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Exactly 100 years ago Henry Tryoa published the first piece of 
Queensland archaeological research in the inaugural volume of Proceed- 
inns of the Royal Society of Queensland. It concerned rock engravings 
and associated stone artefacts in archaeological deposits in a rock- 
shelter on Pigeon Creek near Gatton, S.E. Queensland. This inaugural 
volume of Queens land Archaeolonical. Research can be viewed as commemor- 
ating an archaeological century. I considered it fitting that the front 
cover depict Tryon's original rock art recordings. The back cover 
depicts the same panel recorded some 9 decades later by Michael Quinnell 
of the Queensland Museum. A glance of comparison will be sufficient to 
allow that Tryon's work was of excellent quality for its day. 

I suspect that Tryon would haye been more than a litFle 
disappointed if foretold back in 1884 that some three generations would 
pass before Australian Archaeology became a formally recognised course 
of university study in this country, and some 90 years before Queensland 
universities added Archaeology to their"curricu1a. I also suspect he 
would have presaged the destructive impact such a delay would have upon 
the archaeological record. In respect of the densely populated coastal 
belt he would have been correct. 'It is indeed unfortunate that the 
value of Australian Aboriginal history and culture to our understanding 
of the development of humankind as a whole was recognised so late. , 

The establishment of two teaching positions in this state, my own 
here at The University of Queensland and that held by John Campbell at 
James Cook University, has meant more'than simply supplying our students 
with current knowledge about the deep and rich Australian past - from 
the point of European-Aboriginal contact back to the Pleistocene world 
of the paleo-Australians. It has also now begun to bear fruit in the 
form of arthaeological scholars who have cut their teeth on Queensland 
archaeological problems and are eager to go out and make their own 
respective marks on the archaeological world. The past few years have 
seen more archaeological research in Queensland than the previous 
century. Further, if the present rate of increase continues, this 
output will triple within the next decade. Thus, the tardiness of our 
archaeological start in Australia is'in part being made up for by the 
rapid expansion of research across the state. 



It was i n  o r d e r  t o  c a t e r  f o r  t h i s  burgeoning of a rchaeo log ica l  work 
and personnel  t h a t  I i n i t i a l l y  conceived of QAR. For t h e  p a s t  5 years  
o r  s o  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  has  been accumulating i n  unpublished 
t h e s e s ,  s u r v e y  and s i t e  r e p o r t s ,  CRM r e p o r t s  and u n p u b l i s h e d  p a p e r s ,  
t h e  d e t a i l s  of  which a r e  o f t e n  considered unsu i t ab le  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  by 
e d i t o r s  of  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  journals .  In  s h o r t ,  I f e l t  t h e r e  was need of a  
v e h i c l ' e  f o r  t h e  o u t l e t  o f  d e t a i l e d  s i t e  r e p o r t s ,  f o r  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
s u r v e y  r e p o r t s ,  f o r  p r e l i m i n a r y  r e s u l t s  o f  f i e l d  a n d / o r  l a b o r a t o r y  
r e s e a r c h  and f o r  t h e  more s u b s t a n t i v e  m a t e r i a l  of t h e s e s  which may no t  
make t h e  l a r g e r  journa l s  bu t  which do conta in  informat ion  of  value t o  
t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  a rchaeo log ica l  community. QAR was designed t o  meet t h i s  
need.  I n  t h i s  way QAR s h o u l d  a l s o  h e l p  t o  a l l e v i a t e  t h e  p e r e n n i a l  
f r u s t r a t i o n s  experienced by undergraduate archaeology s t u d e n t s  a t  disco- 
v e r i n g  t h a t  d a t a  " v i t a l "  t o  t h e i r  r e sea rch  papers a r e  v i r t u a l l y  locked 
away i n  t h e s e s ,  conference papers ,  government CRM r e p o r t s  and t h e  l ike .  

QAR d o e s  n o t  e s p o u s e  any  p a r t i c u l a r  approach  t o  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
research .  Indeed, i t  has on ly  two uni fy ing themes - "Queensland" and 
"Archaeology". The 'Qesearch" por t ion  of the  t i t l e  may r e f e r  t o  any of 
t h e  many l e g i t i m a t e  shades and hues of our d i s c i p l i n e .  QAR w i l l  accept  
t h e  pure ly  d e s c r i p t i v e  and t h e  pure ly  a n a l y t i c a l ,  t h e  h i s t o r i c  a s  w e l l  
a s  t h e  p r e h i s t o r i c .  Research may be methodological ly and t h e o r e t i c a l l y  
couched i n  t h e  "American Way" o r  t h a t  of B r i t a i n  and Europe, al though I 
would p r e f e r  t h e y  became p r o g r e s s i v e l y  more A u s t r a l i a n  i n  f l a v o u r .  
Such a l o c a l  s t a m p  may b e  t h e  mos t  p o s i t i v e  r e s u l t  of  t h e  b l e n d i n g  of  
t h e  an th ropo log ica l  and h i s t o r i c a l  schools ,  wi th  t h e  n e t  r e s u l t  of some 
kind of hybr id  v igor .  I b e l i e v e  such i s  a l ready being borne. 

QAR w i l l ,  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  be  produced a s  a n  a n n u a l  volume t o  
a p p e a r  i n  October-November. M a n u s c r i p t s  s h o u l d  be  s u b m i t t e d  by J u l y  
3 1 s t .  They may be  s h o r t  ( o n e  o r  two p a g e s )  o r  a s  l o n g  a s  20,000 words. 
I n  sum,  QAR w i l l  c o n s i d e r  a n y  m a n u s c r i p t  w h i c h  c o n s i d e r s  t h e  
a rchaeo log ica l  r ecord  of Queensland o r  can be shown t o  be re l evan t  t o  
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  i s s u e s  i n  Queensland.  A t  p r e s e n t ,  m a n u s c r i p t s  w i l l  be '  
i n i t i a l l y  r e a d  by The ~ d i t o r ( s )  a n d / o r  a  member o f  t h e  E d i t o r i a l  
A d v i s o r y  Board b e f o r e  a c c e p t a n c e  may be  made. A f i n a l  d r a f t  w i l l  be 
s e n t  t o  a u t h o r s  f o r  a p p r o v a l .  Once s o  approved,  o n l y  s p e l l i n g  and 
typographica l  checks w i l l  be made before  sending manuscripts  t o  press. 
R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  s t y l e ,  con ten t  and opinion r e s t s  w i t h  authors.  

I am p l e a s e d  t o  s a y  t h a t  Volume 1 of  QAR e x e m p l i f i e s  w e l l  t h e  
d i v e r s i t y  of  a rchaeo log ica l -  r e sea rch  i n t e r e s t s  i n  Queensland- a n d  f u l -  
f i l l s  o r i g i n a l  a i m s  f o r  t h e  s e r i e s .  I hope t h a t  r e a d e r s  w i l l - f i n d  t h e  
con ten t s  s t i m u l a t i n g  and u s e f u l  t o  t h e i r  own archaeologica l  research.  
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