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A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h  a t  UQ is p r e s e n t l y  v e r y  h e a l t h y  wi th  a number 
of p e o p l e  doing a  v a r i e t y  of p r o j e c t s .  An important  mi les tone  was reached 
i n  1987  when The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Q u e e n s l a n d  awarded i t s  f i r s t  Ph.D. i n  
a r c h a e o l o g y  t o  I a n  Wal te r s  f o r  h i s  t h e s i s  r e sea rch  i n t o  t h e  development of 
t h e  p r e h i s t o r i c  Abor ig ina l  f i s h e r y  i n  Moreton Bay. I an  has  s i n c e  gained a  
p o s i t i o n  as t h e  f i r s t  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  Lecturer  a t  t h e  new Univers i ty  Col lege  
of  t h e  Nor thern  T e r r i t o r y  (see nex t  sec t ion) .  

1987 s a w  D r .  I a n  L i l l e y  j o i n  our  department's ranks a s  a  Postdoctora l  
F e l l o w  f o r  two years.  Although h i s  p o s i t i o n  does not  begin u n t i l  January 
1988, h e  h a s  gained i n t e r i m  employment with us  as Manager f o r  UQASU, t h e  
department 's  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  c o n s u l t i n g  u n i t ,  from July .  Having success fu l  1 y  
a p p l i e d  f o r  funding from Nat ional  Geographic, he  l e a v e s  f o r  P. N. G. e a r l y  
i n  1 9 8 8  t o  c o n d u c t  a n  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  p r o j e c t  t h e r e  f o r  h i s  p o s t d o c t o r a l  
r e s e a r c h .  

H a r r y  Lourandos ,  w h i l e  k e p t  busy on a new work on A u s t r a l i a n  
p r e h i s t o r y  commissioned by Cambridge Univers i ty  Press  t h i s  year ,  has  begun 
a r e v i e w  o f  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y  p e r t i n e n t  a r e a s  i n  Queens land  f o r  f u t u r e  
r e s e a r c h  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  H e  is p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a r e a s  i n  t h e  nor th  
and e x p e c t s  t o  begin  a r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  t h e r e  l a t e  i n  1988. 

ARGC w a s  good t o  u s  las t  y e a r  i n  t h a t  funding was granted f o r  Stage I1 
o f  t h e  M o r e t o n  Reg ion  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  P r o j e c t  (MRAP) f o r  1988. I t  w i l l  
e m p l o y  t h e  f u l l - t i m e  e x p e r t i s e  o f  P e t e r  Hiscock  ( a s  S e n i o r  Research  
A s s i s t a n t )  i n  a s y s t e m a t i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  change i n  t h e  
r e g i o n .  I t  i s  t h e r e b y  hoped t h a t  p e r c e i v e d  changes  i n  t h e  Holocene  
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e c o r d  w i  11 be g i v e n  some exp lana t ion  based upon empir ica l  
e v i d e n c e .  Work w i l l  i n c l u d e  a  p i l o t  s t u d y  o f  P l a t y p u s  R o c k s h e l t e r  s t o n e  
a r t e f a c t s  and f u r t h e r  excava t ion  of Bushrangers S h e l t e r  and o t h e r  sites i n  
t h e  r e g i o n .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  s t u d y  i s  p r o j e c t e d  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  (dependen t  
upon fund ing)  t h e  f i r s t  yea r  shou ld  see some s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s u l t s  i f  present  
i n d i c a t i o n s  r u n  t r u e  t o  form. 

MRAP r e s e a r c h ,  l a r g e l y  f u n d e d  by t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  t h i s  y e a r ,  saw a  
f u l l e r  e x c a v a t i o n  of  t h e  N e w  Brisbane Ai rpor t  S i t e  (see t h i s  volume). I t  
c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  t h e  first running of  t h e  F i e l d  Archaeology course  (AY225) 
and t h e  e i g h t  s t u d e n t s  i n v o l v e d  w e r e  a b l e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  f u l l  range 
of  a c t i v i t i e s  from t h e  p lann ing  of  t h e  excavat ion,  through t h e  l abora to ry  



analysis, right to the report production stage. It was a very tough and 
intensive course but they learned a great deal of "dirt archaeology" along 
with their theory and method. In 1988, the second AY225 class will carry 
out an even more extensive excavation of this interesting mid-Holocene 
coastal site. 

UQASU (University of Queens land Archaeological Services Unit) was a1 so 
quite busy in 1987. After finishing up a large Telecom contract in June, 
we undertook work for the Australian Heritage Commission to add Queensland 
sites to the National Register. Also, we administered an AHC grant to 
Bruno David who is presently conducting a systematic and sizable rock art 
recording program in the Chi 1 lagoe-Mitchel 1 region of north Queeris land. His 
field reports show an interesting coincidence of art styles and motifs with 
recorded tribal boundaries. Bruno will take up Ph.D. research at UQ later 
in 1988. Apart from several smaller contracts, UQASU also undertook a 
systematic survey and excavation program of the northeastern coast of 
Moreton Island which revealed that the numerous sites recorded there 
previously are all derived (deflated) from a particular sand stratum. 
Dates for excavated sites within that stratum (5 in a1 1) a1 1 fa1 1 within 
the last 200 years or so. 

Postgraduate Student Research 

Peter Hiscock has now completed his technological analysis of the Lawn 
Hill area and-will submit his Ph.D. thesis in 1988. He has also been 
investigating a large stone artefact quarry in northwest. Queensland under 
the auspices of the Queensland Museum. 

Ian McNiven has been upgraded from M.A. to Ph.D. candidature and 
continues working on his mammoth Cooloola Archaeo logica 1 Project which 
should be completed in 1988. He has excavated several coastal middens 
around Cooloola and Noosa as we1 1 as an inland rockshelter near Gyrnpie. 

Robert Neal, following his important Pleistocene find at Wal len Wal len 
Creek on North Stradbroke Island last year, continues to research that 
island as part of his Ph.D. research. 

Sue Hfggins (B.A. Hons. student) has been making some strides into the 
identification of starch grains (to species level) by chemical means. Her 
thesis research is leading to the development of laboratory techniques for 
identifying plant residues on artefacts (especially stone). This work came 
out of a desire by her supervisor (JH) to identify the residues on bevelled 
pounders, a stone artefact type found in S.E. Queensland thought to be 
associated with the processing of the root of the fern Blechnum indicum. 
Concurrent research by the writer has identified starch grains on these 
tools but it remains now for Sue's battery of techniques to be brought to 
bear on specific identification. We hope to resolve the question during 
1988. 

Bryce Barker hae just completed his Hons. B.A. thesis research into 
bone taphonomy at the Narcurrer site on the Victoria/South Australia border 
which was excavated by Harry Lourandos. Bryce will continue to pursue his 
interests in Holocene environmental and cultural change as a postgraduate 
student at UQ and is presently looking to the northwest of the state for 
field possibilities. 




