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I n  t h e  previous i s sue  of Q.A.R. it was noted t h a t  G.K.E. Fairholme 
had t h r e e  a r t i c l e s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  P r o c e e d i n g s  of t h e  Z o o l o g i c a l  
S o c i e t y  of L o n d o n  i n  1856 (Love 1984:97). F u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  t h e s e  were  based  upon i n f o r m a t i o n  o b t a i n e d  d u r i n g  a  t r i p  down 
Moreton Bay i n  t h e  company of t h e  Lord Montagu p a r t y  i n  1853. This  was 
revealed i n  t h e  extens ive  Let ter -Journal  prepared by t h e  Reverend Henry 
S t o b a r t  M.A., T u t o r  t o  Lord Montagu ( S t o b a r t  1896).  I t  was c o m p i l e d  
from l e t t e r s  he sen t  home t o  h i s  mother i n  England. 

The Moreton Bay t r i p  included Stradbroke I s l and ,  St. Helena I s l a n d ,  
Pine River entrance,  Br ib ie  I s l and ,  Durundur, t h e  Bunya sc rub  and Nerang 
Creek. Like Fairholme, Stobar t  w r i t e s  about l o c a l  Abor ig inal  c u l t u r e  and 
thus  provides a  r a r e  s e t  of f  i r s t -hand n o t e s  of u s e  t o  a r c h a e o l o g i s t  and 
c u l t u r e  h i s t o r i a n  a l ike .  

The fo l lowing t e x t u a l  exce rp t s  a r e  p a r t  of a  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  
l e t t e r - j o u r n a l  which  was made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  o f  
A u s t r a l i a  by Mrs. W.S. Newman. The quoted s e c t i o n s  below a r e  unedi ted ,  
being f a i t h f u l  reproductions of t h e  o r i g i n a l  t y p e s c r i p t .  

AUGUST 4th., 1853 

"Since Monday week u n t i l  Tuesday we have been absen t  from Brisbane 
and I s i t  down w i t h  a  v e r y  bad g r a c e  t o  w r i t e  up my j o u r n a l  of  a  week 
which h a s  been f u l l  o f  i n t e r e s t  and amusement. F o r  i t  i s  t h e  mos t  
wearisome of a l l  occupations t h a t  I know t o  make up t h e  back work of a  
j o u r n a l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when you would  l i k e  t o  p u t  down a  good d e a l  - 
besides,  s o  much i s  l o s t  of t h e  f r e s h n e s s  which i t  has when w r i t t e n  a t  
t h e  t ime .  I t o o k  p a p e r  and pen  down w i t h  me t o  t h e  Bay w h e r e  we have  
been, but  w i t h  f i v e  i n  a  s m a l l  t e n t  and no t a b l e  and above a l l  no s p a r e  
time, it i s  impossible t o  keep i t  up; I must t r y  and r e c a l l  a s  w e l l  a s  
I can. 

We l e f t  a t  7 a.m. on Monday morning (25th) i n  t h e  Custom House boat  
w i t h  M r .  Duncan and M r .  S h e r i d a n  - t h e  f i r s t  t h e  Ch ie f  and t h e  second  ' 

t h e  n e x t  i n  o f f i c e  i n  Her M a j e s t y ' s  Customs h e r e .  The Boat  was a  v e r y  
n ice  one w i t h  3  s a i l s  and a  crew of f o u r  and laden w i t h  two t e n t s  and a  



Canteen of p r o v i s i o n s  and necessa r i e s  f o r  camping out. To t h e  mouth of 
t h e  r i v e r ,  which i s  about seventeen mi les ,  we had t h e  t i d e  wi th  u s  - t he  
banks do n o t  vary  a t  a l l ,  being bordered wi th  t h i c k  mangrove bushes. 
We were u n c e r t a i n  a t  f i r s t  what po in t  t o  make f o r  i n  t h e  Bay, a s  i t  was 
of  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  have  t h e  B l a c k s  w i t h  u s  a s  we d i d  n o t  know what  t h e y  
then  were. They were con t inua l ly  moving about from p lace  t o  place. We 
met, however, a  boat  i n  t h e  Bay from which we learned t h a t  they were a t  
Amity  P o i n t  on  S t r a d b r o o k e  I s l a n d ,  t h e  most  s o u t h e r l y  of t h e  t h r e e  
i s l a n d s  which s h u t  out  Moreton Bay from t h e  sea. The Bay i s  very l a rge  
- i n  l e n g t h  f r o m  N. t o  S. it c a n n o t  b e  much u n d e r  80 o r  9 0  m i l e s .  
S t r a d b r o k e  I s l a n d  i s  39 m. i n  l e n g t h ,  Moreton I s l a n d  28, I t h i n k ,  and 
B r i b i e  I s l and ,  t h e  most n o r t h e r l y ,  some 18 miles.  I n  breadth  from E. t o  
W., from t h e  s e a  beach on t h e  f u r t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  i s l and  t o  t h e  entrance 
of t h e  r i v e r  it must be about 40 miles. 

The Amity  P o i n t  B l a c k s  a s  t h e y  a r e  c a l l e d ,  f rom t h e i r  c h i e f l y  
s topping a t  t h e  N. p o i n t  of Stradbroke I s l a n d  which i s  s o  c a l l e d  - from 
no o t h e r  r e a s o n  t h a t  I c o u l d  l e a r n  t h a n  t h a t  a  g r e a t  many of them had 
been  k i l l e d  t h e r e !  - have a s  t h e i r  "run" S t r a d b r o k e  and Moreton Bay 
Is lands .  They had j u s t  come from Dunwich which i s  about t h e  middle of 
t h e  former i s l a n d ,  which they had l e f t  because they had j u s t  buried two 
of t h e i r  t r i b e  t h e r e ,  and they immediately leave  a  spo t  f o r  a  t ime  where 
they have bur ied  any of t h e i r  people. 

Thei r  mode of b u r i a l ,  o r  r a t h e r  d ispos ing of t h e i r  dead, v a r i e s  i n  
d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s ;  i n  some t h e y  d i g  a  deep  g r a v e  and l a y  t h e  body on 
s t r i p s  of  b a r k  and make a  s t r o n g  a r c h  of boughs above t h e  body s o  t h a t  
t h e  e a r t h  never  touches i t;  elsewhere they p lace  t h e i r  dead i n  s t r i p s  of 
bark on t h e  summit of t r e e s  and t h e r e  leave them; wi th  some t h e r e  is  t h e  
custom of burning them; they have a  p r a c t i c e  a l s o  of car ry ing about wi th  
them,  c h i e f l y  t h e  women, t h e  bones  of t h e  deceased .  They n e v e r  among 
themselves mention t h e  name of the  deceased a f t e r  h i s  death, and i f  any 
word o r  name o f  a  p l a c e  i s  t h e  same o r  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  name of t h e  
dead  t h e y  a l t e r  t h e  name o r  p u t  t h e  word o u t  of t h e i r  language.  I t  i s  
v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i s c o v e r  what  b e l i e f  t h e y  have  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  what 
f o l l o w s  d e a t h :  t h e y  do b e l i e v e ,  I t h i n k ,  i n  a  r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  o r  a t  any 
r a t e  some change  and ,  i t  .may o r  may n o t  be t h a t  t h e y  have l e a r n e d  i t  
from t h e  whi tes .  They say t h e  good a s, where they w i l l  have endless  
f i s h i n g  o r  s h o o t i n g ,  a c c o r d i n g ,  I suppose ,  a s  t h e y  a r e  i n l a n d  o r  c o a s t  
b lacks ,  w h i l e  t h e  bad go somewhere o r  o t h e r  - one s a i d  t o  Sydney - where 
they a r e  r o a s t e d  by t h e  bad s p i r i t s .  Some a r e  sa id  t o  be l ieve  t h a t  they 
" f a l l  down b lack  f e l l o w ,  jump up whi te  fellow"! They have a  g r e a t  f e a r  
of ghosts ,  o r  of a  ghost  which t r a v e l s  about a t  n igh t  and i n f e s t s  w a t e r  
ho les  and p laces  of t h a t  s o r t ,  f o r  which reason they never journey a f t e r  
sun-down . 

As we d r e w  n e a r  t o  t h e  shoCe o f  S t r a d b r o k e  I s l a n d  we saw a  b o a t  
belonging t o  t h e  Blacks (given them by Government f o r  saving t h e  l i v e s  
of 2  o r  3  persons)  a l s o  approaching and severa l  blacks awai t ing  on t h e  
beach.  S e v e r a l  came t o  mee t  u s  a s  we l a n d e d  and t h e y  soon r e c o g n i s e d  
M r .  D. and M r .  S. who have  o f t e n  v i s i t e d  them. They were  d e l i g h t e d  t o  
s e e  u s  f o r  they  were s u r e  we had wi th  u s  some provis ions  f o r  them. They 
had j u s t  caught a  junger (a  French Dugong), a  species  of sea  c a l f  which 
abounds he re  and which they reckon a  g r e a t  de l icacy and a f fo rds  a  g r e a t  
f e a s t  f o r  them. A l l  t h e  men were c o l l e c t e d  round i t  and one was busy i n  
c u t t i n g  o f f  i t s  head. I t  i s  a  huge b e a s t  some 8  o r  9 f e e t  i n  l e n g t h  
w i t h  a  very t h i c k  brown sk in ,  a  l a r g e  head w i t h  very diminutive eyes and 
a  t a i l  t h i s  shape which was about 4  f e e t  i n  breadth  a t  t h e  end. It 
h a s  a l s o  two  l a r g e  t u s k s .  There  i s  a  s o r t  of  ceremony t a k e s  p l a c e ,  I 



