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I n  r e c e n t  yea r s  t h e r e  has been a  sharp  inc rease  i n  i n t e r e s t  i n  the  
archaeology of Northwest Queensland. The a r e a  has h i t h e r t o  been neglect-  
ed by a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  due t o  both  t h e  p r o h i b i t i v e  cos t  of f ie ldwork and 
t h e  c o a s t a l  o r i e n t a t  ion of a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  q u e s t  i o n s  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  The 
f o l l o w i n g  summary i s  presented t o  inform QAR readers  of t h e  work t h a t  
has  been undertaken i n  t h e  a r e a  and t h a t  which i s  s t i l l  i n  progress. . 

The g e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a  o f  c o n c e r n  h e r e  i s  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  a r i d  and 
semi-ar id  landscape west of t h e  Great Divide and nor th  of t h e  t r o p i c  of 
C a p r i c o r n .  Much o f  t h i s  a r e a  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  marked s e a s o n s  t h a t  
t y p i f y  t h e  c l i m a t e  of t r o p i c a l  n o r t h e r n  Aus t ra l i a .  

E x c e l l e n t  e t h n o h i s t o r i c  in fo rmat ion  has been gathered from p a r t s  of 
t h i s  r eg ion ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  by Roth (1897, 1904). U n t i l  r e c e n t l y ,  archaeo- 
l o g i c a l  work had c o n c e n t r a t e d  on  t h e  c o a s t l i n e  of  t h e  Gulf .  T i n d a l e  
(1925126) undertook ethnographic and a rchaeo log ica l  work on t h e  is lands 
and a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t l i n e  o f  t h e  g u l f  of  C a r p e n t a r i a .  I n  t h e  1940's 
through t o  t h e  1960's competent amateurs such a s  Gresser (1962, 1%3a,  
1963b, 1964) commented b r i e f l y  on, and c o l l e c t e d  l a rge  numbers of a r t e -  
f a c t s  f r o m ,  many open s i t e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w e s t e r n  p a r t  of  t h e  s t a t e ,  
inc lud ing  t h e  northwest .  More r e c e n t l y  Richard Robins and David Trigger 
have conducted p re l iminary  s i t e  survey work on t h e  Wellesly I s l ands  and 
on t h e  a d j a c e n t  mainland. 

Depos i t s  i n  two Abor ig inal  a rchaeo log ica l  s i t e s  i n  t h e  Mount I s a  
Uplands were dated  by means of thermoluminescence ( ~ o r t l o c k ,  P r i ce ,  and 
G a r d i n e r  1 9 7 9 ) ;  however ,  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  e x c a v a t i o n  h a s  n e v e r  been 
explained.  Abor ig inal  r angers  and Honorary  wardens  of t h e  Archaeology 
Branch of t h e  DAIA based i n  Mount I s a  made pe r iod ic  surveys of se lec ted  
a r e a s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1970's. The a r e a  h a s  been s u b j e c t  t o  l a r g e  s c a l e  
mining and r e l a t e d  development but  none of these  have been accompanied 
by s y s t e m a t i c  a rchaeo log ica l  survey and assessment work. 

I n  1979 P h i l i p  Hughes i n i t i a t e d  an i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
i n t o  t h e  a r c h a e o l o g y  o f  t h e  Lawn H i l l  Gorge a r e a .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  was 
u n d e r t a k e n  f o r  t h e  Archaeo logy  Branch of  t h e  D A I A  on N a t i o n a l  E s t a t e  
G r a n t s  P rogram f u n d s  f r o m  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  H e r i t a g e  Commission. I n  t h e  
f i r s t  s t a g e  Hughes and Ken Aplin excavated four  t e s t  squares i n  Col less  
Creek  Cave and i n t e n s i v e l y  s u r v e y e d  t h e  a d j a c e n t  gorge  a r e a .  Hughes 
e n l i s t e d  a  v a r i e t y  of r e sea rchers  t o  analyse  t h e  m a t e r i a l  derived from 
t h e s e  p r e l i m i n a r y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s :  

. , 
* S t r a t i g r a p h y  and geomorphic h i s t o r y  - P h i l i p  Hughes and John Magee 

( ~ u g h e s  1983, Magee and Eughes 1983). 



Radioca rbon  d a t i n g  of  s h e l l  and c h a r c o a l  - J o h n  Head o f  t h e  ANU 
radiocarbon l a b o r a t o r y .  
Faunal remains - Ken Aplin, Univers i ty  of New South Wales. 
S t o n e  a r t e f a c t  a n a l y s i s  - P e t e r  H i s c o c k  hi is cock and  Hughes 1 9 8 1 ,  
Hiscock  1984a). 
P e t r o l o g y  and f l a k i n g  q u a l i t i e s  of  t h e  s t o n e  m a t e r i a l s  - A l a n  
Watchman, consul tant  g e o s c i e n t i s t ,  Canberra, and P e t e r  Hiscock. 
Human t e e t h  from t h e  P l e i s t o c e n e  d e p o s i t s  - P e t e r  Brown, Univers- 
i t y  of New England. 
P a r i e t a l  a r t  i n  b o t h  t h e  c a v e  and numerous  s i t e s  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  
gorge system - Michael Morwood, Univers i ty  of New England. 

