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As Queensland and W , e ~ t e r n  A u s t r a l i a  r e c e i v e  t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
a t t e n t i o n  which  t h e y  d e s e r v e ,  d u r i n g  t h i s  d e c a d e ,  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  
~ u s t r a l i a n  p r e h i s t o r y  w i l l  be r e w r i t  t e n  d r a s t i c a l l y .  H i s t o r i c  s e t t l e -  
ment populated sou theas te rn  A u s t r a l i a  and made it t h e  focus  d f  European 
u r b a n i s e d  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  no  r e a s o n  why t h e  e v i d e n c e  f o r  
nor thern  p r e h i s t o r y  'should not: r e d r e s s  t h i s  geographic imbalance, Queen- 
s land 's  immensely  long  and e c o l o g i c a l l y  r i c h  c o a s t l i n e  o f f e r s  d i v e r s e  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  r e s e a r c h ,  , w h i l e  t h e  h i n t s  o f  a  P l e i s t o c e n e  human 
presence a c r o s s  a  range of i n t e r i o r  h a b i t a t s  hold  equa l  p o t e n t i a l .  

E q u a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  numerous  A b o r i g i n a l -  p e o p l e  
s t i l l  inhab i t  t h e  s t a t e ,  whi le  a  c u l t u r a l  renewal i s  i n  p r o g r e s s ,  which 
i n v o l v e s  a  c o n c e r n ,  w i t h  t h e i r  v i b r a n t  p a s t .  These  p e o p l e  and  t h e i r  
knowledge a r e  a  r e s o u r c e  of  g r e a t  p o t e n t i a l .  The c h a l l e n g e  f a c i n g  
p r e h i s t o r i a n s  o f  Queensland i s  t o  d e v e l o p  a c t i v e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  
Aborigines i n  a mutually rewarding dialogue.  '. Both modern-Aborigines and 
p r e h i s t o r i a n s  a r e  f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  they were served s o  w e l l  by t h o s e  two 
' m e t i c u l o u s  r e c o r d e r s  of  t r a d i t i o n a l  e t h n o g r a p h y ,  W.E. Roth  and Donald  
Thomson. Thei r  c o l l e c t i o n s  of m a t e r i a l  o b j e c t s ,  d e t a i l e d  o b s e r v a t i o n s  
and Thornson's p h o t o g r a p h s  of  u n r i v a l l e d  q u a l i t y ,  p r o v i d e  a  c o r p u s  o f  
information which o the rwise  would be l a r g e l y  unrecoverable.  

The numerous and va r i ed  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  f i r s t  volume of t h i s  
new Queensland e n t e r p r i s e  a r e  welcome. It i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  many of 
them present  b a s i c  f i e l d  'data. I f  l a t e r  numbers c o n t a i n  f ewer  a r t i c l e s  
but more d e t a i l e d  and longer excavat ion  r e p o r t s  o r  f i e l d  surveys ;  f u t u r e  
a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  w i l l  be  i n  t h e . e d i t o r O s  d e b t  e v e n  more. I t  i s  w o r t h  
r e f l e c t i n g  t h a t  new approaches t o  e x p l i c a t i n g  t h e  p a s t ,  ' i nvo lv ing  model 
formula t ion ,  t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n s t r u c t s  and t r endy  jargon,  a r o s e  i n  c o n t i -  
nents  wi th  an a rchaeo log ica l  d a t a  base  and f i e ldwork  t r a d i t i o n s  extend- 
ing back over a  century. A u s t r a l i a n s  sometimes a r e  c r i t  i c i s e d  f o r  t h e i r  
pragmatism and neg lec t  of a b s t r a c t i o n s .  A t  t h i s  junc tu re  i n  archaeo- 
l o g i c a l  r e sea rch ,  however, t h e r e  i s  much p o i n t  i n  r ecord ing  t h e  mundane. 
Queensland's archaeology ba re ly  reaches  a c r o s s  two decades,  w h i l e  e n t i r e  
regions a r e  unsurveyed, major s i t e  complexes a r e  unrecorded and connec- 
t e d  f a c t s  a r e  few. Whi le  t h e  p r a c t i c e  may b e  r e s i s t e d  by young 
e n t h u s i a s t s  a s  a  v e s t i g i a l  c o l o n i a l  c u l t u r a l  c r inge ,  t h e  methodology of 
old-fashioned B r i t i s h  f i e l d  archaeology must be a p p l i e d  i n  t h e  A u s t r a l -  
ian  bush before  a  t r u l y  n a t i o n a l  theory  and p r a c t i c e  of  archaeology can 
emerge. The b u i l d i n g  blocks of Queens land  p r e h i s t o r y  r e m a i n  g rounded  
f i r m l y  upon t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  of c a r e f u l  mapping, s y s t e m a t i c  s i t e  p l a n s  
and t h e  o b j e c t i v e  d e s c r i p t i o n  and a n a l y s i s  o f  f i n d s ;  s t r a t i g r a p h y  and 
r e l a t e d  chronology remains i t s  keystone. 



