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INTRODUCTION 

S o m e t i m e s  when r e s e a r c h i n g  a  p r o j e c t ,  o n e  d i s c o v e r s  r e l e v a n t  
unpubl i shed  w r i t t e n  m a t e r i a l .  Recent ly,  w h i l e  r e s e a r c h i n g  t h e  use  of 
t r e e s  and t h e i r  p roduc t s  i n  Abor ig ina l  s o c i e t y  I came a c r o s s  some fad ing  
photographs of  a  manuscr ip t  abou t  A b o r i g i n a l  s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  s o u t h e a s t  
Queensland which d a t e d  t o  1844 (Love 1982:llO-l14). The manuscript  was 
w r i t t e n  by G.K.E. Fa i rholme and i t  i s  a  contemporary d e s c r i p t i v e  account 
o f  some a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  A b o r i g i n a l  s o c i e t i e s  o f  t h e  D a r l i n g  Downs and 
Moreton Bay reg ion .  Often such f i n d s  a r e  s imp ly  noted and pe rhaps ' c i t ed  
i n  p a r t ;  t h e y  a r e  s e l d o m  q u o t e d  i n  f u l l .  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  
d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  r e l e v a n t  t o  o u r  f u l l e r  unders tanding  of Abor ig ina l  l i f e  
i n  S o u t h e a s t  Q u e e n s l a n d  and  t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e c o r d  t h e r e ,  i t  was 
cons ide red  wor thwhi l e  t o  p u b l i s h  a  f u l l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n .  

Thus ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t e x t , u n e d i t e d  s a v e  w h e r e  t e x t u a l  r e s t o r a t i o n  
h a s  been a t t e m p t e d ,  i s  p re sen ted  below. Where f ad ing  and t e x t u a l  damage 
had impai red  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  t e x t  r e c o u r s e  was made t o  o t h e r  p a r t s  
of t h e  t e x t  s o  a s  t o  p r e s e n t  a s  accu ra t e  a  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  a s  possible." 

The a u t h o r  o f  t h i s  1844 a r t i c l e ,  George Knight E r sk ine  Fairholme, 
was  t h e  s e c o n d  s o n  o f  George  F a i r h o m e  a n d  " t h e  Honourab le  C a r o l i n e  
E l i z a b e t h ,  ( she  was t h e  daugh te r  of 1 7 t h  Lord ~ o r b e s ) "  ( ~ e v i t t  1982:l). 
F a i r h o l m e  w a s  "born  i n  1822  was  e d u c a t e d  a t  Rugby Schoo l "  ( ~ e v i t t  
1 9 8 2 : l ) .  He came t o  Sydney i n  1839 a s  a  s e v e n t e e n - y e a r - o l d  u n d e r  t h e  
c a r e  o f  E r n e s t  D a l r y m p l e  and  t h e  Le i th -Hays  b r o t h e r s ,  f a m i l y  f r i e n d s  
f r o m  S c o t l a n d .  T h e i r  p a r t y  o v e r l a n d e d  s h e e p ,  c a t t l e  and  s u p p l y  d r a y s  
f r o m  Guyra t o  t h e  L e s l i e  b r o t h e r s '  40 ,000  ha.  Crown s q u a t t i n g  l e a s e s  
11 Canning Downs" and 'Toolburra"  on t h e  Dar l ing  Downs   vans 1982 :24-29). 
S u b s e - q u e n t l y ,  members  o f  t h e  o v e r l a n d i n g  p a r t y  t h e m s e l v e s  t o o k  up 
s q u a t t i n g  l e a s e s  on  t h e  Dar l ing  Downs. Fa i rholme was i n i t i a l l y  assoc- 
i a t e d  w i t h  "South Toolburra"  (Tulburra)  and l a t e r  w i t h  "Bromelton". 

* Text  r e s t o r a t i o n  appea r s  t h u s  :  el yond; beyond 



George K.E. Fairholme remained i n  A u s t r a l i a  u n t i l  185311854 when h e  
returned t o  Scotland. I n  1857 he marr ied  Baroness Pau l ine  Von P o e l l n i t z  
of F rankenberg  C a s t l e ,  Bavar ia .  They b u i l t  a  h o u s e  i n  A u s t r i a  on Lake 
Constance  and d i v i d e d  t h e i r  l i f e  be tween  t h e r e  and "Old M e l r o s e "  i n  
S c o t l a n d  which F a i r h o l m e  i n h e r i t e d  f rom h i s  u n c l e  who d i e d  i n  1853  
( D e v i t t  1982). He r e t u r n e d  t o  A u s t r a l i a  f o r  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  i n  1859 f o r  
the  purpose of s e l l i n g  "Bromelton" h i s  p roper ty  n e a r  Beaudesert ,  i n  what  
by then had become sou theas t  Queensland r a t h e r  t h a n  New South Wales. 

Dur ing h i s  r e s i d e n c e  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  G.K.E. F a i r h o l m e  n o t  o n l y  
sketched people and p laces  on t h e  Dar l ing  Downs and a t  Moreton Bay ( t h e  
Mitchel l  Library  ho lds  some of t h e s e  sketches) ,  but  a l s o  w r o t e  a r t i c l e s  
abou t  what  he saw i n  t h o s e  p l a c e s .  The P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  Z o o l o g i c a l  
S o c i e t y  of  London f o r  1856 i n c l u d e s  t h r e e  a r t i c l e s  by him. F a i r h o l m e  
a l s o  belonged t o  t h e  Royal Geographical Soc ie ty  . Because p u b l i c a t i o n s  
by t h a t  s o c i e t y  f o r  t h e  period 1850-1860 were i n a c c e s s i b l e  , I was n o t  
a b l e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  he had p u b l i s h e d  o t h e r  A u s t r a l i a n  
a r t i c l e s  through t h a t  Society.  

