly from t h e  a r e a .  



There a r e  two exp lana t ions  t h a t  could account f o r  t h i s  discrepancy 
between t h e  p r e h i s t o r i c  s h e l l  middens and t h e  use t o  which these  a r e a s  
a r e  now put  by l o c a l  Aborigines. 1 )  It could rep resen t  a  change i n  the  
u s e  t o  w h i c h  t h e s e  a r e a s  w e r e  p u t  e c o n o m i c a l l y .  Coleman (1982:8-9) 
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  - t h e r e  was a  major change i n  subs i s t ence  s t r a t e g i e s  i n  the  
r e g i o n  ca.  2,000 y e a r s  ago. However most  o f  t h e  s i t e s  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  
t h i s  paper  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  pos t -date  t h i s  period and a r e  thus  a  r e f l e c t i o n  
o f  t h e  n e w e r  s t r a t e g y ,  a s  s e e n  a t  c o n t a c t .  2) I t  c o u l d  mean t h a t  t h e  
s h e l l   midden,^ a r e  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  a n  a r e a  used  f o r  some o t h e r  purpose .  
The s h e l l  middens were n o t  formed i n  those a r e a s  because t h e  Aborigines 
w e r e  p r i m a r i l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  s h e l l f i s h  t h e r e ;  r a t h e r  t h e y  were 
c a r r y i n g  o u t  some o t h e r  a c t i v i t y  and e a t i n g  s h e l l f i s h  t h e r e  was an 
a s s o c i a t e d  a c t i v i t y .  

T h e r e  i s  a  v a r i e t y  o f  e v i d e n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  second c o n t e n t i o n .  
F i r s t l y ,  t h e  s h e l l  middens themselves conta in  evidence of o t h e r  types of 
food. Both t h e  Stockyard and B a r r i  Point  middens have bone from o t h e r  
an imals  i n  them (excavat ion  would provide a  c l e a r e r  p ic ture) .  They a l s o  
c o n t a i n  s t o n e  t o o l s  more than  l i k e l y  a s soc ia ted  wi th  t h e  procurement of 
v e g e t a b l e  o r  v e r t e b r a t e  a n i m a l  food.  The S t o c k y a r d  midden c o n t a i n s  
backed b lades  ( ~ o n d i  po in t s ) ,  which appear t o  be as soc ia ted  wi th  la rge  
game h u n t i n g  e l s e w h e r e  i n  N.S.W. ( ~ c ~ r ~ d e  1976).  The o n l y  s h e l l f i s h  
types  which a r e  s e v e r e l y  l i m i t e d  i n  t h e i r  geographical  d i s t r i b u t i o n  a r e  
rocky p l a t f o r m  types.  Es tua r ine  spec ies  can be c o l l e c t e d  from anywhere 
a l o n g  t h e  r i v e r  banks  and l a g o o n  and p i p i s  can  be c o l l e c t e d  from any- 
where a long t h e  beaches. Th i s  might suggest  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no need fo r  
l a r g e  s h e l l  middens  t o  a c c u m u l a t e  anywhere e x c e p t  beh ind  rocky p l a t -  
forms. Why then t h e  l a r g e  Stockyard midden? 

Even where  a  s p e c i f i c  a s s o c i a t i o n  be tween  t h e  middens  and 
c o l l e c t  ion  of s h e l l f i s h  might be expected, namely the  rocky pla t forms,  
we f i n d  t h a t  t h e  two middens  on them a r e  composed o f  a  v a r i e t y  of  
s h e l l f i s h  types.  The B a r r i  Po in t  midden conta ins  l o t s  of p i p i s  and some 
e s t u a r i n e  s h e l l f i s h .  The Angour ie  P o i n t  midden i s  composed a l m o s t  
comple te ly  of p i p i  s h e l l .  Thus, t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  of rocky pla t form she l l -  
f i s h  s p e c i e s  a t  e i t h e r  of t h e s e  two s i t e s  does not  seem t o  have been t h e  
p r imary  reason f o r  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n  a t  these  places.  

