
EDITORIAL 

1986 h a s  been  a  v e r y  good y e a r  f o r  a r c h a e o l o g y  i n  Q u e e n s l a n d .  A s  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  pages t e s t i f y ,  fundamental r e s e a r c h  i s  being under taken 
throughout t h e  l e n g t h  and breadth  of t h e  s t a t e .  Furthermore it i s  being 
c a r r i e d  o u t  by r e s e a r c h e r s  who h a i l  from n o t  o n l y  Queensland b u t  i n s t i -  
t u t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  A u s t r a l i a .  P e r h a p s  t h e  mos t  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i s c o v e r y  
repor ted  t h i s  year  was t h e  s i t e  of Wal len  Wal len  Creek on North S t rad-  
b roke  I s l a n d ,  Moreton Bay ( s e e  R. N e a l  and E. S t o c k ,  N a t u r e  1986:618- 
621). While excava t ing  a  r e c e n t  s u r f a c e  midden f o r  s a l v a g e  purposes,  Rob 
Nea l ,  a  Ph.D c a n d i d a t e  a t  Q u e e n s l a n d  U n i v e r s i t y ,  d i s c o v e r e d  a  d e e p  
(>2.5m) d e p o s i t  w i t h i n  a  c o a s t a l  dune which y i e l d e d  a  cont inuous  human 
o c c u p a t i o n  sequence .  C o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  geomorphologis t  E r r o l  S tock 
f r o m G r i f f i t h  U n i v e r s i t y  e s t a b l i s h e d t h a t  two s o i l  u n i t s  w e r e  fo rmed  
a f t e r  t h e  dune was l a i d  down and t h a t  a s s o c i a t e d  c u l t u r a l  m a t e r i a l  i s  
r e l a t i v e l y  undisturbed.  C14 d a t i n g  r e v e a l e d  a n  i n t e r n a  11 y  c o n s i s t e n t  
series o f  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  which s t r e t c h  t o  o v e r  22,000 B.P. P r e s e n t  
r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e  a  d r a m a t i c  i n c r e a s e  i n  o c c u p a t i o n  i n t e n s i t y  ( a s  
measured by d i s c a r d  r a t e )  i n  t h e  l a t e  H o l o c e n e  ( e s p .  a f t e r  c a .  2 ,000 
B.P.), a  p a t t e r n  which f i t s  w e l l  w i t h  r e s u l t s  f r o m  o t h e r  r e s e a r c h  i n  
t h i s  a r e a  (eg.  H a l l  & Robins  QAR, Volume 1) a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  
e a s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a .  This  d i scovery  has  provided t h e  Ple is tocene-Holocene  
chrono log ica l  framework t h a t  has been sought  f o r  t h e  Moreton Region f o r  
s e v e r a l  y e a r s  now. F u t u r e  a n a l y s i s  o f  Wal l e n  Wal l e n  C r e e k  m a t e r i a l  
p r o m i s e s  t o  add much t o  o u r  n o t i o n s  o f  c u l t u r a l  c h a n g e  i n  t h i s  a n d  
ad jacen t  a r e a s .  

T h i s  vo lume  p r o v i d e s  t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  community w i t h  much new 
d a t a  f rom s e v e r a l  s i g n i f i c a n t  s i t e s  and  s t u d y  a r e a s  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e .  
The l e a d  a r t i c l e  by J o s e p h i n e  F l o o d  and  Nicky H o r s f a l ' l  r e p o r t s  t h e  
f i n d i n g s  of  e x c a v a t i o n s  a t  Green Ant a n d  E c h i d n a  S h e l t e r s  i n  t h e  
K o o l b u r r a  P l a t e a u  r e g i o n  o f  n o r t h  Q u e e n s l a n d .  T h i s  e x c e l  l e n t  body o f  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a l s o  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  E a r t h w a t c h  p rogram t o  
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  The £ 0 1  l o w i n g  a r t i c l e  by I a n  
L i l l e y  i s  a l s o  a  r e s u l t  of t h i s  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  r e s e a r c h  and r e p r e -  
s e n t s  t h e  f i r s t  sys temat ic  open si te su rvey  i n  t h e  region.  

Mike  owla and's paper  i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  look  a t  Aborigin-  
a l  occupation of t h e  Whitsunday I s l a n d  group o f f  t h e  c e n t r a l  Queensland 
coast .  When married t o  t h e  r e s u l t s  of  h i s  b r i e f  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  reccon- 
n a i s s e n c e  it p r o v i d e s  s a m e  i n t e r e s t i n g  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  f u t u r e  work 
concerning o f f s h o r e  i s l a n d  e x p l o i t a t i o n .  



The next paper is a report on the excavations of Maidenwell and 
Gatton rockshelters by Mike Morwood who is interested in tying rock art 
with the archaeological record in a more concrete manner. The Gatton 
site especial ly offers a detailed examination of cultural changes in the 
Holocene archaeological record of southeast Queensland and represents an 
important addition to the quickly-growing corpus of sites in this 
region. 

Roger Cribb provides a most useful addition to our knowledge about 
the large shell mounds which appear to be restricted to northern 
Australia. Particularly he reports she1 1 mounds discovered during ethno- 
graphic mapping work in the vicinity of Aurukun on the west coast of 
Cape York Peninsula. Cribb a1 so includes some very interesting ethno- 
graphic and geomorphic insights into their origins and history. 

The final paper is by Peter Hiscock who offers a useful and uncom- 
plicated method for describing conjoin sequences when one is conducting 
stone artefact analysis. 

This set of six articles exemplifies the original aim of QAR to 
provide the archaeological community detailed archaeological data which 
often never see the light of day outside of theses and unpublished site 
reports. 

Concerning the next volume of QAR, potential contributors should 
note that your Editor intends to bring it out in 1987 instead of early 
in the following year as has been the practice to date. I urge you then 
to submit your manuscripts before August 1987 in order to have it refer- 
eed, revised and published for Volume 4. You should also note that 
manuscripts will be accepted in the form of a file on a floppy diskette 
formatted to either MS DOS or CPM operating system (see also "~otes to 
~ontributors" on inside back cover). 

On a less favourable note it is regretted that the cost of QAR 
will rise to AS12.50 after this issue. Although previous shortfalls have 
been (and will continue to be) covered by funds provided by The Univer- 
sity of Queensland Archaeological Services Unit (UQASU) - our consulting 
arm of the Department - publishing costs have increased to the point 
where we must pass on some of the burden to the subscriber. 

In the next issue QAR will offer a new section called "current 
~esearch" which will serve as a forum for information about the who, 
what, where and when of upcoming field research, conferences, workshops, 
seminars, publications, and other items of interest (eg. new finds, C14 
dates, new theses etc.). Items concerning late 1987 and all of 1988 
should be submitted by November 1, 1987 in order to be included in 
Volume 4. I shall look forward to receiving your inclusions and manu- 
scripts. 

J. Hall - Editor 
January 25th 1987. 