Unfortunately many of the  Fairholme f a m i l y  papers  were l o s t  dur ing  
t h e  I r i s h  t r o u b l e s  of  1922,  when f i r e  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  F a i r h o l m e  f a m i l y  
r e s i d e n c e  ( ~ e v i t t  1982). 

The a r t i c l e  t r a n s c r i b e d  be low concern ing  t h e  Aborigines of the 
Darling Downs and Moreton Bay was prepared by Fairholme i n  1844 w h i l s t  
a t  'Toolburra" (Tulburra)  southeas t  Queensland. 

"SKETCH OF THE ABORIGINAL INHABITANTS OF NEW SOUTH WALES 
i 

(Ms.by G.K.E. Fa i rho lme ,"Tu lbur ra" ,  Moreton Bay, N.S.W. 1844) 

 he' Aus t ra l i an  Blacks have o f t e n  6 wi th  much t r u t h  been found t h e  
lowest i n  the  s c a l e  of human beings; ,and next  [ ? t o ]  t h e  Af r i can  Bushmen 
I be l i eve  t h a t  they c e r t a i n l y  a r e  so.  el yond t h e i r  pe r sona l  wants 
they have no ca re  whatsoever, having [?no]  thought  of providing f o r  t h e  
f u t u r e ,  b u t  depend ing  e n t i r e l y  on ' t h e i r  d a i l y  h u n t i n g  f o r  t h e i r  d a i l y  
food. Tho- t h i s  may [?seelm t o  be a  very  p r e c a r i o u s  mode of l i v i n g ,  y e t  
I have no [? reas lon  t o  suppose t h a t  they s u f f e r  much from l a c k  of food, 
[?exlcept  i n  such p a r t s  of the  country where w h i t e  men have [ ? g a l i n e d  a  
f o o t i n g  & f rom which  i n  consequence ,  a  g;eat. [?n .umlber  o f '  a n i m a l s  on 
which t h e y  depend f o r  food  a r e  [ ? d r i v ] e n  away - I n  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  o f  
  ore ton Bay and Dar l ing  ( ~ o ) w n s  where most of my obse rva t ions  have been 
made, [ ? t h l e r e  a r e  g r e a t  t r a c t s  o f  s c r u b  o r  b r u s h  ( e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  
[?formler  and o t h e r  un-occupied country) ,  s o  t h a t  t h e i r  ch ie f  ( e x l i s t -  
ence i s  not  i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h  by t h e  whi te s ,  o r  by sheep, and c a t t l e .  Nor 
a r e  t h e .  blacks themselves molested, except  when t h e y  have committed some 
aggression o r  murder, o r  have o the rwise  i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h  t h e  s e t t l e r s .  

The blacks about our  country a r e  g e n e r a l l y  5 f t  8 . inches  i n  s t a t u r e :  
many, however, a r e  t a l l e r  & very s t rong  6 w e l l  made, e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  on 
the  sea coast .  The boys sometimes appear t o  be mere s k e l e t o n s  b u t  they  
f i l l  out  a f t e rwards  considerably.  Thei r  f e a t u r e s ,  a r e  good & very  p leas -  
ing. The men a r e  i n  g e n e r a l - b e t t e r  looking than  t h e  women, t h e i r  com- 
plexion i s  a  c l e a r ,  brown, but they o f t e n  appear d a r k e r  from d u s t  6 from 
t h e i r  f a v o u r i t e  cus tom o f  r u b b i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  f a t  and c h a r c o a l .  
Deformit ies  a r e  r a t h e r  common amongst them, but  mos t ly  from a c c i d e n t s  by 
f a l l s  from t r e e s ,  o r  e l s e  by f i r e .  The men a r e  covered w i t h  t h e  s c a r i -  
f i c a t i o n s  common t o  a l l  t h e  b l a c k s  o f  t h e  c o l o n y ,  when t h e y  r i s e  t o  a 
very l a rge  s i z e ,  they  a r e  very proud bf them. They a r e  made c h i e f l y  on  
t h e  back,  b r e a s t  and s h o u l d e r s .  The membrane o f  t h e  n o s e  i s  p i e r c e d  & 



