
EDITORIAL 

A s  t h e  t a b l e  of contents  ind ica tes ,  t h i s  volume of QAR i s  dedicated 
t o  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  ex t reme S. E. c o r n e r  of  Queensland. 
A 1 1  but two of t h e  papers f a l l  under t h e  umbrel la  of t h e  Moreton Region 
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  P r o j e c t  (MRAP) and r e p r e s e n t  a  s t a t e m e n t  a b o u t  t h e  
cur ren t  a i m s  of t h i e  long-term reg iona l  research program. By way of t h i s  
e d i t o r i a l  I have  t aken  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  a n  h i s t o r i c a l  
backdrop t o  MRAP so a s  t o  inform t h e  QAR readership of i ts development. 

MRAP r e a l l y  grew out  of my attempt i n  1976 t o  b u i l d  an archaeology 
t e a c h i n g  and r e s e a r c h  program a t  The U n i v e r s i t y  of  Queens land  which 
sought t o  develop s tudent  i n t e r e s t  i n  conducting reg iona l  r a t h e r  than 
"cowboy" archaeology. A s  f inances  w e r e  meagre I took t h e  advice  g iven  
i n  my undergraduate days a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of Utah by Professor  Jesse D. 
Jennings tha t ,  "archaeology begins i n  your own back yard" and decided t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of t h e  genera l  Briebane a r e a  f o r  research. 
The archaeology-prehistory segment of our Department being brand new, I 
had no postgraduates t o  t u r n  t o  f o r  advice  on t h e  matter. So I gathered 
about m e  a  r a the r  motley crew of i n t e r e s t ed  undergraduates from my f i r s t  
p r e h i s t o r y  c l a s s  (AY238) and w e  formed a s m a l l  r e s e a r c h  g roup  (BARG - 
Brisbane Archaeological Research Group). BARG members w e r e  s e n t  o f f  i n  
a l l  d i r e c t i o n s  t o  d r e d g e  up  a v a i l a b l e  l i t e r a t u r e  o n  p r e v i o u s  
archaeology, Aboriginal his tory,  geology, climate, environment etc., and 
w e  m e t  t o  d r i n k  b e e r  and d i s c u s s  o u r  f i n d i n g s  a t  my house  e v e r y  t h i r d  
Sunday o r  so. W e  found t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  Br i sbane  a r e a  w a s  n o t  o n l y  
r e l a t i v e l y  r i c h  i n  A b o r i g i n a l  h i s t o r y  b u t  it a l s o  e x h i b i t e d  a  
p o t e n t i a l l y  r i c h  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  record .  - U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  much of  t h e  
l a t t e r  was go ing  under t h e  b u l l d o z e r s  a t  a n  a l a r m i n g  ra te  due t o  t h e  
r a p i d  development  of t h e  e n t i r e  Moreton Region, and  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  
c o a s t a l  cities. I n  sho r t  t h e r e  was a  c l e a r  and presen t  need t o  s a l v a g e  
a s  much of t h i s  record a s  possible .  

Thus, t h e  r e s u l t s  g a t h e r e d  by BARG formed, by mid-1977, t h e  b a s i s  
of  a r e g i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  d e s i g n  I named MRAP - The Moreton Region 
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  P r o j e c t .  I n  e s s e n c e  MRAP was d e s i g n e d  as a  f l e x i b l e  
r e s e a r c h  program i n v o l v i n g  t h r e e  a r e a l  components - t h e  o f f s h o r e  
i s l a n d s ,  t h e  c o a s t a l  . s t r i p  ("wallum") and t h e  huge s u b c o a s t a l  zone. 
T h i s  d i v i s i o n  w a s  f o u n d e d  o n  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  b i o g e o g r a p h i c ,  
e thnohis tor ic ,  l o g i s t i c  and s a l v a g e  p r i o r i t y  f ac to r s ,  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  of 
work under taken  i n  any one a r e a  a t  a  g i v e n  t i m e  b e i n g  q u i t e  h e a v i l y  
dependent upon t h e  l a t t e r  consideration.  MRAP was focused regiona l l y 
b u t  had broad a i m s  which i n c l u d e d  1, t h e  s y s t e m a t i c  l o c a t i o n  and  
r e c o r d i n g  of sites 2, t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s u f  f  i c i e n t  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
m a t e r i a l s  ( s u r f a c e  and s u b s u r f a c e )  t o  p e r m i t  3, t h e  deve lopmen t  o f  a  
c u l t u r a l  c h r o n o l o g y  a n d  4 ,  t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  p r e h i s t o r i c  
s u b e i s t e n c e - s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  w i t h  a  v iew t o  5, i n t e g r a t i n g  t h e s e  
r e s u l t s  w i t h  c u r r e n t  i s s u e s  i n  A u s t r a l i a n  p r e h i s t o r y  (see H a l  1, 
Aus t ra l ian  Archaeoloay No.10.1980). 