My own i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  Queens land  r e s e a r c h  d a t e s  f r o m  t h e  l a t e  
' f i f t i e s ,  and it i s  h e l p f u l  t o  r e v i e w  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  around t h a t  e r a .  
Only t w e n t y - f o u r  y e a r s  h a v e  e l a p s e d  s i n c e  my f i r s t  e x c a v a t i o n  on M t .  
Mof fa t t  s t a t i o n ,  butp  i t  seems l i g h t  years  away when compared e i t h e r  wi th  
t h e  knowledge and r e s e a k h  o r i e n t a t i o n s  embodied i n .  t h i s  volume, o r  w i t h  
t h e  number of  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  now on t h e  ground. 

A s e r i e s  o f  u n r e l a t e d  Queensland happenings symbolise t h a t  period 
and i t s  a s s u m p t i o n s .  Donald Thomson a t t e m p t e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  Cape York 
a f t e r  a n  i n t e r v a l  o f  some t h i r t y  y e a r s .  T r a g i k a l l y  f o r  f u t u r e  
Aborigines and e thnographers  a l i k e ,  he was barred  by a union of in t ran-  
s i g e n t  m i s s i o n  z e a l o t s  and p a t e r n a l i s t i c  government author it i e s .  Nobody 
bothered t o  consu l t  w i t h  t h e  people amongst whom Thomson wished t o  work. 
Consequently, t h a t  t a l e n t e d  an th ropo log i s t  never r e v i s i t e d  t h e  scene of 
h i s  f i r s t  f ie ldwork.  

However,  a n o t h e r  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t ,  W.E.H. S t a n n e r ,  was i n v i t e d  t o  
t a c k l e  a  Cape York a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  problem.  S t a n n e r  v i s i t e d  Weipa i n  
1958 t o  e x a m i n e  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h e  immense s h e l l  mounds. Al though  h e  
advocated excavat ion ,  he a t  tempted none, and he i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  mounds 
a s  n a t u r a l  f e a t u r e s    tanner 1961). 

a When a box of s l i d e s  l a b e l l e d  "Kenniff Cave" a r r i v e d  i n  Melbourne 
dur ing  1959, they  provided s u f f i c i e n t  s t imulus  t o  t a k e  me t h e r e  during 
t h e  n e x t  y e a r .  Chance,  l i n k e d  w i t h  a hunch, would n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a  
r e s p e c t a b l e  r e s e a r c h  des ign  today, ye t  t h a t  combination s u f f i c e d  t o  d i s -  
cover a  major s i t e  which both solved and posed problems of con t inen ta l  
a p p l i c a t i o n .  