was t o l d ,  when i t  i s  b r o u g h t  on s h o r e ,  b u t  I s u p p o s e  we w e r e  j u s t  t o o  
l a t e ;  t h e  women and t h e  younger boys and c h i l d r e n  a r e  n o t  al lowed t o  be 
p r e s e n t  n o r  t h e  woyen even  t o  t h e  a n i m a l  a t  a l l ,  t hough  t h e y  have  
p o r t i o n s  - t h e  l e a s t  c h o i c e  I f e a r  - s e n t  t o  them. They p i t c h e d  t h e  
head unskinned on t h e  f i r e ,  those  who a s s i s t e d  a t  t h e  k i l l i n g  of it have 
t h e  f i r s t  s l i c e s  and t h e  r e s t  seemed more a s  g u e s t s .  I t  was a  v e r y  
s t r a n g e  and t r u l y  s a v a g e  s i g h t ;  t h e  men, a b o u t  30, s a t  i n  a  c i r c l e  on a  
s l i g h t l y  r i s i n g  ground around t h e  f i r e  - a  huge f i r e  was i n  t h e  m i d s t  
which, making t h e  darkness g r e a t e r  wi thout  t h e  c i r c l e ,  threw i t s  chang- 
ing l i v i d  l i g h t  on t h e  w i l d e s t  company I had e v e r  seen. A l l  were  q u i t e  
naked and w i t h  t h e i r  shaggy matted h a i r  and f a c e s  where a l l  was b lack a s  
n ight ,  except when t h e i r  whi t e  t e e t h  were shown through t h e i r  g r inn ing  
mounths, presented a  t r u e  scene of savage l i f e .  Some were t e a r i n g  away 
and devouring t h e  food, whi le  t h e i r  dogs were f i g h t i n g  over  t h e  bones. 
Their  t e n t s ,  i f  they may be c a l l e d  such, were a  s h o r t  way off .  Our own 
t e n t s  were p i tched a  l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  along t h e  shore. 

We were  a n x i o u s  t o  w i t n e s s  a  "borobbarev"  o r  n a t i v e  d a n c e ,  and 
about n ine  o'clock a f t e r  some persuas ion and promises  of tobacco .&c. a  
few men, some 8 o r  9 ,  w i t h  3 women came; t h e  r e m a i n d e r  had o v e r e a t e n  
themselves and were t o o  much oppressed t o  j o i n  i n  it. The dances, f o r  
t h e r e  were 3 o r  4 kinds,  cons i s t ed  c h i e f l y  i n  moving from s i d e  t o  s i d e  
and throwing t h e i r  arms and wheeling about,  accompanying themselves a t  
t h e  same t ime  w i t h  wi ld  s inging but  keeping e x c e l l e n t  time. The women 
s a t  on t h e  ground and j o i n e d  i n  t h e  s i n g i n g  and b e a t  t i m e  w i t h  b o t h  
hands on t h e i r  bare  stomachs! 

A l l  t h e  Blacks have English names - Jackey o r  Tommy o r  C h a r l i e  &c. 
One young fe l low c a l l e d  "Jimmy Alexander" who was a s  naked and savage a s  
any of them had,  s t r a n g e  t o  s a y ,  been  s e v e n  y e a r s  i g  Egg land ,  b e e n  
taught  t o  read and w r i t e  and could t a l k  Engl ish  pe r fec t ly .  He however 
p ined ,  I suppose ,  a f t e r  h i s  own l a n d  and r e t u r n e d  a b o u t  2 y e a r s  and a  
h a l f  ago. For  some l i t t l e  t i m e  h e  k e p t  a l o o f  f r o m  h i s  own p e o p l e  and 
d i d  work i n  B r i s b a n e  and d r e s s e d  w e l l ;  b u t ,  i n d u c e d  I s u p p o s e  by h i s  
t r i b e ,  he  r e t u r n e d  t o  them and i s  a g a i n  a  p e r f e c t  savage .  He t a l k e d  
about  England,  danced a  P o l k a  f o r  u s ,  s a n g  E n g l i s h  songs  and i m i t a t e d  
t h e  F l a g e o l e t  c a p i t a l l y .  He s a i d  h i s  p e o p l e  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  a l l  t h e  
s t o r i e s  he was accustomed t o  t e l l  about England. How s t range  i t  i s  t h a t  
he  shou ld  r e t u r n  a g a i n  tor t h i s ,  b u t  i t  h a s  b e e n  t h e  c a s e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
w i t h  e v e r y  one  of  them who have  b e e n  a t  a l l  c i v i l i s e d .  They w i l l  do  
work now and t h e n  f o r  a  f ew weeks t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  t h e n  a  sudden  f a n c y  
seems t o  s e i z e  them and t h e y  a r e  o f f  a g a i n  t o  t h e i r  w i l d  l i f e .  T h e r e  
must be - one can imagine t h e r e  a r e  some charms i n  a  savage s t a t e  - t h e  
pe r fec t  freedom from a l l  r e s t r a i n t  - t h e  p e r f e c t  i d l e n e s s  except  when 
n e c e s s i t y  compels  them t o  s e e k  food.  These ,  I d o u b t  n o t ,  a r e  v e r y  
a l l u r i n g  t o  those  who have once experienced them. 

Among t h e m s e l v e s ,  i n  t h e i r  own t r i b e ,  t h e y  l i v e  i n  a  g r e a t  p e a c e  
t o g e t h e r  - husbands ,  I b e l i e v e ,  b e a t  t h e i r  w i v e s  a t  t i m e s  ( I  saw o n e  
woman who beat  h e r  husband!) but  they seldom i n f l i c t  any punishment on 
t h e i r  chi ldren.  The q u a r r e l s  between t r i b e s  have t h e i r  o r i g i n  a lmos t  
a l w a y s  i n  t h e  a b d u c t i o n  of  some "Ghin" ( a s  t h e  women a r e  c a l l e d ) .  The 
men v e r y  se ldom m a r r y  i n  t h e i r  own t r i b e ,  and i f  t h e y  do t h e  d e g r e e  o f  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h i n  which t h e y  m a r r y  a r e  much w i d e r  t h a n  among our -  
s e l v e s ,  b u t  t h e i r  mode of g e t t i n g  a  w i f e  i s  g e n e r a l l y  by c a r r y i n g  o n e  
o f f  by force. The women do n o t  o b j e c t  but  a  f i g h t ,  genera l ly  b lood less ,  
f o l l o w s  be tween  t h e  t r i b e s .  The w i v e s ,  a s  among a l l  u n c i v i l i z e d  
n a t i o n s ,  a r e  made t o  do  t h e  l a b o u r  f o r  t h e  men - on a  j o u r n e y  t h e y  
a l w a y s  c a r r y  such  t h i n g s  a s  t h e y  have ;  t h e  men f i s h  and h u n t ,  e a t  t h e  



b e s t  p a r t s  and g i v e  t h e  l e a v i n g s  t o  t h e i r  poor g h i n s .  The w i v e s  go 
e q u a l l y  naked w i t h  t h e  men; Government d i s t r i b u t e d  b lanke t s  among them 
y e a r l y  i n  e v e r y  d i s t r i c t ,  c h i e f l y  t o  t h e  o l d  men and t h e  women. But 
those  who have them seldom wear them i n  t h e  daytime; when they come t o  
t h e  townships, however, they  a r e  obliged t o  ge t  some substitute-or mother 
f o r  c o v e r i n g ,  and s t r a n g e  i n d e e d  a r e  t h e  s h i f t s  which  t h e y  use .  I 
remember see ing  one l i t t l e  g i r l  i n  one of those s h o r t  woollen pa r t i co l -  
oured Polka jackets!  - Nothing more! The men a r e  very fond of g e t t i n g  
b l u e  woollen s h i r t s  - they don't ca re  so  much f o r  a  p a i r  of t rousers .  

We w e r e  r a t h e r  a  c l o s e  f i t  i n  o u r  t e n t :  we had no s t r e t c h e r s  b u t  
l a y  on t h e  ground wi th  b lanke t s  above and below. I s l e p t  ou t s ide  i n  the  
open  a i r  t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t ,  b u t  a s  t h e  dew was r a t h e r  heavy I d i d  n o t  do 
i t  a f t e r w a r d s .  I was d i s t u r b e d  once  o r  t w i c e  by some s p e c i e s  of r a t  
running about me. We had a  f i n e  l a r g e  f i r e  kindled j u s t  before  our t e n t  
and t h e r e  was no d i f f i c u l t y  i n  k e e p i n g  o u r s e l v e s  warm. I c a n ' t  s a y  I 
p r e f e r  s l eep ing  w i t h  my c l o t h e s  on, but during t h e  week we were a t  t h e  
Bay I was a b l e  t o  have  a  d i p  i n  t h e  s e a  e v e r y  morning t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g ,  
which d i s p e l l e d  t h e  chief  d iscomfor t  of it. 