The p r o j e c t  gained impetus i n  t h e  years  1979-81 l a r g e l y  through an 
i n j e c t i o n  of funds gran ted  by t h e  Aus t ra l ian  Research Grants Scheme and 
t h o s e  y e a r s  w e r e  most  p r o d u c t i v e  i n  t e r m s  of  f i e l d  work and b a s i c  
ana lys i s .  This  per iod saw major i nves t i ga t i ons  of Moreton I s land ,  Bribie 
I s l a n d  and t h e  ad jacen t  mainland a s  w e l l  a s  excavation and survey i n  t he  
s u b c o a s t a l  zone. The p r o j e c t  p r o v i d e d  numerous p o s t g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  
w i t h  m a t e r i a l  f o r  t h e s i s  r e s e a r c h  and formed a  founda t ion  from which 
o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  c o u l d  e x t e n d  f i e l d  r e s e a r c h  i n  a d j a c e n t  r eg ions .  For 
example, it encouraged I an  McNiven t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  l ands  t o  t h e  north of 
t h e  Moreton Region f o r  t h e s i s  r e s e a r c h  which c u l m i n a t e d  i n  a  sister. 
p r o j e c t  - t h e  Cooloola Region Archaeological Pro jec t  (CRAP). 

A s  t h e  f i r s t  p a p e r  i n  t h i s  volume demons t r a t e s ,  a  g r e a t  d e a l  was 
l e a r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e c o r d  of t h e  Moreton Region d u r i n g  
MRAP-Stage I and r e l a t e d  work. Findings from excavation and survey w e r e  
coupled wi th  numerous radiocarbon da t e s  t o  produce a  c u l t u r a l  chronology 
a s  w e l l  a s  a  l o o s e  working model o r  c o n c e p t u a l  scheme f o r  human 
o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  20,000 y e a r s  o r  so ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
f o r  t h e  Holocene Period. Thus, by 1987, t he re  was s u f f i c i e n t  bas ic  data 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  b e g i n  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  i s s u e s  which r e l a t e d  t o  Austra l ian 
a r c h a e o l o g y  i n  g e n e r a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  s t u d y  a r = a  a lone .  I n  s h o r t ,  it 
w a e  t i m e  t o  l a u n c h  MRAPStage I1 r e s e a r c h .  T h i s  h a s  t a k e n  t h e  form of 
an  a t tempt  t o  de f ine  and i n t e r p r e t  s p e c i f i c  changes which w e r e  perceived 
i n  t h e  a r chaeo log ica l  record,  through a  systematic i nves t i ga t i on  of its 
s tone  a r t e f a c t  component. A r a t i o n a l e  and research design f o r  t h i s  work 
i s  provided i n  t h i s  volume. Generous ARC 'support during 1988 permitted 
t h e  f u l l - t i m e  employment of Pe te r  Hiscock a s  a  Senior Research Assis tant  
on t h e  p r o j e c t ;  t h u s ,  MRAP wa"s a b l e  t o  g a i n  from h i s  s p e c i a l f o t  
e x p e r t i s e  i n  t h e  r e a l m  of  s t o n e  technology .  fie t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  p a s t  112 
months has  produced some i n t e r e s t i n g  and s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s u l t s  which o f f e r  
much encouragement f o r  f u t u r e  MRAP research. 

Now t o  o t h e r  matters. I am pleased t o  r epo r t  two new addi t ions  t o  
t h e  QAR E d i t o r i a l  Board - D r .  Ian L i l  l e y  and D r .  Pawel Gorecki. L i l  ley,  
a f t e r  completing h i s  t enu re  a s  a  Post-Doctoral Fellow here a t  UQ, w i l l  
t a k e  up a  l e c t u r i n g  pos t  a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of Western Aus t r a l i a  i n  1989. 
Goreck i  i s  a  r e c e n t  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  l e c t u r i n g  s t a f f  a t  James Cook 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  North  Queensland.  Both s c h o l a r s  b r i n g  t o  QAR welcome 
e x p e r t i s e  i n  t h e  archaeology of Melanesia and t h e  Pacific.  I a l s o  point  
o u t  t h a t  L i l  l e y  w a s  a  founding m e m b e r  of BARG and - c u t  h i s  postgraduate 
t e e t h  on  MRAP r e s e a r c h  and t h e r e f o r 6  i s  no s t r a n g e r  t o  Queensland 
a r chaeo log ica l  research.  

A q u i c k  n o t e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  r ad ioca rbon  d a t e s  i n  
QAR. A s  more u s e  i s  made of t h e  C A L I B  program, c a l i b r a t e d  a g e s  w i l l  
a p p e a r  more o f t e n  i n  t h e  pages  o f  QAR. I n  o r d e r  t o  a v o i d  con fus ion  
between t h e  t w o ,  QAR w i l l  f o l l o w  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  of  ind ica t - ing  
unca l ib r a t ed  C14 ages  before  t h e  present  (Leo before 1950) with lower 
case letters (bp) and c a l i b r a t e d  ages with upper case  (BP). 

F i n a l l y ,  a l t h o u g h  I h a t e  t o  f i n i s h  on an  unpopular  n o t e ,  I must 
i n f o r m  s u b s c r i b e r s  t h a t ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o v e r  r a p i d l y  r i s i n g  p r i n t i n g  
c o s t s ,  t h e  p r i c e  o f  QAR Volume 6 (1989) w i l l  h ave  t o  be  i n c r e a s e d  t o  
$15.00 ( p l u s  pos t age ) ,  

J. H a l l  
Ed i to r  