Th i s  d i s c u s s i o n  r e s t s  on t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  of only s i x  archaeologica l  
s i t e s  and p l a c e s  of s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  present-day Aborigines i n  t h e  Yamba 
a r e a  of N.S.W. We recognize t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  smal l  sample. I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  
h o w e v e r ,  i n  a n  a r e a  c a  200km s o u t h  o f  Yamba t h i s  same r e l a t i o n s h i p  
o c c u r s  b e t w e e n  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i t e s  unknown t o  l o c a l  A b o r i g i n e s  and 
a r e a s  t h e y  now e x p l o i t  f o r  f i s h  and s h e l l f i s h .  The.New South  Wales 
Na t iona l  Parks and W i l d l i f e  Se rv ice  S i t e s  of Signi f icance  Survey team 
recorded an a r e a  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  Aborigines nea r  S c o t t s  Head on the  mid- 
n o r t h  c o a s t  o f  N.S.W. T h i s  s i t e ,  known a s  "Ngumbar Campsite",  was 
supposed t r a d i t i o n a l l y  t o  have been camped on by a  group of Aborigines 
from t h e  Ngumbar t r i b e .  Local Aborigines s t i l l  go t o  t h i s  a r e a  today as  
i t  i s  known t o  them a s  a n  a r e a  o f  good f i s h i n g .  Thus,  i t  cou ld  be 
c l a s s i f i e d  a s  b o t h  an  A n c e s t r a l  Camping P l a c e  and a  Good Food P l a c e .  
Th i s  in fo rmat ion  was obta ined from an i n i t i a t e  of the  Gumbaynggir t r i b e  
 ell^ and  Donovan 1976).  When t h i s  r e c o r d i n g  was made, no a t t e n d a n t  
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  f e a t u r e s  w e r e  r e p o r t e d ,  n o r  were  any l i s t e d  i n  t h e  
N.P.W.S. r e g i s t e r .  When one  o f  u s  (L.G.) c a r r i e d  o u t  a  s u r v e y  i n  t h e  
a r e a  s u b s e q u e n t  t o  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  of  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t h r e e  s h e l l  
m i d d e n s  w e r e  l o c a t e d ,  two o f  them q u i t e  e x t e n s i v e  and i n  a  s t r a t i f i e d  
con tex t  . 



Most archaeologica l  s i t e s  do n o t  g ive  any i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e l a -  
t i v e  con t r ibu t ion  of p l a n t  foods, but  even where o n l y  an imal  meat can be 
quan t i f i ed  we f i n d  t h a t  s h e l l f i s h  con t r ibu ted  l e s s  than h a l f  t h e  meat  
r e p r e s e n t e d  by bones  and s h e l l f  i s h  a t  even  the- .  l a r g e s t  and  d e n s e s t  o f  
middens. For  S t u a r t s  P o i n t  midden , .  on  t h e  N.S.W. m i d - n o r t h  c o a s t ,  
Callaghan (1980:96) c a l c u l a t e d  t h a t  a l l  s h e l l f i s h  s p e c i e s  c o n t r i b u t e d  
245.94,kg o f  meat  w h i l e  f i s h  and mammals c o n t r i b u t e d  o v e r  334kg.  F o r  
Clybucca, a l s o  on t h e  mid-north c o a s t ,  Callaghan c a l c u l a t e d  t h a t  s h e l  l- 
f i s h  p r o v i d e d  91.6 kg o f  m e a t ,  w h i l e  f i s h  and mammal sq c o n t r i b u t e d  
103.6kg. Barz (1982:14) makes a  s i m i l a r  obse rva t ion  concerning a  midden 
l o c a t e d  on t h e  Tweed R i v e r  e s t u a r y .  Here ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  s h e l l f i s h  a r e  
the  most obvious remains,  the  f i s h  remains a r e  a c t u a l l y  t h e  most impor- 
t a n t  i n  te rms of t h e  quan t i ty  of food con t r ibu ted  t o  t h e  d i e t .  

Some s h e l l  middens seem t o  be o r i e n t e d  pure ly  t o  t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  
of s h e l l f i s h .  Examples o f  t h e s e  t y p e s  o f  middens  a r e  t h o s e  f o u n d  a t  
B a l l i n a  ( ~ a i l e y ,  1975) and Wombah ( ~ c ~ r y d e ,  1974) .  T h i s  o r i e n t a t  i o n  
t o w a r d s  s h e l l f i s h  i s  adduced f r o m  t h e  a p p a r e n t  l a c k  o f  a n y  o t h e r  f o o d  
remains a p a r t  from shel  l f  ish.  F o r g e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  moment t h e  t aphonomic 
problems, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h a t  of d i f f e r e n t i a l  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of bone, it can 
be argued t h a t  even i f  such middens were p r i m a r i l y  l o c a t e d  f o r  e x p l o i t a -  
t i o n  o f  s h e l l f i s h ,  t h e y  s o u l d  o n l y  r e p r e s e n t  a m i n o r  e l e m e n t  o f  t h e  
a n n u a l  d i e t  q u a n t i t y - w i s e .  B a i l e y  (1975:  56)  h a s  c a l c u l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
o y s t e r s  i n  one of  t h e  B a l l i n a  middens  c o m p r i s e  97% of  t h e  m e a t  w e i g h t  
r e p r e s e n t e d  by bone and s h e l l  i n  t h e  midden. T h i s  o y s t e r  m e a t  would 
have been s u f f i c i e n t  t o  s u p p l y  100 p e o p l e  w i t h  50% of t h e i r  c a l o r i f i c  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  o n l y  1 4  days  a  y e a r  % o v e r  t h e  p e r i o d  t h e  m i d d e n  was 
occupied. 