K e n n i f f  c a v e  l i t e r a l l y  was a thousand  m i l e s  away b u t ,  i n  t h o s e  
days, i t  was much f u r t h e r  i n  conceptual  terms. Carnarvon Gorge was an  
e x o t i c  p l a c e  v i s i t e d  by t h e  a d v e n t u r o u s ;  Kenn i f f  combined t h e  a u r a  of 
legendary c a t t l e  d u f f e r s  w i t h  t h e  remoteness of t h e  moon. W e  obtained 
t h e  goodwi l l  of l o c a l  s t a t i o n  people and enjoyed t h e i r  h o s p i t a l i t y ,  but  
t h e r e  was no ques t ion  of r eques t ing  o f f i c i a l  permits .  No s i t e s  l e g i s l a -  
t i o n  then  e x i s t e d  anywhere i n  A u s t r a l i a  and t h e r e  was no o b l i g a t i o n  t o  
l o d g e  f i n d s  i n  any s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  T h a t ' I  v o l u n t a r i l y  chose  t o  
d e p o s i t  a l l  t h e  Fromm's Landing f i n d s  i n  A d e l a i d e  and t h o s e  f rom M t .  
Mof f a t t  i n  Brisbane,  was considered e c c e n t r i c  behaviour by some s tone  
t o o l  c o l l e c t o r s  of my acquaintance. A c h i l d  of my t ime,  I assumed t h a t  
t h e r e  w e r e  no A b o r i g i n a l  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ;  n a t u r a l l y ,  no 
l e g a l  requi rement  was i n  f o r c e  anywhere i n  A u s t r a l i a  making it necessary 
t o  o b t a i n  Abor ig ina l  consent. 

Archaeologica l  m a t t e r s  moved f a s t  t h e r e a f t e r .  I n  '1962, I obtained 
a P l e i s t o c e n e  radiocarbon d a t e  f o r  Kenniff cave. The next  year ,  Richard 
Wgight (1971) demonstrated t h a t  t h e  Weipa s h e l l  mounds were archaeologi-  
c a l  d e p o s i t s ,  w h i l e  t h e  archaeology and a r t  of t h e  Laura region became 
recognised f o r  i t s  r i c h n e s s  and s ign i f i cance .  Percy Trezise  became one 
o f  t h e  b e s t  known r o c k  a r t  r e c o r d e r s  i n  A u s t r a l i a  ( ~ r e z i s e  1969,  1971. 
By t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  M t .  M o f f a t t  e x c a v a t i o n s  w e r e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1965,  
Carmel  W h i t e  had d i s c o v e r e d  g round  h a t c h e t s  i n  Arnhem Land and had 
. d e m o n s t r a t e d  human o c c u p a t i o n  beyond 20,000 y e a r s .  I n  Q u e e n s l a n d ,  
l e g i s l a t i o n  was being framed t o  p r o t e c t  both s i t e s  and a r t e f a c t s .  Yet, 
I suspect  t h a t  nobody consul ted  Aborigines concerning such mat ters .  To 
a g r e a t  e x t e n t  t h a t  r e m a i n s  a c e n t r a l  i s s u e  t o d a y ,  c r i t i c a l  t o  t h e  
f u t u r e  of a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  research.  

I n  t h e  ' s i x t i e s  t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  map o f  Queensland r e s e m b l e d  a 
map o f  e x p l o r a t i o n  a c e n t u r y  e a r l i e r .  There  were  i s o l a t e d  p a t c h e s  of  
knowledge surrounded by t h e  darkness  of ignorance. Weipa, Laura, P la t -  
form Gal l e ry  (~ook town) ,  M t .  Mof f a t t  and Carnarvon's Cathedral cave, the  



Broadbeach b u r i a l  ground:  t h e s e  p r o v i d e d  t h e  c o n g r e s s  t o p i c s  o f  t h a t  
decade. T 