On t h e  second day we passed t h e  morning i n  s a i l i n g  about dredging 
f o r  s h e l l s ,  and t h e  B l a c k s  f i s h i n g  f o r t h e  Dugong. They saw s e v e r a l -  
harpooned one but  i t  escaped. There was r a t h e r  t o o  s t rong  a  breeze f o r  
c a t c h i n g  t u r t l e  which  abound h e r e .  The Blacks  s e e  them on t h e  bot tom 
and d i v e  down and s e i z i n g  them by the  backs tu rn  them up and r i s e  t o  the  
t o p  of t h e  w a t e r  wi th  them i n  t h i s  pos i t ion ,  when a  running bowline is 
passed round t h e i r  f i n s  by those  i n  t h e  boat and they a r e  hauled in. uWe 
w e r e  u n f o r t u n a t e  n o t  t o  s e e  one  c a u g h t  d u r i n g  o u r  s t a y  i n  t h e  Bay. I 
wi tnessed,  however, t h e i r  manner of n e t  f i s h i n g  and can now vouch from 
personal  s i g h t  of t h e  f a c t  of t h e i r  making use, whether by mutual under- 
s t a n d i n g  o r  n o t ,  of  t h e  P o r p o i s e s  i n  c a t c h i n g  t h e i r  f i s h .  The accom- 
p a n y i n g  w i l l  g i v e  you a n  i d e a  of  t h e  fo rm of t h e i r  n e t s  and of t h e  
manner  i n  which  t h e y  a r e  used .  Each man c a r r i e s  two of t h e s e  semi-  
c i r c u l a r  n e t s ,  one  i n  e a c h  hand,  and t h e y  r u n  a l o n g  t h e  s h o r e  and 
immediately they s e e  t h e  porpoises ,  which s w i m  only a  few yards from the  
w a t e r ' s  edge ,  s e v e r a l  of  them r u s h  i n t o  t h e  w a t e r ,  form a  c i r c l e  and 
each man jo ins  h i s  two n e t s ,  t h u s  forming a  c i r c l e  of them, and I never 
saw them come o u t  w i t h o u t  some f i s h  i n  them. They d i p  t h e i r  n e t s  
b e n e a t h  t h e  w a t e r  and t h e n  j o i n  them, t h e  p o r p o i s e  t h e  meanwhi le  n o t  
moving t h e  l e a s t  out  of t h e  way o r  showing any. s i g n s  of alarm. They a r e  
v e r y  e x p e r t ,  t o o ,  i n  s p e a r i n g  f i s h .  I saw them h u r l  t h e i r  s p e a r s  i n t o  
t h e  w a t e r  and p i e r c e  t h e i r  game r i g h t  through t h e  middle. They reserved 
a  c e r t a i n  q u a n t i t y  of  f i s h  f o r  u s  and t h e  r e s t  t h e y  cooked t h e r e  and 
t h e n  on a  f i r e  by t h e  s e a  s h o r e . .  

The beach of t h e  i s l a n d  i s  b e a u t i f u l ,  t h e  af ternoon was b r i g h t  and 
warm and t h e  whole was a  p e r f e c t  r e a l i s a t i o n  of a  most i n t e r e s t i n g  scene 
o f  s a v a g e  l i f e :  n o t  t h a t  t h e  n a t i v e s  of t h i s  c o u n t r y  a r e ,  s o  f a r  a s  we 
h a v e  s e e n ,  t o  be  c a l l e d  s t r i c t l y  s a v a g e s ,  f o r  t h e y  a r e  f a r  from b e i n g  
b l o o d - t h i r s t y  o r  c r u e l ,  and t h e y  a r e  p o s s e s s e d  of  much n a t u r a l  i n t e l -  ----------- 
l igence .  I should say they were q u i t e  equal t o  whi te  men i n  quickness 
and readiness :  they  a r e  only  p e r f e c t l y  unc iv i l i sed  and l i v i n g  i n  a  s t a t e  
of na ture .  They have i n  most cases ,  I am grieved t o  say, received very 
ill t rea tmen t  from t h e  c o l o n i s t s ;  merely f o r  s t e a l i n g  a  sheep they have 
b e e n  chased  and s h o t  l i k e  k a n g a r o o s  - and what  e l s e  cou ld  be  e x p e c t e d  
from them; we have come and taken possession of t h e i r  homes and hunting 
grounds and every allowance and excuse must be made f o r  them. They have 
r e t a l i a t e d  upon t h e  whi te  people a s  was n a t u r a l ,  but i n  very few cases 
have they ever  sought o r  t aken  l i f e  except out  of revenge f o r  p o s i t i v e  



i n j u r i e s .  From a l l  I h e a r ,  t h e  s q u a t t e r s  who have  t r e a t e d  them w i t h  
kindness and considera t ion  have s u f f e r e d  no i n j u r y  from them. Under t h e  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h e i r  t a k i n g  a s h e e p  o r  a  b u l l o c k  when h a r d  p r e s s e d  by 
hunger was a l i g h t  and r e a d i l y  excusable offence. From a l l  I have seen 
of them they a r e  t h e  most harmless savages imaginable. 

We had another  much l a r g e r  borobbary on t h e  second evening of our  
s t a y  a t  Amity Point.  The whole encampment, men, women and c h i l d r e n  were 
t h e r e .  They g e t  v e r y  e x c i t e d  a t  t h e s e  dances .  The moon r o s e  upon t h e  
w i l d  s c e n e ,  which  I w i s h  I c o u l d  p a i n t  f o r  you. I c a n  n e v e r  f o r g e t  i t  
m y s e l f ;  o u r  t e n t s  p i t c h e d  on t h e  s h o r e  be tween  t h e  w a t e r  and t h e  d a r k  
f o r e s t ,  t h e  groups of wi ld  naked beings ,  some dressed up w i t h  boughs and 
t a i l s  of t h e  na t ive  dogs and t h e i r  dark  bodies s t r i p e d  w i t h  w h i t e  ashes ,  
then shouting and s inging i n  t h e i r  wi ld  f a sh ion  whi le  they represen ted  
i n  t h e i r  dance  a b a t t l e  o r  a  h u n t ;  t h e  women on t h e  g round ,  g rouped  
around t h e  t e n t s ,  j o i n i n g  i n  t h e  w i l d  c h o r u s e s  and b e a t i n g  t h e i r  
 ort table drums; t h e  huge b l a z i n g  f i r e  i n  t h e  c e n t r e ,  and t h e n ,  i n  
s t r ange  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  moon r i s i n g  above t h e  f o r e s t  s o  solemn and s t i l l  - 
(upon what  v a r i e d  s c e n e s  i t  l o o k s  upon i n  i t s  c o u r s e ) .  I t  would  have  
been s t r a n g e  had n o t  me lancho ly  f e e l i n g s  been  e x c i t e d  a t  t h e  s i g h t  of  
human immortal c r e a t u r e s  s o  u t t e r l y  wi thout  knowledge of anything beyond 
t h i s  p resen t  l i f e .  Theirs  i s  a most sad case ;  t h e  conversion of them t o  
C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  a l m o s t  now abandoned a s  h o p e l e s s :  t h e r e  h a v e  been  
English, I t a l i a n  and German m i s s i o n a r i e s  among them, but a l a s !  they had 
been b r o u g h t  f i r s t  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  w o r s t  s p e c i m e n s  of  s o - c a l l e d  
Chr i s t i ans  - t h e  r e f u s e  of our land,  t h e  'convict  popula t ion ,  and it  has 
been found i m p o s s i b l e  t o  make a n y t h i n g  of  them. I do n o t  know of  one 
ins tance  of a  na t ive  of t h i s  country becoming and remaining a Chr i s t i an .  
Can a n y t h i n g  b e  more s a d ?  The o n l y  happy t h i n g  i s  t h a t  t h e  p e r i o d  of  
t h e i r  ex i s t ence  i s  l i k e l y  t o  be but  s h o r t ,  they a r e  y e a r  by y e a r  dimin- 
i sh ing i n  numbers and a few yea r s  more may s e e  bu t  a  few remaining where 
the  whi te  man has s e t  h i s  foot .  

Monday, August 8th.  I cont inue  my account of our t r i p  t o  t h e  Bay, 
bu t  a s  t h e  S t e a m e r  t a k e s  back t h e  M a i l  v e r y  e a r l y  tomor row m o r n i n g  I 
f e a r  I must  be  v e r y  b r i e f  where  I s h o u l d  have  l i k e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  more 
lengthy: no t  t h a t  I have much t o  say  t h a t  w i l l  prove much wor th  h e a r i n g  
t o  o the r s ,  but y e t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  myself h e r e a f t e r .  

We l e f t  Stradbroke I s l and  on t h e  morning a f t e r  t h e  second n i g h t  of 
our s t a y  there.  We twice ,  by day and by n igh t ,  v i s i t e d  t h e i r  t e n t s  and 
saw t h e i r  ghins: many were s i c k  from t h e  in f luenza  which has  p reva i l ed  
so  much. I have seen o t h e r  b lacks  sulky,  but I must say t h e s e  were t h e  
very reverse,  always smi l ing  and laughing when you look a t  them; some of 
t h e  women were  making d i l l i e s  - n e t t e d  bags  made of  a  d r i e d  s e e d ,  of  
which I have one o r  two specimens; t h e  women and genera l ly  t h e  men c a r r y  
one over t h e i r  l e f t  shoulder  t o  hold t h e  few odds and ends they possess  
- b i t s  of  tobacco ,  mea t ,  bones ,  e t c .  They a r e  used  t o  c a r r y  t h e  bones  
of t h e i r  dead f r i e n d s  a t  t imes ,  and M r .  Hope t o l d  me yes terday t h a t  h i s  
s tockman t o l d  him t h a t  h e  had o f t e n  t u r n e d  o u t  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e s e  
d i l l i e s  t h a t  t h e  women c a r r i e d  and had found bones of c h i l d r e n  which he 
b e l i e v e d  t h e y  had e a t e n .  I t  seems  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  h e l p  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  
they a r e  cannibals  t o  some degree, but  under what c i rcumstances  they a r e  
s o  seems equally uncer t a in  and imposs ib le  t o  discover.  They always deny 
t h e  f a c t  t o  Europeans. I must j u s t  put down f o r  remembrance t h e  name of 
"Old Glory" who was one  o f  t h e  n i c e s t  and mos t  amus ing  o f  t h e  t r i b e  a t  
Amity Point ,  and a l s o  "Funny eye" who was a sad v i l l a i n ,  always begging. 
He d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  on t h e  morn ing  we l e f t  f o r  h e  was a f r a i d  h e  would  b e  
removed from h i s  pos t  of Captain of t h e  boat  w i t h  which M r .  Duncan had 
threatened him. 