Even i f  s h e l l f i s h  were t h e  most impor tant  e lement  i n  a  d i e t ,  loca-  
t i o n  of the  middensecan s t i l l  r e l a t e  t o  o t h e r  f a c t o r s .  S u l l i v a n  (1976, 
1980) has shown t h a t  a  number of c r i t e r i a  o t h e r  than s h e l l f i s h  ava i l ab -  
i l i t y  c o n t r o l  midden l o c a t i o n  on t h e  N.S.W. c o a s t .  A c c e s s  t o  w a t e r ,  
s tone sources and des i red  landform t o  camp on seemed t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e i r  
locat ion.  O'Connor (1980:lOO-12) argues  f o r c e f u l l y  t h a t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of 
t h e  S t o c k y a r d  midden s i t e  on H u n t e r  I s l a n d  c a n  b e  b e s t  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  
t a k i n g  a d v a n t a g e  of  a s  l a r g e  a  number o f  r e s o u r c e s  a s  p o s s i b l e .  T h a t  
i s ,  t h e  s i t e  i s  located a t  an op t ima l  l o c a t i o n  f o r  a  number of  r e sources  
so t h a t  a l l  t hese  resources  may be u t i l i z e d  , a s  d e s i r e d  o r  r equ i red .  A s  
t h e  s i t e  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  anyway i t  i s  u n l i k e l y  
t h a t  i t  was located  p r i m a r i l y  t o  e x p l o i t  she l  l f  ish.  

The most  d e t a i l e d  e t h n o g r a p h i c  accoun t  of Abor ig ina l  s u b s i s t e n c e  
s t r a t e g i e s  i s  t h a t  by Meehan of  t h e  Anbara  i n  Arnhem Land (1977;1982) .  
In  analys ing d a t a  on the  r e l a t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  of v a r i o u s  foods  t o  t h e  
Anbara d i e t ,  Meehan found t h a t  a t  no t i m e  du r ing  t h e  y e a r , d i d , s h e l l f i s h  
c o n t r i b u t e  more t h a n  9% of t h e  f o o d  consumed. T h i s  was a n  i m p o r t a n t  
con t r ibu t ion ,  because it c a r r i e d  them through lean  t i m e s  when o t h e r  food 
was s c a r c e  ( ~ e e h a n  1977:516-23). However, i t  . a l s o  means  t h a t  t h e  
r e s u l t i n g  s h e l l  middens  a r e  a  r e f l e c t i o n  of  l e s s  t h a n  10% o f  t h e  f o o d  
consumed a t  such s i t e s .  This emphasizes t h e  arguments p resen ted  above. 
However, w h i l e  we have  a r g u e d  t h a t  camp s i t e  l o c a t i o n  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  
resources o the r  than s h e l l f  i sh ,  Meehan (1977 :523) comments t h a t  f o r  t h e  
Anbara "proximity t o  s h e l l  beds was a  major c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  loca-  
t i o n  of base and d inner  t ime camps". Whether t h e r e  i s  some major d i f -  
ference  i n  the  v a r i a b l e s  considered i n  making d e c i s i o n s  about camp s i t e  
l o c a t i o n  i n  n o r t h e r n  and s o u t h - e a s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a  r e m a i n s  t o  b e  more  
f u l l y  inves t iga ted .  There i s  no reason  t o  suppose, however, t h a t  s h e l l -  
f i s h  d i d  not  serve  t h e  same r o l e  of s t a p l e  food i n  c o a s t a l  sou th -eas tem 
A u s t r a l i a  a s  they do i n  nor thern  A u s t r a l i a  ( ~ o w d l e r  1981). 