i n  t h i s  by  way o f  o r n a m e n t  i s  c a r r i e d  ( t h o -  r a r e l y )  a  s p r i t s a i l  y a r d ,  
made o f  t h e  s m a l l  b o n e s  o f  some a n i m a l  & s o m e t i m e s  e v e n  t h e i r  p i p e .  
T h e i r  o rnamen t s  a r e  n o t  numerous & c o n s i s t  of t h e  f o l l o w i n g ,  - a  neck- 
l a c e  of  s m a l l  p o r t i o n s  of s eed ,  c u t  & s t r u n g  ( t h i s  i s  e i t h e r  wound round 
t h e  [ ? n e c l k  o r  i n ' t h e  h a i r )  - a  s m a l l  p i e c e  o f  p e a r l y  s h e l l  hung by a  
s t r i n g  on  t h e  b r e a s t  - t h e  t a i l  of a  n a t i v e  dog t i e d  round t h e  forehead 
? & [ w h i l c h  much improved t h e i r  appearance. Sometimes t h e i r  h a i r  [ ? i s ]  
t i e d  i n  a  kno t  o r  peak behind,  o r  on t h e  top.  When [ ? f u l l ]  d ressed  they  
a r e  smeared o r  s t r i p e d  w i t h  r ed  o r  ye l low (ochl re  mixed w i t h  f a t ,  on t h e  
b r e a s t s ,  t h i g h s  o r  c h e e k s ,  [ ? t h e ]  h a i r  i s  t h e n  o r n a m e n t e d  by s t i c k i n g  
e i t h e r  t h e  s m a l l  r e d  ( f e a l t h e r s  o f  a  p a r r o t  a l l  o v e r  i t ,  o r  p i e c e s  o f  
w h i t e  down, o r  b y  [ ? s t i c k l i n g  t h e  c r i m s o n  t a i l  f e a t h e r s  of  t h e  Macaw 
u p r i g h t  a s  a  h e a d ( d r e ) s s .  They a l s o  g i v e  t h e i r  l i m b s  & body a  much 
c l e a n e r  ( a p p l e a r a n c e  by s i n g e i n g  o f  t h e  h a i r ,  w i t h  s m a l l  l i g h t e d  
[ ? b o u g l h s  o f  p i n e .  They h a v e  a  g r e a t  a v e r s i o n  t o  h a v i n g  t h e i r  h a i r  
( c u l t  imag in ing  t h a t  some e v i l  w i l l  come upon them, t h a t  [ ? s t o l n e s  w i l l  
f a l l  on them f rom t h e  sky - 

The f a v o u r i t e ,  h a u n t s  of  b l acks  a r e  p l a c e s  where c r eeks  & [ ? s c r u l b s  
a r e  b o t h  n e a r  a s  t h i s  e n a b l e s  them mos t  p r o b a b l y  [ ? t o ]  g e t  w a l l a b y  ( a  
k ind  of s m a l l  kangaroo,)  f rom t h e  scrub ,  & w a t e r  & f i s h  from t h e  creek. 
But i n  t h e  summer  when [ ? t h e 8 ]  honey  bee's work ,  t h e y  wander  f a r  f rom 
w a t e r  i n  s e a r c h  of  (ho)ney. I n  o r d i n a r y  f i n e  weather ,  t hey  s l e e p  with-  
o u t  hu t  o r  ( c o h e r i n g ,  except  a  b l anke t  o r  oppossum c loak  & w i t h  a  s m a l l  
[ ? f i r l e  c l o s e  t o  them. On t h e  a p p r o a c h  o f  r a i n ,  o r  i n  c o l d  windy 
( w l e a t h e r ,  t h e y  s t r i p  s h e e t s  o f  b a r k ,  & make a  s l o p i n g  h u t , . , w i t h  t h e  
o p e n  s i d e  t o  l e e w a r d ,  & t h e i r  s m a l l  f i r e  i n  f r o n t .  T h i s  h u t ,  l i k e  a  
Dutch oven, c o l l e c t s  t h e  h e a t ,  & throws i t  on them. I n  ca se  of a  change 
o f  w i n d ,  t h e  w h o l e  a f f a i r  i s  v e r y  e a s i l y  s h i f t e d .  I h a v e  s e e n  8 o r  9 
h u t s ,  a l l  f a c i n g  d i f f e r e n t  ways, when I presume, t h e  b l acks  had expected 
some enemy. 

I n  f r o s t y  w e a t h e r ,  t h e  b a r k  w i l l  n o t  e a s i l y  come o f f  t h e  t r e e s  & 
t h e y  a r e  t h e n  o b l i g e d  t o  make a  f r a m e  o f  s t i c k s  & t o  u s e  r e e d s ,  l e a v e s  
o r  s m a l l  f r a g m e n t s  of  bark ,  t o  cover  i t .  The n a t i v e s  a r e  ve ry  dexterous  
i n  s t r i p p i n g  b a r k ;  t h e  s h e e t s  o f  i t  a r e  f r o m  4 t o  7 f e e t  h i g h  & f rom 2 
t o  5 f e e t  wide ,  b u t  by w h i t e  people,  t h e  s m a l l e r  s h e e t s  a r e  r e j e c t e d  f o r  
h u t s .  The b a r k  o f  t h e  Box o r  o t h e r  s t r i n g y  b a r k e d  t r e e s  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  
t h e  b e s t .  

The n a t i v e s  d e l i g h t  i n  a n  atmosphere of  smoke. A f a m i l y  g e n e r a l l y  
s h a r e  one h u t ,  w h i l e  t h e  young men s l e e p  a p a r t  & i n  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  
camp. They  a l l  s l e e p . r o l l e d  up l i k e  h e d g e h o g s ,  s o  t h a t  a  v e r y  s m a l l  
b l a n k e t  w i l l  c o v e r  t hem w h i , l e  s l e e p i n g .  They l i e  down a f t e r  sundown 
u n l e ( s ) s  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  e x c i t e d  by a  C o r r o b o r e e  o r  e x t r a  f e e d  o f  b e e f .  
They r i s e  e a r l y  & d i s p e r s e  i n  p a r t i e s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n s  i n  search  
o f  f o o d .  I f  o n  t h e  mo-ire, t h e y  a l l  m e e t  a t  sundown by a p p o i n t m e n t .  I n  
s t a r t i n g  t h e y  e a c h  c a r r y  a  s m a l l  f  i r e s t i c k  w i t h  wh ich  t o  warm t h e i r  
[ ? b o d ] i e s ,  t i l l  t h e  h e a t  of t h e  sun increases .-  