A sp lend id  b reeze  c a r r i e d  u s  away from t h e  i s l and  and determined us  
upon t h e  c o u r s e  we s h o u l d  f o l l o w ,  f o r  we had no p a r t i c u l a r  p l a n s  and 
on ly  came t o  s e e  t h e  Bay, and wi th  our t e n t s  we were q u i t e  independent; 
s o  we t o o k  a d v a n t a g e  of  t h e  b r e e z e  and s a i l e d  t o  a n o t h e r  i s l a n d  i n  t h e  
Bay c a l l e d  St. Helena, t h e  very opposi te ,  I fancy, from t h e  o t h e r  i s l and  
of t h a t  name, being f l a t  and covered w i t h  a r i c h  scrub;  we remained two 
o r  t h r e e  h o u r s  h e r e ,  M r .  D. and S, s e a r c h i n g  t h e  s c r u b  f o r  p l a n t s  and 
t h e  r e s t  sea rch ing  f o r  game. They brought back a g r e a t  number of Flying 
Foxes  a s  t h e y  a r e  c a l l e d  - a s p e c i e s  o f  vampyre o r  Bat  which  abound 
h e r e .  M r .  D. and  S. saw t h e r e  a t  a  d i s t a n c e  a n  immense f l i g h t  of them 
i n  t h e  a i r  above  t h e  t r e e s .  Schomberg s h o t  5 a t  one s h o t .  They might  
have  k i l l e d  h u n d r e d s  of  them;  t h e y  hang f rom t h e  b r a n c h e s  w i t h  t h e i r  
heads downwards and have l a r g e  b a t l i k e  wings w i t h  5 claws on each; t h e i r  
s m e l l  i s  very  d i sagreeab le ,  bu t  the  b lacks  a r e  very fond of them and a t e  
them g r e e d i l y  t h e  next  day a t  Br ib ie  Is land,  j u s t  tos s ing  them unskinned 
on t h e  f i r e  and devouring them ha l f  raw. St. Helena i s  a  p r e t t y  i s land 
and would be a p l e a s a n t  p lace  t o  come t o  i n  t h e  hea t  of t h e  summer. The 
Government, however, r e s e r v e s  a l l  i s  lands t o  i t s e l f  and never s e l l s  one. 

From St. Helena we s a i l e d  t o  t h e  mainland and encamped a f t e r  dark 
a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  o f  t h e  P i n e  r i v e r ,  a  good b road  s t r e a m ,  b u t  l i k e  a l l  
o t h e r s  very shal low;  it could be navigated,  however, I bel ieve ,  by smal l  
v e s s e l s  f o r  some m i l e s .  We had i n t e n d e d  t o  r e m a i n  h e r e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
day t o  shoot  kangaroo bc., but  t h e  wind blowing favourably f o r  Br ib ie  
I s l a n d  i t  was t h o u g h t  we s h o u l d  s e e  more t h e r e .  B r i b i e  I s l a n d ,  a s  I 
s a i d ,  i s  t h e  most n o r t h e r l y  of t h e  t h r e e  l a r g e s t  i s l ands  a t  t h e  entrance 
of  t h e  Bay. T h e r e  i s  a  d i s t i n c t  t r i b e  of  b l a c k s  who ho ld  i t  a s  t h e i r  
t e r r i t o r y ;  t h e y  have  t h e  name of b e i n g  a w i l d  s e t ,  I suppose  because  
they have had l e s s  i n t e r c o u r s e  w i t h  whi te  people, very few whi tes  ever 
v i s i t i n g  t h i s  i s l a n d  and t h e  mainland d i r e c t l y  opposi te ,  and from which 
it  i s  only  d iv ided  by a channel of l e s s  than a m i l e  i n  width, n o t  being 
h e l d  by any s q u a t t e r  a s  a  c a t t l e  o r  s h e e p  run.  We passed  on t h e  way 
some good looking ground on t h e  mainland, w e l l  e levated  above t h e  water,  
n e a r  a  p o i n t  w h i c h  i s  c a l l e d  "Humpy Bong" o r  "house of t h e  dead", s o  
c a l l e d  by t h e  b l a c k s  who came h e r e  and ' found a s e t t l e m e n t  which had 
begun t o  b e  f o r m e d ,  d e s e r t e d  by t h e  w h i t e s .  We l anded  upon i t  on o u r  
r e t u r n  p a s s a g e .  On a p p r o a c h i n g  B r i b i e  I s l a n d  we looked o u t  f o r  t h e  
smoke of  t h e  b l a c k s '  f i r e s ,  which  a r e  a l w a y s  t o  be s e e n  and which t h e y  
a r e  never without .  They met u s  on t h e  shore and evinced g rea t  d e l i g h t  
a t  our coming - prospec t s  of tobacco and f l o u r  c a l l i n g  it fo r th !  We had 
f i x e d  our  camp on t h e  mainland, n o t  f e e l i n g  q u i t e  confident  i n  our  sab le  
f r i e n d s ;  b u t  we r e m a i n e d  t w o  o r  t h r e e  h o u r s ,  d u r i n g  which we had an  
unsuccessful  b e a t  f o r  kangaroos, t h e  blacks a s s i s t i n g  u s  and whooping 
and h a l l o o i n g  i n  o r d e r  t o  d r i v e  them t o w a r d s  us. There  a r e  p l e n t y  of 
kangaroos h e r e  bu t  I suppose something had d is turbed them and f r ightened 
them t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  is land.  It came on t o  r a i n  enough t o  wet 
u s  a l l  a  good d e a l .  One o r  two  w h i t e  men, e scaped  c o n v i c t s ,  have a t  
d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s  l i v e d  among t h i s  t r i b e ,  t u r n i n g  savage  l i k e  them and 
t a k i n g  wives from them. One who i s  now a blacksmith i n  Brisbane l ived 
14 years  thus ,  and i t  is bel ieved t h e r e  i s  one y e t  among them who keeps 
h imsel f  w e l l  blackened w i t h  charcoal  t o  escape detect ion.  M r .  Duncan 
recovered h e r e  a boa t  which had been l o s t  he re  by t h e  vesse l  some t ime 
back; t h e  b lacks  were very  u n w i l l i n g  t o  g ive  i t  up. 

As we were  s a i l i n g  between t h e  i s l a n d  and t h e  mainland we came upon 
a f l o c k  o f  some hundred  b l a c k  swans,  T h i s  i s  t h e i r  m o u l t i n g  s e a s o n  
d u r i n g  which  t h e y  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  f l y ,  s o  t h a t  be tween  t h i s  day and t h e  
nex t  we succeeded i n  shoot ing  some h a l f  dozen: the  sk in  wi th  the  down on 



i t  i s  very beau t i fu l .  The ducks he re  t o o  were i n  g r e a t  abundance. This 
i s  t h e  p r e t t i e s t  p a r t  of a l l  t h e  Bay; t h e  channel i s  covered w i t h  s m a l l  
i s \ a n d s ,  l i t t l e  more t h a n  sandbanks ;  i n d e e d ,  a t  h i g h  w a t e r  t h e y  a r e  
covered, but  t h e  mangroves upon them, w i t h  t h e  appearance of growing o u t  
of t h e  water ,  look very p re t ty .  

Before reaching Br ib ie  I s l and  and from our camp t h e r e  we had a good 
view i n  the  d i s t ance  of a  s e r i e s  of very r e g u l a r  h i l l s  c a l l e d  "the Glass  
Houses", r i s i n g  immediately out  of t h e  mids t  of a  l e v e l  country. They 
a r e  some seven o r  e i g h t  i n  number and I b e l i e v e  a r e  a l l  b a s a l t i c ,  f o r  my 
expedi t ion  t o  inspect  them turned out  d i s a s t r o u s l y  a s  I must t e l l ,  f o r  
l e a v i n g  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  p a r t y  t h e  n e x t  'morning a b o u t  1 2  p.m. t o  s h o o t  
swans, bc., M r .  Duncan and I s t a r t e d  o f f  w i t h  two blacks  and P e t e r  t h e  
coxswain of the  Custom House Boat, and an  enqu i r ing  mind, t o  walk what 
we had been l e d  t o  b e l i e v e  was a d i s t a n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  w a t e r  and  t h e  
mountains of only 5 o r  6 miles.  The mountains seemed c l o s e  t o  t h e  wa te r  
and we cou ld  most  d i s t i n c t l y  s e e  t h e  r e f l e c t i o n s  of  them i n  i t .  I n  
p l a c e ,  however,  of  t h e  d i s t a n c e  p r o v i n g  6 m i l e s  i t  t u r n e d  o u t  a b o u t  
s i x t e e n  and took u s  t h r e e  hours and a ha l f  t o  walk, and then  we had on ly  
reached  a r i s i n g  h i l l  w i t h  a l a r g e  deep  r a v i n e  i n t e r v e n i n g  b e t w e e n  u s  
and t h e  p r i n c i p a l  one of  t h e  Houses. The r e s t  s t o o d  a t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
d i s t ances  from each o ther .  What was t o  be done? We had promised t o  be 
back a t  t h e  b o a t  by s i x  o ' c l o c k ,  and i f  we had s t a r t e d  o f f  i m m e d i a t e l y  
we c o u l d  n o t  be  t h e r e  b e f o r e  7 o ' c lock .  We b o t h  f e l t  t h e  annoyance  o f  
walking s o  f a r  without  having r e a l l y  seen anything of t h e  wonders we had 
come t o  examine. Yet it was f a r  t o o  l a t e  t o  do s o  and hope t o  r e a c h  t h e  
camp t h a t  n i g h t .  M r .  D. t h o u g h t  i t  w i s e r  t o  r e t u r n  a t  o n c e ,  b u t  I 
prevai led  i n  persuading him t o  send back P e t e r  and one of t h e  b lacks  and 
f o r  us  t o  proceed w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  one and endeavour t o  make t h a t  n i g h t  a  
s t a t i o n  which we bel ieved t o  be a t  no g r e a t  d i s t a n c e ,  and where we hoped 
t o  p r o c u r e  h o r s e s  t h e  n e x t  day b o t h  t o  v i s i t  t h e  G l a s s  Houses  and t o  
r e t u r n  t o  t h e  b o a t  w i t h .  So we d i v i d e d  - we had g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  
persuading t h e  black we wished t o  accompany us ;  he  declared  he  d i d  n o t  
know t h e  road and t h a t  he  was a f r a i d  of t h e  b lacks  of another  t r i b e  w i t h  
which h i s  own was n o t  on f r i e n d l y  terms. The promise of tobacco, xc., 
however, p r e v a i l e d ,  and,  w r i t i n g  a f ew words  by P e t e r ,  we t o o k  o u r  
d i f f e r e n t  roads. 