SOME FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

A n o t h e r  u s e  o f  t h e  Yamba d a t a  c o n c e r n s  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  su rvey  
s t r a t e g i e s .  Such s t r a t e g i e s  c a n  be  a  h i g h l y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  means of  
s a m p l i n g  a n  a r e a  f o r  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i t e s .  They may be  based on 
s t a t i s t i c a l  and  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  b u t  an  o p p o r t u n i s t i c  
"grab-bag" s t r a t e g y  i s  more genera l ly  employed p a r t i c u l a r l y  on prelim- 
i n a r y  s u r v e y s  r e l a t e d  t o  E.I.S. work. T h i s  s t r a t e g y  e n t a i l s  t h e  loca -  
t i o n  o f  a r e a s  o f  supposed  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  v i s i b i l i t y  on a e r i a l  photo-  
graphs  and by a  v e h i c l e - a s s i s t e d  examination of t h e  area.  Then a more 
d e t a i l e d  examination on f o o t  i s  undertaken of these  a reas  of reasonably 
h i g h  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  v i s i b i l i t y .  T h i s  i s  g e n e r a l l y  employed because  
dense v e g e t a t i o n  can make p e n e t r a t i o n  of a r e a s  d i f f i c u l t  and locat ing  of 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e l i c s  n e a r - i m p o s s i b l e .  Time c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  may a l s o  
p l a y  t h e i r  p a r t  i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of t h i s  s t r a t e g y .  I t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  
hoped t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  c l e a r e d  a r e a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  e a c h  of t h e  
e n v i r o n m e n t s  i n  t h e  s u r v e y  a r e a .  I f  t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e  a  few t r a n -  
s e c t s  a r e  made of  t h e  zones t h a t  do no t  possess  any a r e a s  of reasonable 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  v i s i b i l i t y ,  f o r  t h e  sake of saying a t  l e a s t  i t  was check- 
ed. The in£  ormat ion p resen t  ed i n  t h i s  paper suggest s  t h a t  informat ion 
f r o m  A b o r i g i n a l  i n f o r m a n t s  a b o u t  p l a c e s  t h e y  go t o  c o l l e c t  food and 
f i s h ,  and camp t o  "get away from it  a l l" ,  may a l low some r e f i n i n g  of the  
a b o v e  s u r v e y  method.  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  employ ing  t h e  "grab-bag" method, 
examinat ion  of present-day A b o r i g i n a l  f o o d - g e t t i n g  a r e a s  and camping 
p l a c e s  may be a  means of ga in ing  some de f inab le ,  c o n t r o l l a b l e  l i m i t s  on 
a r e a s  t h a t  might o t h e r w i s e  o n l y  be checked by t r a n s e c t .  It is  a t  l e a s t  
a s  s u i t a b l e  a s  t h i s  'hit o r  miss" t a c t i c .  

A l t h o u g h  i n  t h e  Yamba c a s e  we have  d e m o n s t r a t e d  a  c o n t i n u i t y  of  
l a n d  t e n u r e  and  t h e r e b y  a r g u e d  t h a t  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of  r e s o u r c e s  i s  an 
express  ion  of t h i s  c o n t i n u i t y ,  another  explanat  ion could be proffered.  
Th i s  i s  t h a t  t h e  p laces  t h a t  t h e  Yamba Aborigines v i s i t  t o  c o l l e c t  food 
a r e  s imply  t h e  b e s t  p l a c e s  t o  go. That i s ,  u t i l i z a t i o n  has been deter-  
mined by environmental  r a t h e r  than c u l t u r a l  cons idera t ions .  This may be 
s o ,  b u t  l i t t l e  a l t e r s  t h e  u s e f u l n e s s  o f  t h e  s t u d y  a s  an  e thnoarchaeo-  
l o g i c a l  o b s e r v a t i o n  a s  i t  s t i l l  c o n t a i n s  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  u s e  t o  t h e  
a r c h a e o l o g i s t  i n  unders tanding s i t e  loca t  ion i n  a r e a s  where Aborigines 
a r e  no  l o n g e r  p r e s e n t .  T h i s  means t h a t  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  might  be 
genera l i zed  and extended t o  a r e a s  where s i m i l a r  environmental condit ions 
p e r t a i n ,  b u t  no  A b o r i g i n a l  i n f o r m a n t s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  C l e a r l y  an  
i n t e r e s t i n g  s i t u a t i o n  emerges where archaeologica l  evidence shows t h a t  
t h e  p r e h i s t o r i c  . inhab i t an t s  were not  e x p l o i t i n g  resources  i n  such a  way 
a t  a  s i t e  loca t ion .  Study of Aborigines l i v i n g  on rese rves  i n  Queens- 
land would a l l o w  u s  t o  develop t h i s  aspect  because t h e r e  we have people 
u t i l i z i n g  " t r a d i t i o n a l "  f o o d s ,  b u t  i n  a r e a s  t h a t  were  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  ranges,  because they have been moved. 