Cloaks a r e  u sed  by t h e  men o n l y  a t  n i g h t ,  bu t  t h e  (wolrnen wear them 
a l l  d a y ,  e x c e p t  i n  v e r y  warm w e a t h e r .  [ ? ~ h e l y  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  made o f  
oppossum s k i n s ;  b u t  s o m e t i m e s  ( o f )  k a n g a r o o  o r  w a l l a b y  s k i n s .  Some 
t r i b e s  a r e  t o  i n d o l e n t  ( t o )  k e e p  t h e i r  s k i n s  & depend on g e t t i n g  c l o a k s  
f r o m  t h o s  ( n a l t i v e s  who make them,  by b a r t e r .  Each s k i n  i s  s o f t e n e d  & 
rendered  p l i a b l e  by t i n e s  o r  fu r rows ,  which o p e r a t i o n  i s  (pe)rformed by 
d o u b l i n g  t h e  s k i n  & s c r a p i n g  t h e  edge  w i t h  [ ? a ]  s h e l l  o r  k n i f e .  The 
s k i n s  a r e  sewn t o g e t h e r  w i t h  ( s i l news  of kangaroo t a i l .  

The b l a c k s  a r e  i n  t h e  h a b i t  o f  c a r r y i n g  f i r e  w i t h  them [ ? a t ]  a l l  
t i m e s ,  b u t  i f  t h e y  h a v e  i t  n o t ,  i t  i s  a l w a y s  i n  t h e i r  t o  g e t  i t  



w i t h  t h e  s t a l k  o f  t h e  g r a s s  t r e e .  ' A p i e c e  ( o ) f  t h i s  s t a l k ,  w h i c h  i s  
very dry and spongy i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  i s  taken about  a  f o o t  long. I n  t h e  
mid-dle of t h i s ,  a  hole  ( i ) s  cut .  This  p iece  i s  p laced  on t h e  ground, 6 .  
held.down ( b l y  t h e  f e e t .  Ano the r  p o r t i o n  of  s t i c k ,  p o i n t e d ,  i s  p l a c e d  
i n  t h i s  hole  & qu ick ly  turned between t h e  palms of t h e  hands. A l i t t l e  
charcoal  powder. being added, t h e  dus t  (sloon ca tches  f i r e  from f r i c t i o n  
and f a l l s  on a smal l  heap [ ? o f ]  s t r i n g y  bark p laced below i t ,  which i s  
blown i n t o  a (f)lame.- 

I n  some p a r t s  of N.S. Wales; b lacks  have an o b j e c t i o n  t o  camping i n  
one spot  f o r  more than one n ight .  When t h e  camp i s  s h i f t e d  t h e  g i n s  o l d  
& young, have t o  c a r r y  a l l  t h e  proper ty ,  [?andl  when loaded,  p r e s e n t  t h e  
most r i d i c u l o u s  f i g u r e  poss ib le .  A s t r a n g e r  see ing  5 o r  6 loaded g i n s  
coming towards him, would be somewhat puzzled t o ,  make ou t  of what t h e y  
c o n s i s t e d .  ' T h e i r  l e g s  a r e  o f t e n  so  t h i n  & t h e i r  l o a d  s o  l a r g e ,  t h a t  
t h e y  look l i k e  g r e a t  moving h e a p s  o f  s k i n s  & r u b b i s h  s u p p o r t e d  by two  
s t i c k s .  T h e i r  p r o p e r t y  c o n s i s t s  - 1 s t  o f  a  number o f  n e t s  made o f  
s t r i n g y  b a r k  c a l l e d  c u r r a j o n g  & a b o u t  t h e  s i z e  o f  a  s e a  f i s h i n g  l i n e .  
The s t r i n g  i s  two s t randed & i s  made very  quickly  w i t h  t h e  palm of t h e  
r i g h t  hand on t h e  th igh  by being twis t ed  o r  r a t h e r  r o l l e d .  - (The meshes 
o f  t h e i r  n e t s  a r e  about 4 inches square E t he  n e t s  a r e  from 20 t o  40 yds 
long, & when staked o u t ,  a r e  3'12 f e e t  high. They a r e  used f o r  c a t c h i n g  
wallaby, being placed along t h e  edges of pa tches  of sc rub ,  known t o  be 
f u l l  of  t h e s e  a n i m a l s .  Some of t h e  b l a c k s  w a t c h  b e h i n d  t h e  n e t s ,  & 
s p e a r  t h e  w a l l a b y ,  a s  t h e y  r e a c h  t h e  n e t .  I f  t h e y  m i s s ,  t h e  a n i m a l  
t u r n s  & t r i e s  t o  g e t  o u t  somewhere e l s e ,  b e i n g  b e a t  up by t h e  o t h e r  
blacks. ) 

2d A number of coolimons o r  wa te r  buckets.  These a r e  a l l  shapes 
and s i z e s  being t h e  knobs o r  excrescences of t r e e s  ( c u l t  o f f  & hollowed 
by f i r e .  Some w i l l  hold 2 g a l l o n s  of (waiter & a r e  v e r y  t h i n  and l i g h t .  
Any smal l  crack o r  hole  ( i ) s  f i l l e d  up w i t h  a s o r t  of r e s i n o u s  gum, much 
used by ( a l l 1  t h e  b lacks  & which I s h a l l  d e s c r i b e  he rea f t e r . -  