I t  was n e a r l y  f i v e  when we s t a r t e d  and we t r u s t e d  t o  make t h e  
s t a t i o n  of Durrundeer before  dark. But a l a s  f o r  human expec ta t ions !  On 
we t r u d g e d  a t  t h e  h e e l s  of  Diamond, o u r  b l a c k  g u i d e ,  up h i l l  and down 
h i l l ,  t h r o u g h  bush  and swamp, and we came t o  no  s i g n  of  s t a t i o n  - no 
t r a c k  o r  mark of any k ind.  We s t a r t l e d  a w i l d  dog  f r o m  h e r  l a i r ,  and 
pu t t ing  our hands i n t o  t h e  dead t r e e  from which she  had leaped heard  t h e  
whin ing  of h e r  pupp ies .  A t  l a s t  we w e r e  f a i r l y  b e n i g h t e d .  Diamond 
became u n w i l l i n g  t o  p roceed  a s  a l l  b l a c k s  a r e  i n  t h e  d a r k ,  and k e p t  
c o n t i n u a l l y  t u r n i n g  round t o  M r .  Duncan and s a y i n g :  " M i s s e r  Duncan, 
where  you s l e e p  t o n i g h t ? "  t o  w h i c h  we made o u r  f i r m  p r o t e s t a t i o n  o f  
s l e e p i n g  a t  t h e  s t a t i o n .  But i t  was of  no a v a i l ,  i t  was no u s e  any  
l o n g e r  pooh-poohing Diamond's h i n t s  o f  h a l t i n g ;  we k e p t  on i n  a  v a i n  
hope u n t i l  a n  hour  a f t e r  d a r k ,  when we saw t h a t  we mus t  make up o u r  
minds t o  s l e e p  i n  t h e  bush. 

Diamond had a "f ire-st ick",  a  p i e c e  of l i g h t e d  wood wi thout  which 
t h e  b l a c k s  n e v e r  move, and we s e t  f i r e  t o  a  dead  l o g  and made a good 
f i r e  - p u l l e d  t h e  l e a v e s  ( i f  s u c h  t h e y  may b e  c a l l e d )  o f  some g r e a t  
t r e e s  and spread them a s  a  pre tence  f o r  a  bed. M r .  D. was very f o o t s o r e  
- we had n o t  a  s c r a p  of  food. Diamond and I t o o k  t o r c h e s  o f  t e a t r e e  
bush and wandered about and were a t  l a s t  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  d i scover ing  some 



w a t e r .  The n i g h t  f o r t u n a t e l y  was c l e a r  and b e a u t i f u l .  I t  i s  a  g r e a t  
s e c r e t  when i n  the...... t o  l i g h t  a  f i r e  b o t h  i n  t h e  f r o n t  and r e a r  - a  

' p r a c t i c e  t h e  b l a c k s  a l w a y s  f o l l o w .  We h e a r d  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  cuckoo 
u t t e r i n g  i t s  n i g h t l y  c r y ,  which  i s  e x a c t l y  t h e  n o t e  of o u r  E n g l i s h  
ha rb inger  of sp r ing ,  though t h e  b i r d s  d i f f e r  g r e a t l y  i n  appearance, the  
A u s t r a l i a n  cuckoo more resembl ing t h e  colour  and make of an owl - it has 
a  l a r g e  mouth and l i v e s  c h i e f l y  upon moths xc. We s l e p t  and woke and 
s l e p t  and s a t  up and  t a l k e d  and l aughed  a t  o u r  p o s i t i o n .  We were  o f f  
a g a i n  a s  soon a s  "piggy jumped up" ( t h e  b l a c k  e x p r e s s i o n  f o r  t h e  sun 
r i s i n g ) ,  f u l l y  hoping t h a t  our  eyes would be very s h o r t l y  gladdened by 
t h e  s i g h t  of  t h e  s t a t i o n .  But we were  f rom 6 a.m. u n t i l  2 p.m. b e f o r e  
we reached i t ,  and never  was I s o  much knocked up - thoroughly beaten. 
We had t o  f o r c e  o u r  way t h r o u g h  g r a s s ,  soaked and heavy w i t h  dew, 
r e a c h i n g  up t o  o u r  m i d d l e s ,  and t h r o u g h  a  t h i c k  s c r u b  above o u r  heads. 
Once o r  t w i c e  we had  t o  l i e  down i n  c o m p l e t e  i n a b i l i t y  t o  go on. We 
t r i e d  t o  i n d u c e  Diamond t o  go  i n  advance  and g e t  some food f o r  u s ,  b u t  
h e  was a f r a i d .  Our s t r e n g t h ,  t o o ,  r e c e i v e d  no h e l p  from o u r  be ing  
u n c e r t a i n  a l l  t h e  w h i l e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  we w e r e  on t h e  r i g h t  road. 
Diamond had d e c l a r e d  p o s i t i v e l y  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  when d a r k n e s s  was 
coming on t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  know t h e  road ,  b u t  y e t  he  k e p t  on an....walk 
and we t r u s t e d  t o  t h e  acu teness  f o r  which t h e  blacks a r e  celebrated.  

I have no t i m e  t o  w r i t e  more - i t  i s  q u i t e  l a t e  and t h e  p o s t  leaves 
a t  7 a.m. tomorrow - indeed t h e  pos t  i s  closed but  these  w i l l  be s e n t  i n  
t h e  sh ip ' s  p r i v a t e  bag." 

BRISBANE, August 15 th ,  1853 

I1 I wro te  my l a s t  journal  i n  a  g r e a t  hurry,  but I r e a l l y  cannot f ind  
t i m e  t o  w r i t e  i t  a s  I s h o u l d  l i k e ,  s o  you mus t  n o t  g rumble  a t  t h e  
necessary  h a s t e  i n  which i t  i s  wr i t t en .  

I n  my l a s t  I had reached Durrundur, I th ink ,  w i t h  M r .  Duncan a f t e r  
one of t h e  most f a t i g u i n g  journeys I ever had. We were a  s t r ange  f i g u r e  
a s  we d ragged  o u r s e l v e s  up  t o  t h e  s t a t i o n .  When we saw by t h e  t r a c k s  
and o t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  we w e r e  a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e  S t a t i o n ,  M r .  D. 
s t r i p p e d  h imsel f  of two p a i r s  of t rouse r s  which he was wearing and gave . 
t h e  i n n e r  p a i r  t o  Diamond, whose only d ress  had h i t h e r t o  cons is ted  of an 
o ld  p ipe  s t u c k  i n  h i s  h a i r  and a  gun over h i s  shoulder! He gave him one 
b r a c e ,  t o o ,  which  h e  p u t  o v e r  h i s  b a r e  s h o u l d e r s .  We had t o  c r o s s  a  
Creek  c a l l e d  t h e  S t a n l e y ,  o v e r  which a  more r e s p e c t a b l e  b r i d g e  t h a n  
u s u a l  of p i l e s  had j u s t  been completed. On t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  a  few blacks 
were encamped whom Diamond h a i l e d  wi th  ill grace,  f o r  it i s  an open s ign  
of h o s t i l i t y  t o  pass  a  camp wi thout  exchanging words of s a l u t a t i o n ,  but 
I was amused by t h e  l i t t l e  s i g n s  of c o r d i a l i t y  which Diamond manifested 
a l t h o u g h  a n  o l d  Ghin  who came s a t  b e s i d e  him on t h e  l o g  and began 
s t r o k i n g  him and u t t e r i n g  a  s e r i e s  of w h i n i n g  n o t e s  of a f f e c t i o n a t e  
r e c o g n i t i o n ,  t o  w h i c h  Diamond made n o t  t h e  l e a s t  r e t u r n .  He d e c l a r e d  
a f t e r w a r d s  t h a t  she  .was a  s i s t e r  of h i s  - but a  s i s t e r  may include any 
r e l a t i o n  - and t h a t  s h e  had b e e n  s t o l e n  f rom h i s  t r i b e .  He, however, 
evinced no s i g n s  of joy a t  meeting wi th  h e r  o r  h e r  f r i ends  - whether he 
r e a l l y  had c a u s e  of  d i s l i k e  o r  f e a r  I c o u l d  n o t  unders t and .  He was 
e v i d e n t l y  uncomfortable dur ing  t h e  whole of t h e  t ime  we were a t  Durrun- 
d e r  and dec l ined  a l l  i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  s l eep  a t  t h e  Camp o r  i n  t h e  "Humpy" 
( h o u s e )  which  t h e  b l a c k s  work ing  on t h e  S t a t i o n  had f o r  use. Diamond 
s l e p t  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n  w i t h  t h e  gun, which be begged from us ,  by h i s  side. 