Col less  Creek Cave has proved t o  con ta in  m a t e r i a l  o l d e r  t h a n  20,000 
years BP and it i s  poss ib le  t o  i n f e r  d ramat ic  change i n  t h e  environment- 
a l  and human h i s t o r y  throughout t h i s  per iod  ( s e e  Hiscock 1984a). David 
T r i g g e r  of  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Queens land  h a s  v i s i t e d  t h e  a r e a  w i t h  
members of t h e  l o c a l  Aboriginal  community t o  r ecord  modem p a t t e r n s  of 
resource use.  

It i s  planned t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h i s  work w i l l  be drawn t o g e t h e r  
f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  a  f u t u r e  monograph. A p r o g r e s s  r e p o r t  d r a w i n g  t o -  
ge ther  the r e s u l t s  of p re l iminary  analyses  and a l r e a d y  publ ished m a t e s  
i a l  i s  c u r r e n t l y  being prepared. 

I n  1980 P h i l i p  Hughes, P e t e r  H i s c o c k ,  and M i c h a e l  Morwood, a c -  
companied by honorary wardens from Mount I s a ,  surveyed a  30km s t r e t c h  of 
t h e  O'shannasy R i v e r ,  n o r t h w e s t  o f - M o u n t  I s a .  Dur ing  t h e  s u r v e y  66  
s i t e s ,  mostly s c a t t e r s  of s t o n e  a r t e f a c t s ,  q u a r r i e s  and rock a r t  s i t e s ,  
were found and recorded. 

I n  1981 P e t e r  Hiscock began a  PhD t h e s i s  c e n t r e d  upon Lawn H i l l  
S t a t i o n ,  t h e  p r o p e r t y  on which C o l l e s s  Creek  l i e s .  The p u r p o s e  was t o  
expand upon the  work i n i t i a t e d  by Hughes, concen t ra t ing  upon t h e  s t o n e  
a r t e f a c t s . T o  t h i s  e n d H i s c o c k  h a s  r e - e x c a v a t e d  C o l l e s s  C r e e k  Cave a s  
we l l  a s  seven o t h e r  s i t e s  on t h e  s t a t i o n .  I n  .I982 Hiscock a l s o  undertook 
d e t a i l e d  f i e l d  surveys aimed a t  ob ta in ing  informat  ion about  s i t e  loca-  
t i o n  and t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  a r t e f a c t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  l a n d s c a p e .  
Pre l iminary  r e s u l t s  of one p a r t  of t h i s  r e s e a r c h  a r e  con ta ined  i n  t h i s  
volume in is cock 1984b). 

Meanwhile o t h e r  p r o j e c t s  w e r e  b e i n g  i n i t i a t e d  e l s e w h e r e  i n - t h e  
northwest.  Michael Morwood undertook wide ranging surveys  of uplands  i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of ~ u ~ h e n d e n ,  Croydon,  and Georgetown d u r i n g  l a t e  1980.  
~ u r i n g '  ' these surveys Morwood excavated Mickey Spr ings  34, a  sandstone 
rockshel ter .  A charcoal  sample from t h e  base of t h e  excava t ion  y ie lded  a  
da te  of 8310 2 80  eta-4225) ro or wood and Godwin 1982:52). Luke Godwin 
has  a n a l y s e d  t h e  f a u n a l  r e m a i n s  found  i n  t h e  t e s t  s q u a r e .  I n  J u n e  1983  
Morwood r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  s i t e  and  e x c a v a t e d  f u r t h e r  s q u a r e s .  Morwood 
in tends  t o  undertake f u r t h e r  excavat ions  i n  a  number of l o c a t i o n s  w i t h i n  
t h i s  r eg ion .  

I n  1981 I a i n  ~ a " i d s o n  i n i t i a t e d  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  and  e t h n o g r a p h i c  
r e s e a r c h ' i n  t h e  Toko r a n g e  a r e a  o f  f a r  w e s t e r n  Q u e e n s l a n d .  I n  
conjunction wi th  l o c a l  Aboriginal  informants  h e  undertook s i t e  surveys ,  
recording a r t e f a c t  s c a t t e r s ,  rock a r t  s i t e s  and the- remains  of gunyas. 
To d a t e  Davidson has, concentrated on t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of t h i s  d a t a  f o r  
the  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  ' implement  t y p e s '   avidso son 
1983). 

Much of t h e  cu r ren t  r e sea rch  mentioned above i s  y e t  t o  be publ ish-  
ed. When the  r e s u l t s  of these  p r o j e c t s  a r e  known and t h e i r  i m p l i c a t i o n s  
have been considered it i s  probable t h a t  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  
region w i l l  be s t imula ted .  The management of a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e s o u r c e s  i n  
northwest Queensland a w a i t s  t h e s e  developments. 
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