3d The b l a n k e t s ,  c l o a k s ,  o l d  s h i r t s  & c ,  a l l  v e r y  v a l u a b l e  - 
property.- 

4 th  The *grubbing s t i c k s ,  t h e  p o i n t s  of which a r e  sharp  & hardened - 
by f i r e ,  f o r  t h e  purpose of grubbing i n  t h e  s o f t  loam of t h e  swamps f o r  
wi ld  yam's, & a g r e a t  v a r i e t y  of o t h e r  r o o t s  e a t e n  by t h e  blacks.- 

5 t h  A l l  t h e  s p e a r s ,  boomerangs,  w a d d i e s ,  tomahawks,  & o t h e r  - 
u t e n s i l s  except those t h a t  t h e  men a r e  ca r ry ing  f o r  p r e s e n t  use. 

6 t h  A number o f  s m a l l  n e t s ,  o r  n e t  b a g s  c o n t a i n i n g  a ' v a r i e t y  o f  - 
a r t i c l e s  such a s  a p iece  of red & yellow ochre ,  [ ? b a l l l s  of s t r i n g ,  o l d  
p i p e s  & p i e c e s  o f  t o b a c c o ,  bones  made [ ? i n ]  t o  t h i n  n e e d l e s  o r  o t h e r  
mar l in  sp ikes  f o r  sewing:- (clharms c o n s i s t i n g  of rock c r y s t a l s  w i t h  a 
quant i ty  of s t r i n g  [ r o ? ] l l e d  round them.- da,  de ,  da. - 

7 th  Perhaps a c h i l d  borne on t h e  shoulders  above a l l  t h i s  load. - 
The only d ress  worn by t h e  women bes ides  t h e  opossum cloak o r  blan- 

k e t  i s  a  g i r d l e  made o f  opossum h a i r  s t r i n g ,  f r o m  t h e  f r o n t  o f  w h i c h  
hang a number o f  p i e c e s  o f  t h e  same s o r t  o f  s t r i n g .  T h i s  i s  o n l y  worn 
by the  yo'ung g i r l s  before  marriage. 

The blacks i n  a l l  t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  country a r e  ignoran t  of t h e  u s e  
of t h e  Wommerah, o r  " th rowing  s t i c k "  w i t h  which  t h e  b l a c k s  down t h e  
c o u n t r y  can  th row t h e  s p e a r  s o  w e l l .  Our b l a c k s  h o l d  t h e  s p e a r  i n  t h e  
m i d d l e  j a v e l i n  f a s h i o n .  The most  f o r m i d a b l e  s p e a r  i s  t h e  r o u g h  and 
a p p a r e n t l y  t e m p o r a r y  one ,  w i t h  which  t h e y  s p e a r  c a t t l e .  T h e i r  f u l l  
d ress  o r  war, spea r s  a r e  sometimes made 1 6 f t  of rosewood and smoothed 
and hardened by f i r e .  



The w e l l  known power t h a t  t h e  b l a c k s  p o s s e s s ,  o f  t h r o w i n g  t h e  
Boomerang t o  r e t u r n  t o  them, i s  of no use  t o  them, but merely an amuse- 
ment. When us ing  t h e  Boomerang f o r  aggression,  they throw it along the  
ground w i t h  prodigous f o r c e ,  making it, re:bound o f f  the  ground agains t  
t h e  o b j e c t .  t h e  o l d  fashioned s t o n e  tomahawk i s  seldom seen now being 
e n t i r e l y  s u p e r c e d e d  by i r o n  o n e s ,  o r  by f r a g m e n t s  of  i r o n  wedges made 
i n t o  h a t c h e t s  w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  of t h e  gum, without  which t h e  blacks 
would b e  a t  a  g r e a t  l o ( s s ) ,  f o r  many r e a s o n s .  T h i s  (gu)m i s  v e r y  t e n a -  
c i o u s  and  i n s o l u b l e  i n  w a t e r .  I t  i s  found [ ? i n ]  l a r g e  masses  on some 
s p e c i e s  of  Eucalyptus. To make [ ? a ]  handle f o r  a  wedge, they bend 2 o r  
3 p i e c e s  of  some [?boulgh over t h e  b u t t  & cover t h e  whole of t h e  
t h a t  j o i n s  t h e  i ron ,  w i t h  t h i s  gum. To the  (blalck t h e  tomahawk i s  the  
most u s e f u l  of a l l  h i s  im(p1e)ments f o r  most of h i s  food i s  found i n  the  
h o l l o w s  ( o f )  t r e e s .  I f  i t  be  an a n i m a l  he  must  make a  h o l e  [ ? r i g l h t  
t h r o u g h  t h e  h a r d  t i m b e r  t o  g e t  a t  i t  a f t e r  h a v i n g  ( a s l c e r t a i n e d  where 
t h e  a n i m a l  i s .  F o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e ,  he  ( p r e l f e r s  a  h a t c h e t  w i t h  a  t h i c k  
round & wedge l i k e  p o i n t ,  ( s e t l t i n g  no value on our broad f l a t  hatchets .  
The tomahawk ( i s )  of course  used f o r  c u t t i n g  t h e  notches used f o r  climb- 
i n g ,  w h i c h  ( i s )  done v e r y  q u i c k l y ,  b u t  t h e  c l i m b i n g  by t h e  v i n e  i s  a  
(mulch e a s i e r  & more r a p i d  p r o c e s s  & must ,  I t h i n k ,  be  ( p e l c u l i a r  t o  
t h e s e  d i s - t r i c t s .  The c l i m b i n g  v i n e  i s  a  p i e c e  ( o f )  one  o f  t h e  s t r o n g  
r o p e  l i k e  l i a n e s  t h a t  abound i n  a l l  ( t h ) e  b u s h e s ,  abou t  10  o r  1 2  f e e t  
l o n g  - o n e  end h a s  a  [ ? b l a g  woven o r  h o i s t e d  on i t .  The o t h e r  i s  l e f t  
p l a i n ,  ( s o )  a s  t o  b e  h e l d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  t r e e  t o  be 
(en )compassed .  F o r  c l i m b i n g  t h e  v i n e  i s  p a s s e d  round ( t ) h e  t r e e  & one 
end h e l d  i n  e a c h  hand. The body ( i s )  now th rown back & t h e  f e e t  be ing  
a g a i n s t  t h e  t r e e  a t  e v e r y  s t e p  t h e  v i n e  i s  j e r k e d  h i g h e r .  I f  a b l a c k  
w i s h e s  t o  c u t  a  h o l e  i n  t h e  t r e e  he  p l a c e s  t h e  p l a i n  end of  the .  v i n e  
u n d e r  h i s  k n e e  & by d o u b l i n g  t h a t  j o i n t  can  r e m a i n  r e s t i n g  on one l e g ,  
h o l d i n g  by t h e  o t h e r  & one hand.- With  t h e  o t h e r  hand,  he p u l l s  h i s  
tomahawk from h i s  w a i s t  band, o r  h i s  head and c u t s ,  a s  he r equ i res ,  i n t o  
t h e  t r e e .  The v i n e  can be much used on ly  on those  t r e e s  t h a t  a r e  c l e a r  
o f  b r a n c h e s ,  t h o -  s o m e t i m e s  i t  i s  p a s s e d  round a  b r a n c h ,  & used above 
i t .  F o r  c l i m b i n g  i r o n  b a r k  t r e e s ,  t h e  s u r f a c e  of  which i s  i n  rough 
r i d g e s ,  a f f o r d i n g  s u p p o r t  b o t h  t o  f o o t  & hand,  t h e  b l a c k  r e q u i r e s  no 
a s s i s t a n c e  e i t h e r  from v i n e  o r  ha tche t .  