The p e o p l e  a t  t h e  S t a t i o n  c o u l d  n o t  make u s  ou t .  M r .  D. l imped up 
- h e  had a  b e a r d  o f  a  week 's  g r o w t h  and a  s e m i - o f f i c i a l  seedy  o l d  c o a t  



w i t h  b r a s s  b u t t o n s ,  which i n  i t s  d i r t y  s t a t e  o n l y  seemed r a t h e r  t o  
d i s g u i s e  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y .  I added a  l a r g e  r e n t  i n  the  l e g  of  my t r o u s e r s  
a s  a  f i n i s h  t o  t h e  d i r t y  p l i g h t  I was i n .  The b o a r d s  on my b a c k  f o r  
Ferns gave t h e  only seeming h i n t  a s  t o  o u r  p ro fess ion ,  and they conjec-  
tured  t h a t  we were Surveyors. 

M r .  Cameron, t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  S t a t i o n ,  was a b s e n t  and  a  
young man, by name R i s i e n ,  s o n  of  a  West I n d i a  C a p t a i n  who t r a d e s  t o  
Liverpool,  was i n  charge. A f t e r  our long abs t inence ,  t h e  amount of s a l t  
junk and Tea ( t h e  u s u a l  Bush f a r e )  t h a t  we consumed was  f g d g h t f u l .  
Durrundur is  a  C a t t l e  S ta t ion ,  f o r  breeding,  n o t  f o r  f a t t e n i n g ,  and was 
o r i g i n a l l y  h e l d  by two b r o t h e r s  of  t h e  name of A r c h e r ,  b u t  h a s  l a t e l y  
been purchased  by a  M r .  Maconnel l .  T h e r e  a r e  a b o u t  1 0 0  cows k e p t  f o r  
t h e  purpose  of  Cheese-making - a  number o f  p i g s  a l s o ,  w h i c h  i t  was  
cur ious  t o  s e e  rushing i n  from a l l  around t o  be fed  a t  t h e  sound of t h e  
cracking of a  s tock  whip. There used fo rmer ly  t o  be a  ve ry  good garden 
h e r e  b u t  i t  h a s  been of l a t e  n e g l e c t e d  - t h e  b e s t  P i n e s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  

, a r e  s a i d  t o  have been grown here. We remained a t  t h e  S t a t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  
next  morning. We suffered  from t h e  misbehaviour of some former  v i s i t o r s  
who had borrowed a  horse from M r .  Cameron and e i t h e r  k i l l e d  it o r  n e a r l y  
r o d e  i t  t o  d e a t h  - and M r .  C. had l e f t  word t h a t  no h o r s e  had t o  l e a v e  
t h e  S t a t i o n  w i t h o u t  h i s  p e r m i s s i o n ,  s o  t h a t  we w e r e  d r i v e n  t o  buy a 
horse from one of t h e  men about t h e  p lace ,  and f o r t u n a t e l y  met w i t h  a  
man who was l ead ing  a  horse down t o  Brisbane belonging t o  a  gentleman we 
knew there. Another man agreed t o  a l t e r  h i s  r o u t e  from t h e  d i r e c t  road 
and accompany u s  t o  our Camp. 

We had i n t e n d e d  t o  have  v i s i t e d  t h e  Bunya Bunya S c r u b  ( A r a u c a r i a  
B idwel l i i )  - n o t  many mi les  from t h i s  being t h e  ch ie f  s e a t  of  i t s  growth 
- and we had hoped t o  have r i d d e n  and made a  good e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  
Glass Houses; bu t  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y  about  t h e  horses  prevented u s ,  and we 
were obliged t o  s t a r t  d i r e c t l y  f o r  t h e  Camp o p p o s i t e  B r i b i e  Is land.  M r .  
D. was much i n c e n s e d  a t  wha t  he c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  i n h o s p i t a l i t y  o f  t h e  
S ta t ion ,  and when it did  come t o  t h e  e a r s  of M r .  Cameron he  was g r e a t l y  
shocked and blamed M r .  R i s i e n  v e r y  much f o r  n o t  p r o v i d i n g  u s  w i t h  
h o r s e s .  We s t a r t e d  hoping t o  r e a c h  t h e  Camp e a s i l y  i n  one  day ,  b u t  a n  
o l d  Black who accompanied u s  - t o  show u s  a  s h o r t  c u t  - l e d  u s ,  I 
bel ieve ,  a  g r e a t  round, and a f t e r  t r a v e l l i n g  on u n t i l  8 o'clock a t  n i g h t  
we saw no s i g n s  of  o u r  "gran  g r a n  Humpy" ( h o u s e  made of  c a n v a s ) ,  a n d  
were compelled t o  "bush it" f o r  ano the r  n i g h t  and l i e  down s u p p e r l e s s  on  
the  ground t o  s l e e p  - ye t  n o t  q u i t e  s u p p e r l e s s ,  f o r  we had a  l i t t l e  t e a  
and I had sho t  a  Swamp Pheasant,  which was, however, very  smal l ,  tough, 
and t a s t e l e s s ,  and i n  a d d i t i o n  I brought myself t o  e a t  a  l i t t l e  p i e c e  of 
a  Snake which we k i l l e d  - a  b i g  C a r p e t  s n a k e  n e a r l y  9 f e e t  i n  l e n g t h ,  
out  of which we had taken a  whole Bandicoot - t h e  Blacks a r e  very  fond 
o f  them. These  C a r p e t  Snakes a r e  a  s p e c i e s  o f  Boa, k i l l i n g  t h e i r  p r e y  
by crushing and n o t  by a  b i t e .  It smel t  v e r y  savoury and I was induced 
t o  e a t  a  l i t t l e  b i t  much i n  v i o l e n c e  o f  a  n a t u r a l  r e p u g n a n c e  w h i c h  I 
fancy a l l  human c rea tu res  possess  a g a i n s t  every  s p e c i e s  of t h e  Se rpen t  
t r i b e .  

The man who accompanied us ,  who was a n  o l d  convic t ,  seemed t o  amuse 
u s  a  good d e a l  by b u l l y i n g  Diamond, who r e t u r n e d  upon him w i t h  g r e a t  
s p i r i t .  The poor  o l d  Black f r o m  D u r r u n d u r  was q u i t e  knocked up  - t h e  
day's  journey  had been  t o o  much f o r  h im - and I n e v e r  saw s o  g r e a t  a  
change. He had s t a r t e d  w i t h  u s  w i t h  a  c a r r i a g e  a s  e r e c t  and a  s t e p  a s  
l i g h t  and a c t i v e  a s  w e l l  c o u l d  be. He had a  h i g h  f o r e h e a d  and a  f i n e  
whi te  beard, but  t h e  day's work had a l t e r e d  him i n t o  a  worn out  o l d  man. 
He did  not  complain, bu t  t h e  poor o l d  f e l l o w  was completely knocked up. 



He l e f t  u s  t o  make h i s  way back aga in  t h e  next  morning; he was s t a r t i n g  
o f f ,  l e a n i n g  on a  s t i c k  and l i m p i n g  f rom a  s p r a i n e d  a n k l e ,  w i t h o u t  
s a y i n g  a  word o f  goodbye o r  a s k i n g  f o r  any r e t u r n .  I c a l l e d  him back 
and g a v e  h i s  s o m e t h i n g ,  and a l l o w e d  him t o  t a k e  a  Tomahawk we had had 
l e n t  u s  a t  Durrundur, i n  o rde r  t h a t  he might cut  grubs from t h e  Trees t o  
e a t .  Have I s a i d  how fond  t h e  b l a c k s  a r e  of t h e s e  g r u b s ?  They f i n d  
them i n  t h e  s t u m p s  o f  t h e  dead g r a s s ,  T r e e s ,  o r  under  t h e  b a r k  of 
c e r t a i n  Trees  - they can d i s c e r n  a t  once i f  a  grub i s  the re ,  and w i t h  a  
couple of s t r o k e s  remove t h e  bark and take  out  a  f a t  whi t e  monster  wi th  
a  g r e e n  head ,  some 2 i n c h e s  i n  l e n g t h  a t  t i m e s ,  which t h e y  e a t  a l i v e .  
They e a t  i t  a s  an I t a l i a n  does Maccaroni, leaving a  long p iece  hanging 
f rom t h e i r  mouth  and g r a d u a l l y  d r a w i n g  i t  i n  a s  t h e y  devour  it - i t  
sounds  a s  i f  i t  w e r e  t o a s g ,  s o  s h a r p  and c r i s p .  M r .  F a i r h o l m e  t o l d  me 
he  had e a t e n  them b o t h  a l i v e  and f r i e d  and d e c l a r e d  them e x c e l l e n t .  
They j u s t  resemble an enormous whi te  C a t e r p i l l a r .  