The secondary exp lo ra t ion  which fol lowed dur ing t h e  1970s extended 
t h e s e  recorded zones and carbon d a t e s  became s u f f i c i e n t l y  numerous t o  
e n a b l e  games t o  be  p l a y e d  w i t h  t i m e ,  A r e g i o n a l i s m  i n  f i e l d w o r k  
develop.ed, w i t h  L a u r a ,  T o w n s v i l l e  and t h e  s o u t h e a s t ,  c e n t r e s  f o r  p u r -  
poseful  independent p ro jec t s .  h 

The most  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s e a r c h ,  however ,  complemented  t h e  M t .  
Moffa t t  r e s u l t s .  Extended f i e ldwork  i n  t h e  Cen t ra l  Highlands was under- 
t a k e n  by John Beaton and M i c h a e l  Morwood. T h a t  K e n n i f f  c a v e  s t i l l  
r e t a i n s  the  d i s t i n c t i o n  of being t h e  o l d e s t  of t h e  many s i t e s  i n v e s t i -  
ga ted  the re ,  under l ines  t h e  whimsical  n a t u r e  of archaeology. Rewards do 
n o t  go n e c e s s a r i l y  t o  t h e  p e r s i s t e n t  o r  t o  t h e  s y s t e m a t i c  r e s e a r c h  
designers.  More s e r i o u s l y ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  no o t h e r  h igh-Ple is tocene  s i t e  
h a s  been d a t e d  may s u p p o r t  t h e  Bowdler  t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e  H i g h l a n d s  w e r e  
entered  e f f e c t i v e l y  only much l a t e r .  However, t h e  apparen t  conf i rma t ion  
of  t h e  Kenn i f f  cave  sequence  o f  s t o n e  t o o l  t y p e s ,  through,Morwood's  
a n a l y s i s  (19811, i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  benchmark. There a r e  few a r e a s  w i t h i n  
A u s t r a l i a  where a  group of well-dated,  ! s t r a t i f i e d  s i t e s  has  produced a  
v a r i e t y  of typo log ica l ly  i d e n t i f i a b l e  types  i n  conformable order .  Even 
a t  a t i m e  when f u n c t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  f o r m ,  t e c h n o l o g y  r a t h e r  t h a n  
t y p o l o g y ,  a t t r a c t s  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  t h e s e  f i r m . i n d i c a t o r s  m e r i t  f u r t h e r  
cons idera t ion .  

I n  the  P r i n c i p a l  components Analys is  of t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of 
a r t  a t  83 s i t e s ,  Morwood (1980) inaugurated a new approach t o  t h e  pas t .  
There  a r e  b e h a v i o u r a l a n d  c o g n i t i v e  a s p e c t s  i n c a p s u l a t e d  i n  r o c k  a r t ,  
and Morwood has t h e  d i s t i n c t  ion  of demonst ra t ing  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of  
r e t r i e v i n g  some of them through ve ry  d e t a i l e d  r e g i o n a l  recording.  Given 
t h e  P l e i s t o c e n e  a n t i q u i t y  o f  e n g r a v l i n g s  a t  t h e  E a r l y  Man s i t e ,  n e a r  
Laura  ( ~ o s e n f e l d  e t .  a l .  19811, t h e r e  a r e  . o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  + a p p l y  
Morwood's approach through an impress ive  t i m e  d.epth. The immense number 
and v a r i e t y  of pa in t ings  i n  t h e  same reg ion ,  c u r r e n t l y  under t h e  j o i n t  
s c r u t i n y  of Percy Trez i se  and Josephine Flood, o f f e r  comparable p o s s i -  
b i l i t i e s .  