S c a r c e l y  'a t r e e  i n  t h e  bush of N.S.W.is e n t i r e l y  f r e e  from hollows. 
The m a i n  b o l e  o f  a l m o s t  a l l  t r e e s  i s  more o r  l e s s  ho l lowed  o u t , - i n  t h e  
f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  from t h e  r o o t  upwards by t e r m i t e s  & a l s o  by another  s o r t  
of bor ing  ant .  These t e r m i t e s  form c e l l s  of e a r t h y  mat t e r  r i g h t  through 
t h e s e  e x c a v a t i o n s ,  b u t  a s  t h e  w e a t h e r  i s  a d m i t t e d  f rom above (by t h e  
fo l lowing  means) they  r e t r e a t  & t h e  hollows a r e  taken possession of by 
opossums b e e s ]  & b i r d s .  The upper  h o l l o w s  a,re  made by dead 
bra(nches)  (bre)aking & t hus  admi t t ing  t h e  r a i n  which g radua l ly  [?makes 
i t s  way t o ]  i t s  c e n t r e  (an i n j u r y  which i n  G t  B r i t a i n  [ ? i t  i s  necessary]  
t o  guard a g a i n s t  where t r e e s  a r e  s o  valuable.) The dead branches t h a t  
have  f a l l e n  a r e  o f t e n  found t o  have  been k i l l e d  by t h e  o f  a  
s p e c i e s  of  Locust. These grubs e a t  upwards i n t o  t h e  h e a r t  of the  wood 
t i l l  t h e i r  excavat ions  enable t h e  f i r s t  winds t o  break o f f  t h e  branch. 
A b l a c k  on  s e e i n g  a  b r a n c h  f r e s h l y  blown down, w i l l  go up t o  i t  & soon 
d i scover  a  grub a t  t h e  broken end. These grubs a r e  considered de l i c ious  
e a t i n g ,  even by some whi te  people. 

The hol lows i n  many of t h e  s m a l l e r  branches, a r e  o f t e n  taken pos- 
s e s s i o n  of  by honey bees. These a r e  very s i m i l a r  t o  our house f l y ,  & do 
n o t  s t i n g .  The summer i s  t h e  s e a s o n  f o r  honey by which t i m e  t h e  bees  
have c o l l e c t e d  t h e i r  s t o r e  f o r  t h e  winter .  I n  e a r l y  sp r ing  t h e  blacks 



seeing bees a t  work do no t  meddle w i t h  them, knowing t h a t  probably t h e  
n e s t  i s  n o t  f i l l e d  enough t o  be  w o r t h  t a k i n g  - T h e s e  n e s t s  s o m e t i m e s  
occupy many f e e t  o f  a  h o l l o w  b r a n c h ,  which  w i l l  b e  r o u n d  f i l l e d  w i t h  
honey. The b l a c k s  p e r c e i v e  t h e  b e e s  g o i n g  i n  :and o u t ,  a t  a  h e i g h t  a t  
which few whi te  men wo(u1)d s e e  them. He then m&nts t h e  t r e e  6 c u t t i n g  
the 'whole branch o f f ,  l e t s  i t  f a l l  t o  t h e  ground where i t s  c o n t e n t s  a r e  
(sharled wi th  h i s  companions. . b 