A f t e r  a b o u t  3  o r  4 h o u r s '  t r a v e l l i n g  on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day we 
r e a c h e d  o u r  f o r m e r  camping g round ,  and t o  o u r  d ismay found no Ten t  o r  
Boat  t h e r e .  We l e a r n e d  f rom some b l a c k s  t h a t  M r .  S h e r i d a n  and Lord H. 
and S. had r e t u r n e d  on S a t u r d a y  i n  t h e  Custom House Boat t o  B r i s b a n e ,  
and t h a t  t h e  B o a t s  w h i c h  had been  r e c o v e r e d  f rom t h e  b l a c k s  had been . 
t a k e n  down by t h e  Crew, which had been  l e f t ,  t o  t h e  s p o t  where  we had 
s t a r t e d  from 3  days before. A b lack immediately, however, s t a r t e d  off  
f o r  u s ,  and r u n n i n g  down t o  t h e  s h o r e  o f  t h e  i s l a n d ,  h a i l e d  o u r  peop le  
from t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e ,  and about 3  o r  4 o'clock they ar r ived.  We were 
o b l i g e d  t o  spend  t h e  n i g h t  t h e r e ,  i t  b e i n g  t o o  l a t e  t o  s t a r t  f o r  B r i s -  
bane. 

I v e n t u r e d  i n t o  one  of  t h e  c a n o e s  which t h e  b l a c k s  u s e  - t h e y  a r e  
of t h e  r u d e s t  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  made of a  l a rge  s t r i p  of bark sewn toge the r  
a t  e a c h  end,  and t h e  two s i d e s  k e p t  a p a r t  by p i e c e s  of wood. They a r e  
t h e  most r i c k e t y  machines I ever  ventured i n t o  on the  water  - t h e  rower 
s t ands  a t  t h e  prow and holds a  s t r a i g h t  pole  by t h e  middle and paddles 
w i t h  h a l f  of i t ,  f i r s t  on one s i d e  and then on t h e  o t h e r  w i t h  t h e  o the r  
ha l f .  They s tand up whi le  they do it, and t h e  l e a s t  motion i n  excess t o  
one s i d e  o r  t h e  o t h e r  would immediately upset  t h e  f r a i l  bark. We reach- 
ed Br isbane  t h e  next  day about 8 o'clock i n  t h e  Evening, having delayed 
on t h e  way t o  h u n t ,  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  f o r  T u r t l e .  We found t h e y  were  
g e t t i n g  s l i g h t l y  alarmed f o r  u s  and had resolved t o  s t a r t  o f f  i n  search 
o f  u s  t h e  n e x t  day. 

August  23rd.  Having been  a b s e n t  on a n o t h e r  e x p e d i t i o n  t o  t h e  Bay -- --- ---- 
and l i v i n g  i n  a  Tent,  I have been compelled t o  make another  break i n  my 
Journa l ,  and t h e  i n t e r v a l  must t h e r e f o r e  be recounted very b r i e f l y .  

A few days a f t e r  my r e t u r n  from Br ib ie  I s l and  etc., Schomberg and 
I, Henry p r e f e r r i n g  t o  remain a t  'home, s t a r t e d  o f f  very e a r l y  one morn- 
i n g  a l o n e  t o  r i d e  50  m i l e s  t o  Dur rundur  (where  M r .  Duncan and I had 
l a t e l y  been) determined n o t  t o  l eave  t h e  neighborhood without  see ing t h e  
Bunya S c r u b  and t h e  G l a s s  Houses. Our journey  was n o t  p e r h a p s  a l t o -  
g e t h e r  s o  u n f o r t u n a t e  a s  my l a s t ,  b u t  i t  was n o t  w i t h o u t  i t s  mishaps .  
S i x t y  m i l e s  i s  a  l o n g  r i d e  a t  any t i m e ,  a s  w e l l  f o r  hose  a s  r i d e r ,  and 
i t  p r o v e d  t o o  much f o r  my poor  b e a s t  which  had c a r r i e d  me s o  w e l l  
t h r o u g h  t h e  c o u n t r y  h i t h e r t o .  I t  was knocked up on o u r  a r r i v a l  a t  
B r i s b a n e  - a f t e r  o u r  r i d e  up f rom Sydney - b u t  i t  had been  i d l e  e v e r  
s i n c e ,  a l t h o u g h  r u n n i n g  o u t  i n  a  paddock which a t  t h i s  s e a s o n  of t h e  
y e a r  i s  v e r y  poor  and h o r s e s  f a l l  away i n  p l a c e  of  g a i n i n g  c o n d i t i o n .  
S. and I g o t  o v e r  3 5  m i l e s  by midday,  r e s t e d  f o r  2  h o u r s  a t  some 
d e s e r t e d  h u t s ,  and made o u r s e l v e s  a  p o t  of  Tea. We had hoped t o  have 
reached Durrundur i n  very  good t ime,  bu t  when about 1 2  mi les  off  my poor 



beas t  f a i r l y  broke down - s c a r c e l y  a b l e  t o  put  one l e g  b e f o r e  another .  
I c o u l d  n o t  l e a v e  i t  i n  t h e  Bush, where  I s h o u l d  h a v e  l o s t  i t ,  s o  I had 
no a l t e r n a t i v e  but t o  g e t  o f f  and run behind it ,  b e a t i n g  i t  i n t o  a walk 
o r  t r o t ,  e i t h e r  one  o r  o t h e r  of  which  i t  was no e a s y  work t o  do. The 
poor animal could sca rce ly  move, and I was compelled t o  l a y  on him most 
unmerciful ly.  Darkness overtook u s ,  which added t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  misery  
of unce r t a in ty  of t h e  road. We a t  l a s t  con t r ived  t o  g e t  t o  t h e  S t a t i o n  
a b o u t  7 o 'clock.  I had s e e n  M r .  Cameron, t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  a t  B r i s -  
bane ,  ' a n d  came p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a n o t e  t o  M r .  R i s i e n  w i t h  s t r i c t  
in junc t ions  t o  make up f o r  t h e  former i n h o s p i t a l i t y .  My poor beas t  of a  
h o r s e  was s o  f a t i g u e d  t h a t  when t h e  s a d d l e  was t a k e n  o f f  him h e  was 
unable t o  move away from the  door and l a y  down there .  

The fo l lowing morning we were provided w i t h  f r e s h  horses  and two 
b l a c k s  a s  g u i d e s ,  and i n  a b o u t  5 o r  7 m i l e s  we r e a c h e d  a S c r u b  w h e r e  
some of t h e  s p l e n d i d  Bunya Bunya T r e e s  w e r e  g rowing .  A t  a  g r e a t e r  
d i s t a n c e  t h e r e  a r e  some Mounta ins ,  c a l l e d  t h e  Bunya Range, where  t h e y  
a r e  found i n  much g r e a t e r  abundance - but we saw very  f i n e  specimens a t  
t h e  Scrub we v i s i t e d .  The T r e e s  c o u l d  n o t  have  b e e n  l e s s  t h a n  100 o r  
120 f e e t  high, a s  s t r a i g h t  a s  an  arrow, and w i t h  a c i rcumference  a t  t h e  
base, ha l f  o f  which I could j u s t  t a k e  i n  w i t h  my two arms. We dug about  
20 smal l  Trees ,  but I f e a r  they w i l l  no t  l i v e  t o  reach England. I n  t h e  
same Scrub % e r e  some enormous specimens of t h e  Moreton Bay Pine,  a  t r e e  
a l m o s t  a s  b e a u t i f u l  a s  t h e  Bunya, and e q u a l l i n g  i t  i n  h e i g h t  and 
s t r a i g h t n e s s  and exceeding i t  i n  g i r t h .  These Bunya t r e e s  bear  a  f r u i t  
which the  blacks a r e  extremely fond o f ,  and which they come from g r e a t  
d i s t a n c e s  t o  e a t .  The t r e e s  o n l y  b e a r  i n  any  abundance  e v e r y  t h i r d  
m, and t h e  Blacks beat 'down t h e  F r u i t  and make a s o r t  of Flour of it. 
I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  i s  an  o r d e r  i n  C o u n c i l  f o r b i d d i n g  any  of  t h e  l a r g e  
Bunyas t o  be cu t  down on t h i s  account. These Scrubs a r e  most i n t e r e s t -  
i n g  t o  a  B o t a n i s t ,  s o  f u l l  of l i t t l e  known and b e a u t i f u l  T r e e s  and 
Shrubs. They a r e  what a r e  r e a l l y  b e s t  worth see ing i n  t h e  whole of t h i s  
p a r t  of the  country - t he  number and beauty of t h e  v i n e s  and c reepers ,  
orchids  and p a r a s i t e s  of a l l  kinds a r e  very g rea t .  