The c h i e f  consequence  o f  Beaton's C e n t r a l  H i g h l a n d s  c a m p a i g n  
r e s u l t e d  from h i s  experience w i t h  cycads. His i n s i g h t f u l  the-s i s  con- 
cerning the  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  of cycads i n  Abor ig inal  economic and s o c i a l  
l i f e  h a s  h i g h l i g h t e d ,  l i k e  Morwood's a r t  s t u d y ,  i n t a n g i b l e  a s p e c t s  o f  
A b o r i g i n a l  s o c i e t y   eaton on 19821. The l i n k  between ceremonia l  assem- 
b l i e s  _and abundant- food resources  i s  n o t  a  new discovery ,  bu t  t h e  empha- 
s i s  upon t h i s  s t a p l e , a n d  i t s  t r a n s f e r  b a c k  i n t o  p r e h i s t o r i c  t i m e s  i s  
c h a l l e n g i n g l y  f r e s h .  I t  o f f e r s  a  model  which  i s  l i k e l y  t o  s t i m u l a t e  
f u r t h e r  research. . . 

Within recen t  years  P r e h i s t o r y  has become an undergraduate  d i s c i -  
p l i n e  a t  James Cook Univers i ty  and a t  t h e  Unive r s i ty  of Queensland, w h i l e  
v i g o r o u s  f i e l d w o r k  h a s  been s u s t a i n e d  f r o m  b o t h  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  A s  
a s p e c t s  of t h i s  r e s e a r c h  a r e  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h i s  vo lume  t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  
p lace  t o  d i scuss  them i n  depth. 

I n  my o p i n i o n ,  however ,  some o f  A u s t r a l i a ' s  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  
cu r ren t  f ie ldwork i s  based w i t h i n  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  John Campbell's 
sus ta ined and energe t i c  programme has been rewarded by cha l l eng ing  d i s -  
coveries.  Thei r  d e t a i l e d  p u b l i c a t i o n  should ensure  a  g r e a t e r ' m e a s u r e  o f  
Queensland's p a s t  i n  any f u t u r e  book on  A u s t r a l i a n  p r e h i s t o r y .  M . J .  
Rowland has cont r ibuted  weight,  t o  debates  on economic p r e h i s t o r y  .through 
h i s  impressive study of t h e  Keppel I s l ands .  P e t e r  Hiscock and P h i l l i p  
Hughes have s h i f t e d  p r e h i s t o r i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  C a r p e n t a r i a .  The 



C o l l e s s  Creek  s i t e  s h o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  v i t a l  d a t a  t o  s e v e r a l  c r u c i a l  
i s s u e s  of n a t i o n a l  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

Cape York h a s  become t h e  f o c u s  f o r  s e v e r a l  m a j o r  p r o j e c t s .  Percy 
T r e z i s e  con t inues  h i s  long-term recording of rock a r t ,  now a s s i s t e d  by 
teams from Earthwatch. Josephine Flood has been assoc ia ted  wi th  t h i s  
r e sea rch ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  h e r  excavation of the  Green Ant S i t e .  On the  
shores  of  P r i n c e s s  C h a r l o t t e  Bay, an important  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  survey 
of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between sea  l e v e l s  and Aboriginal  s h e l l  mounds has 
been undertaken by John Beaton and geomorphologist John Chappell. 

Queensland r e s e a r c h e r s  have fol lowed t h e  lead of those  g rea t  
ethnographers,  Roth and Thomson, by encouraging d e t a i l e d  inves t iga t ion  
of m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e .  B a r r i e  Reynolds, a t  Townsvil le ,  and P e t e r  Lawr ,  
i n  Brisbane,  have s e t  an encouraging standard of scholarship  i n  an area  
which had been neg lec ted  dur ing t h e  r i s e  of academic anthropology. Most 
i m p o r t a n t l y ,  Lauer's O c c a s i o n a l  P a v e r s  s e r i e s  r e f l e c t s  t h e  i n p u t  of  
Abor ig inal  people and t h e  two-way f low of informat ion  which must become 
t h e  h a l l m a r k  o f  A u s t r a l i a n  A b o r i g i n a l  s t u d i e s  w i t h i n  t h i s  decade and, 
one a n t i c i p a t e s ,  w i t h i n  t h i s  new venture of Q u e e n s l a n d  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
Research. 
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