I To [ ? f i l n d  t h e  opossum t h e  b l a c k s  i n s p e c t  t h e  b o l e  o f  t h e  t r e e  & 
tho- i t  may be covered wi th  t h e  s c r a t c h e s  of opossum c laws ,  ye t  they can 
almost t e l l  t o  a  c e r t a i n t y  whether t h e  animal  has descended o r  not.  I f  
no t ,  ,he i s  found ' i n  some hollow i n  t h e  t r e e .  The acu teness  of b lacks  i n  
t h i s  & e v e r y  o t h e r  k i n d  o f  t r a c k i n q  i s  i n c r e d i b l e  & f a r  s u r p a s s e s  a n y  
account we have of t h e  powers, of t h e  American Ind ians  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  

The f o r e s t  Kangaroo & t h e  Emu, a r e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  s e l d o m  o b t a i n e d  by 
t h e  b l a c k s .  The t i m e  a n d ~ t r o u b l e  o f  s t a l k i n g  them,  o r  w a t c h i n g  f o r  
them, i s*  too g r e a t ,  a s  a t  t h e  same t ime  o t h e r  food can be procured much 
more e a s i l y .  The .Wallaby o r  Kangaroo r a t ,  i s  however k i l l e d  i n  immense 
num-bers. I t  i s  a  s m a l l  Kangaroo which  i n h a b i t s  t h e  h o l l o w s  o f  l o g s .  
Bandi-coots ,  f i s h ,  mud-mussels ,  g u a n a s ,  Emu & o t h e r  e g g s ,  s n a k e s  & 
grubs, a l l  form' food f o r  t h e  blacks. They show much s a g a c i t y  i n  f i n d i n g  
the  l a t t e r .  FOP ins tance ,  they w i l l  pe rce ive  a ve ry  s l i g h t  t u r n i n g  i n  
the  leaves of a  sap l ing  which a  whi te  man would f a i l  t o  n o t i c e .  .Knowing 
t h e  c a u s e  o f t t h i s  a  b l a c k  w i l l  g i v e  t h e  s a p l i n g  a  s m a r t  push  when i t  
i n s t a n t l y  breaks, '  d iscover ing  a  grub a t  t h e  f r a c t u r e d  p a r t .  The women 
a r e  much employed in. digging f o r  va r ious  k inds  of r o o t s  i n  t h e  swamps. 

Thei'r s t y l e  of cooking i s  ve ry  simple. The opossum. i s  [ ? a c t u l a l l y  
plucked l i k e  a fowl  be fo re .be ing  cooked, as' t h e  h a i r  [ ? i s ]  found t o  come 
o f f  v e r y  e a s i l y  - I t  i s  t h e n  s c o r c h e d  i n  [ ? t h e ] - f i r e .  Wi th  a  l a r g e  
Kangaroo they f i n d  i t  necessary  . t o  (he)at  s t o n e s  which a r e  pu t  i n t o  t h e  
i n t e r i o r  of the  body.   he cobbora i s  considered  a  g r e a t  de l icacy.  It 
i s  only  found [ ? i n ]  s a l t  o r  b rack i sh  wa te r ,  i n  which v e r y  few s o r t s  of  
t i m b e r  [ ? c a n ]  be  used  f o r  w h a r f s  & c ,  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  i n - t i m e  d e s t r o y e d  
(by) it.' It i s  a  long whi te  worm, w i t h  a  s m a l l  b i v a l v e  s h e l l  [ ? a t ]  one 
e x t r e m i t y .  With t h i s  b o r i n g  a p p a r a t u s  i t  e a t s  t h e  t i m b e r s  [ ? t h r l o  i n  
every d i rec t ion .  I t  i s  of t h e  genus (blank space h e r e  - *Love.) .(w)hich 
i s  found a l s o  t o  bore i n t o  t h e  Por t land Stone i n  (E)ngland.- 

L i k e  most c o l o u r e d  p e o p l e ,  t h e  b l a c k s  t a k e  t o  smoking  f rom t h e i r  
childhood. As y e t  . they  have n o t  taken t o  (po l t en t  s p i r i t s  but  no doubt 
i n  many. y e a r s ,  many of  ( th )em w i l l  f a l l * v i c t i m s  t o  i t s  p e r n i c i o u s  
e f f e c t s .  ' 'L 

I have  been s o  o f t e n  a s s u r e d  by t h e  b l a c k s  t h e m s e l v e s  t h a t  
[ ? c a n l n i b a l i s m  e x i s t s  among them,  t h a t  I s h o u l d  h a v e  no d o u b t  of  i t ,  
even i f  I ' had  no o t h e r  e v i d e n c e .  B u t ' a l l  ( w l h i t e  men who have  b e e n  
b rough t  i n  a f t e r  many ( y e a l r s  r e s i d e n c e  among them,  d e s c r i b e  t h e  m o s t  
horr id  [ ? p r a c t i s l e s '  of anthropophagism. The b lacks  a r e  n o t  accused of 
murder ing  i n  c o l d  b lood  f o r  t h e  s a k e  of  p r o c u r i n g  t h e  v i c t i m ' s  f l e s h ,  
b u t  t h e y  e a t  t h o s e  who a r e  k i l l e d  i n  b a t t l e  & o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  some who 
d i e .  The young men deny t h a t  t h e y  now j o i n  i n  t h e s e  f e a s t s ,  b u t  s a y  
t h a t  the  o ld  men d e l i g h t  i n  them. Some'victims, however, a r e  n o t  e a t e n  
b u t  a r e  b u r i e d  i n  v a r i o u s  ways. Somet imes  t h e  body i s  hung up i n  a  
t r e e ,  o r  on a  s h e e t  o f  b a r k  b e t w e e n  two t r e e s ;  s o m e t i m e s  i t  i s  b u r i e d  
upr ight  i n  the  ground, t h e  head uppermost. The mounds t h a t  cover bod ies  
have been o f t e n  p o i n t e d  o u t  t o  me by b l a c k s .  The b o n e s  o f  some b o d i e s  
t h a t  have been 'ea ten ,  a r e  pu t  i n t o  a  d i l l y  & passed from t r i b e  t o  t r i b e .  
These d i l l i e s '  a r e  bags of a l l  s i z e s ,  ve ry  b e a u t i f u l l y  p l a i t e d  of a  k i n d  
of s t rong  g rass  and a r e  a l s o  used f o r  ca r ry ing  p r o v i s i o n s  &c.- 