Chase (1981 :23-4) has  c r i t i c i z e d  the  a t t i t u d e  of those re sea rchers  
who have s t u d i e d  outback Aborigines because they s e e  them a s  possessing 
t h e  l a s t  r e m a i n i n g  v e s t i g e s  o f  t r u e  A b o r i g i n a l i t y .  H e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
t h i s  tends  t o  i n v i t e  comparison between "real" Aborigines ( those  l i v i n g  
i n  outback n o r t h e r n  and c e n t r a l  A u s t r a l i a )  and town/urban  A b o r i g i n e s ,  
who a r e  s e e n  t o  be  t r y i n g  t o  c a s h  i n  on t h e  " r e a l "  Abor ig ines '  l and  
c l a i m s  and hard-won concessions.  Langton (1981 : 17) has f u r t h e r  argued 
t h a t  t h i s  dichotomy between t r i b a l  Aborigines and towdurban  Aborigines 
has  l e d  t o  a  s i t u a t i o n  where town/urban Aborigines a r e  considered t o  be 
c u l t u r e l e s s ,  o r  a t  b e s t  p o s s e s s i n g  a  " c u l t u r e  of  poverty".  Chase and 
Langton both  show convincingly t h a t  a d i s t i n c t  Aboriginal  c u l t u r e  does 



exist in cities, towns and missions elsewhere in Australia. They pos- 
sess either traditional forms of culture (such as seen by Chase at the 
Lockhart River mission in Queensland) or entirely new forms that can 
only be seen as a distinctly Aboriginal adaptation to new circumstances. 

Amongst the Yaygir people of Yamba little information about in- 
crease sites and very little about totemic affiliations persists. How- 
ever this is no't so in the case of knowledge of hunting, fishing and 
collecting practices and places where these can be carried out. Indeed 
the main reasons for the success of Aborigines in this area in adapting 
to the m a G  changes brought about since the coming of Europeans, appear 
to be gradual, and have not cut off the strong ties that people have 
with the land. There is a continuity of land/resource utilization which 
may extend back as far as ca.3,000 years. Observations such as these 
have significant implications * for the granting of land rights to Abor- 
iginal people who are living in southern parts of the continent, not 
just those in the Northern Territory. The Yamba example emphasizes that 
a distinctly Aboriginal culture can be seen to exist in this group 
ofl'town" Aborigines. We are not suggesting that unless some demon- 
stration of continuity with "traditional" Aboriginal. culture is made, no 
distinctive Aboriginal culture exists (see Langton (1981) .for criticisms 
of this argument). We are saying that in the case of the Yamba Abor- 
igines, this continuity is a demonstration of this distinctive Aborigin- 
al culture. This is another example of the "tribal-rural-urban" tri- 
angle and "real" versus "town" Aboriginal dichotomy being shown to be a 
false distinction between these various groups of Aborigines. 

Finally we think this situation of Aborigines being to some degree 
dependent on locally-available natural resources is also an opportunity 
to broaden the scope of E.I .S .  work. It seems that such work must take 
into account Aboriginal interests related to other than sacred, reli- 
gious and mythological sites (recognizing that these are not mutually 
exclusive). The Yamba people would be adversely affected by any develop- 
ment in their area which deprived them of access to these good food 
places and camping ,places. Natural resources play an important part in 
their economy. We can perhaps see the use of these traditional food 
sources in terms of the concept of staple foods as discussed by Bowdler 
(1981) and Meehan (1975). The "traditional" foods exploited by the 
Aborigines at Yamba do not necessarily contribute the greatest propor- 
tion of food to their diet, either in terms of weight or calories. They 
are however, seasonally, dependable resources that can be called on as 
needed. ' Hinderance of access to these resources would cause consider- 
able hardship for the community, in the way that destruction of sites of 
religious significance that held a more emotional attachment would also 
be inimical to the interests of Aboriginal people. 

We have attempted to show that there is some informat ion of value 
to archaeologists to be obtained from ethnographic studies of the 
Aborigines of the N.S.W. coast, and possibly elsewhere in the settled 
areas of southern Australia. At the very least it might serve some 
predictive value for E.I.S.  work. However, more detailed study is 
likely to reveal information of greater import than simply that of site 
location. It may be that further studies will be useful in advancing 
discussion about, for instance, optimal foraging strategies and 
continuity in belief systems relating to use/ownership of land and 
resources, questions of interest to anthropologists and archaeologists 
a1 ike . 
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