I r e g r e t  we s h a l l  n o t  b e  h e r e  a  l i t t l e  l a t e r  on i n  t h e  S p r i n g  and 
s o  n o t  s e e  many of them i n  f l o w e r  - some a r e  a l r e a d y  o u t  and a r e  mos t  
b e a u t i f u l .  Dur ing t h e  p a s t  week we have  been  down, a l l  t h r e e  of  u s ,  
w i t h  M r .  Duncan, M r .  Sheridan and a M r .  Rawnsley, a  n a t u r a l i s t ,  and have 
v i s i t e d  some o f  t h e  S c r u b s  a t  t h e  s o u t h  p a r t  o f  t h e  Bay - and we w e r e  
very so r ry  t o  be a b l e  t o  examine them s o  s l i g h t l y .  You might  spend any 
length  of t ime among them; it  i s  very severe  work going through them - 
a t  every s t e p  you a r e  caught by some t r a i l i n g  shrub o r  p r i c k l y  c r e e p e r  
and unceremonious ly  h e l d  back ,  and i t  i s  s o m e t i m e s  no e a s y  work t o  
d i s e n t a n g l e  y o u r s e l f .  There  i s  one  e s p e c i a l  enemy w h i c h  g o e s  by t h e  
name of t h e  "Lawyer" from t h e  t e n a c i t y  w i t h  which  h e  d e t a i n s  you when 
once  i n  h i s  c l u t c h e s  - you a r e  s u r e  t o  s c r a t c h  y o u r  hands  i n  y o u r  
endeavour t o  f r e e  yourse l f ,  and o f t e n  on ly  bind yourse l f  more c lose ly .  
A good temper i s  r e q u i s i t e ,  f o r  you f i n d  yourse l f  twi t ched  and pu l l ed  a t  
on every s ide ,  t r ipped  up and suddenly brought t o  a  s t a n d s t i l l  a t  every 
moment. The most  b e a u t i f u l  b i r d s  a r e  found  i n  t h e  t h i c k e s t  o f  t h e  
Scrub, but  you r e q u i r e  g r e a t  p r a c t i c e  be fo re  you can s e e  them - they a r e  
a l l  s o  s i l e n t  and o n l y  r e s o r t  t o  t h e  t r e e s  on w h i c h  t h e y  f e e d .  Some 
Scrubs a r e  much more damp t h a n  o t h e r s  and t h e s e  a r e  r i c h e r  i n  v a r i e t y  of 
t r e e s  and shrubs. 

But I have  wandered away f rom Dur rundur  f rom which ,  on t h e  day  
f o l l o w i n g  o u r  v i s i t  t o  t h e  Bunya Scrub ,  we made a n  e x c u r s i o n  t o  t h e  
G l a s s  Houses. But t h e  f a t e s  seemed d e t e r m i n e d  I s h o u l d  n o t  s e e  them. 



The d i s t a n c e  which had proved t o  u s  s o  long and weary before  proved, by 
t h e  s h o r t  c u t  t h e  b l a c k s  t o o k  u s ,  t o  be o n l y  some 8 o r  9 m i l e s  - b u t  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  l eav ing  Durrundur i t  began t o  r a i n  and continued t o  pour 
down i n  t o r r e n t s  a l l  day. We d i d  n o t  t u r n  back,  and r e a c h e d  t h e  same 
Mounta in ,  t h o u g h  a t  a  d i f f e r e n t  s i d e ,  which  M r .  Duncan and I had pre-. 
v i o u s l y  b e e n  n e a r .  Schomberg and I l e f t  o u r  h o r s e s  a t  t h e  f o o t  and 
managed t o  g e t  up a b o u t  a  q u a r t e r  of  t h e  way. Even i f  t h e  day had been 
f i n e  I doubt t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of our  cl imbing t o  t h e  summit by t h e  s ide  
we were a t ,  but  i n  t h e  r a i n  and m i s t  i t  was impossible. The water  was 
running i n  s t r eams  down t h e  a lmost  perpendicular  s i d e s  of t h e  Mountain, 
w h i c h  r i s e s  up one  v a s t  mass  of  G r a n i t e  f rom t h e  c e n t r e  of a  t h i c k  
surrounding Bush. I should much have l iked  t o  have reached t h e  summit - 
t h e  o n l y  c o n s o l a t i o n  we had was i n  f i n d i n g  a new Fern ,  and a n o t h e r  i n  
seed,  which we had n o t  previous ly  found so. We had t o  make our way back 
t o  G u r r u n d u r  w e t  t o  t h e  s k i n  and on s o a k i n g  s a d d l e s .  We met w i t h  a 
g r e a t  number of  k a n g a r o o  and had a s h o t  a t  one  and a g a l l o p  a f t e r  
another .  The female  kangaroo, when hard pressed, t o s s  away t h e i r  young 
f r o m  t h e i r  pouch - t h e  one  c h a s e d  d i d  so ,  b u t  on r e t u r n i n g  we were 
u n a b l e  t o  f i n d  it .  We met a  B lack  a f t e r w a r d s  who was c a r r y i n g  home a 
l i t t l e  one ,  and I b o u g h t  i t  of him f o r  s i x p e n c e ,  and c a r r i e d  i t  i n  one 
pocket and another  l i t t l e  one M r .  R i s i en  gave me i n  t h e  o t h e r  - a l l  the  
way back  t o  Brisbane."... 

''During t h e  l a s t  week we were down a t  t h e  Bay a s  I have sa id ,  but I 
have nothing very p a r t i c u l a r  t o  r e l a t e  of our t r i p .  We s a i l e d  about 80 
m i l e s  f r o m  B r i s b a n e  t o  a  c r e e k  c a l l e d  t h e  "Nerang Creek" which f a l l s  
i n t o  t h e  sea  c l o s e  a t  t h e  southernmost ent rance  of t h e  Bay. The Passage 
of t h e  Bay i s  very  i n t r i c a t e ,  owing t o  t h e  numberless i s l ands  which a r e  
s t r ewn  about between Stradbroke I s l a n d ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  and outermost,  and 
t h e  mainland. They a r e  c h i e f l y  l i t t l e  more than low swamps covered wi th  
Mangroves and abounding i n  Water Fowl. We saw many hundreds of Pel icans  
- one  f l o c k  I c o u n t e d  a s  many a s  60  t o g e t h e r .  You can  s e e  them m i l e s  
away, a  l o n g  w h i t e  s t r e a k  which  you t a k e  a t  t i m e s  f o r  a  long  s t r e a k  of  
w h i t e  sand. They a r e  enormous b i r d s  and t h e i r  s i z e  i s  magnified by the  
sand  and t h e  r e f r a c t i o n .  We saw b e s i d e s  t h e  w h i t e  I b i s ,  S p o o n b i l l ,  
w h i t e  Crane ,  t h e  N a t i v e  Companion, s e v e r a l  s p e c i e s  of Curlew and of 
Ducks, e t c .  Henry and M r .  S h e r i d a n  k i l l e d  two v e r y  s i n g u l a r  s h a r p  
headed Sharks - perhaps they were a species  of Ray. 

I n  t h e . S c r u b s  w h i c h  we v i s i t e d  t h e  Coomera T r e e  abounds,  which 
b e a r s  a  f r u i t  wh ich  t h e  b l a c k s  f e e d  and grow v e r y  f a t  on a t  a  c e r t a i n  
t ime  of t h e  year. We a l s o  found and brought away w i t h  u s  a l a rge  number 
of  a  k i n d  o f  Palm w h i c h  t h e  n a t i v e s  c a l l  Meechia ,  I t h i n k .  They a r e  
v e r y  p r e t t y  and make e x c e l l e n t  w a l k i n g  s t i c k s .  I have s e n t  a  good 
number of them home, a s  they make inexpensive presents .  

The Aborigines i n  t h i s  p a r t  r a r e l y  see  whi te  men, except very bad 
specimens of them - Sawyers c h i e f l y ,  engaged i n  c u t t i n g  t imber  - from 
whom they have l e a r n t  l i t t l e  e l s e  of our language excepting oaths ,  and 
by whom they a r e ,  I f e a r ,  i n  t o o  many cases t r e a t e d  very inhumanely. We 
walked t o  t h e  Scrub a lmos t  immediately a f t e r  landing and passed on our 
r o a d  by some o f  t h e i r  t e n t s  which  we found q u i t e  d e s e r t e d  e x c e p t e d  by 
two men, one a ve ry  aged one and t h e  o t h e r  s u f f e r i n g  from d i sease  - a l l  
t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  had f l e d  and were  h i d d e n ,  I have no doub t ,  
somewhere  n e a r .  They would e a s i l y  r e c o g n i s e  t h e  Government Boat and 
might  fancy,  perhaps, t h a t  we were cons tables  i n  search  of some of t h e i r  
t r i b e  who had committed depredat ions  - a t  any r a t e  they were a f r a i d  but 
on d i s c o v e r i n g  t h e  p e a c e a b l e  o b j e c t  of o u r  v i s i t  t h e y  r e g a i n e d  t h e i r  
confidence,  and i n  r e t u r n i n g  we found t h e i r  Camp w e l l  inhabited and t h a t  



n i g h t  and t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day  many of  them came t o  o u r  T e n t s .  They 
appeared ,  however ,  a  l o w e r  t r i b e  of  b l a c k s  t h a n  o u r  f r i e n d s  a t  A m i t y  
Po in t  and B r i b i e  Is land.  

Both Schomberg and I d i s c o v e r e d  a  v e r y  s i n g u l a r  f e r n ,  w h i c h  we 
expect may be h i t h e r t o  unknown. The Blacks caught some f i s h ,  bu t  it was 
very poor bes ide  t h a t  which we e a t  on our  previous  v i s i t  t o  t h e  Bay. We 
were favoured by t h e  wind i n  r e t u r n i n g  t o  Brisbane;  we c a l l e d  a t  Cleve- 
l a n d  a g a i n  and lunched  w i t h  M r .  Bigge. The B l a c k s  b r o u g h t  i n  a  T u r t l e  
which t h e y  had j u s t  k i l l e d  - w i t h  wha t  p r e c i s i o n  t h e y  c a n  t h r o w  t h e  
Harpoon was shown by t h e  poor  a n i m a l  h a v i n g  i t s  head c l o v e n  d i r e c t l y  
t h r o u g h  t h e  c e n t r e ,  t h e  Harpoon r e m a i n i n g  f i x e d  in .  The s h e l l  o f  t h e  
Tur t l e ,  however, i s  much t h i n n e r  than one would imagine - n o t  t h i c k e r  
than ,a sixpence, I believe." 
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