A s  t o  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  b l a c k s ,  i t  i s  w e l l  known t h a t  i t  v a r i e s  
i n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of  t h e  country. [?1nl  these  d i s t r i c t s   oreto ton gay) 
t h e  language of each t r i b e  50 o r  70 m i l e s  a p a r t ,  i s  very d i f f e r e n t ,  but 
on  m e e t i n g  t h e y  h a v e  a  l a n g u a g e  i n  common, a  f a c t  of  which  I have been 
assu red  by t h e  n a t i v e s  themselves. There i s  a  s o r t  of g ibber i sh  spoken 
t o  t h e  b l a c k s  by t h e  l o w e r  o r d e r s  of  p e o p l e  which [ ? c o n s i s t s ]  of some 
words  f r o m  b l a c k s  f a r  down t h e  c o u n t r y  and o t h e r  ( w o l r d s  of  c o r r u p t e d  
E n g l i s h .  The men t h i n k  t h i s  i s  black's ( l a n l g u a g e ,  & no doubt  t h e  
b l a c k s  c o n s i d e r  i t  a s  o u r  l anguage!  The l a n g u a g e  of  a l l  our b l a c k s ,  
i n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  h a r s h ,  ( g u l t t e r a l  & u n m u s i c a l ,  a r e  a s  g r a c e f u l  & e l e -  
g a n t  when f l u e n t l y  ( s l p o k e n  a s  any l anguage  I have  e v e r  h e a r d  n o t  
except ing  our  (mlost l i q u i d  European tongues. 

THE KANGAROO 

The F o r e s t  Kangaroo & t h e  Red Kangaroo a r e  found i n  t h e  (o)pen 
f o r e s t  o n l y  & never f r equen t  scrubs except when hard  ( p h e s s e d  by dogs. 
The f e m a l e  w i l l  r u n  f a r  w i t h  a  young one  [ ? a b o u l t  t h e  s i z e  of  a  r a b b i t  
i n  h e r  pouch & w i l l  o n l y  d r o p  i t  when [ ? t h e ]  dogs  a r e  g a i n i n g  r a p i d l y  
upon h e r .  T h i s  0 ~ e r a t i 0 . n  i s  p e r ( f o r ) m e d  by g i v i n g  h e r  body a  sudden 
j e r k  sideways when t h e  (y)oung one is  s a f e l y  deposi ted  ( o h  some grassy 
s p o t ,  o r  (amlong ( b u l s h e s ,  o r  i n  any p l a c e  where  t h e  c a u t i o u s  mother  
t h i n k s  he i s  most l i k e l y  t o  escape t h e  eye of h e r  pursuers.  The ( ~ I a c r o -  
pus o r  F o r e s t  Kangaroo i s  a  ve ry  formidable adversary [ ? f o r ]  two power- 
f u l  dogs. The male o r  Old Man w i l l  seldom [?go] f a r  but  w i l l  e i t h e r  go 
t o  bay i n  some dry  waterhole  o r  a g a i n s t  a  bank o r  perhaps t ake  t o  water  
i f  any  i s  a t  hand. Whi le  a t  bay he s t a n d s  i n  an  a t t i t u d e  o f  de fence  
every  now and then p u t t i n g  h i s  hands down & snatching a t  t h e  dogs t ry ing  
t o  g e t  them i n t o  h i s  e m b r a c e ,  when i f  he  succeeded  he  would i n s t a n t l y  
r i p  them up, w i t h  h i s  powerful  middle claw of h i s  hind foot .  He has,  i n  
h i s . f a c e ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e  s u c h  a  vacancy  & want o f  a n i m a t i o n  a s  t o  appear  
a l m o s t  r i d i c u - l o u s  & I h a v e  o f t e n  f e l t  i n c l i n e d  t o  l a u g h  a t  h im,  b u t  a  
n e a r e r  approach put  a l l  such ideas  t o  f l i g h t ,  f o r  he w i l l  always leave 
t h e  dogs  u n - n o t i c e d  t o  make a t  a  human b'eing. When i n  t h e  w a t e r ,  t h e y  
a l s o  make a  formidable  r e s i s t a n c e ,  e i t h e r  by r ipp ing  t h e  dogs wi th  the  
h ind claw, o r  by c o n t i n u a l l y  s inking them wi th  t h e  forepaws. I n  e i t h e r  
of t h e s e  cases ,  t h e  dogs g e n e r a l l y  r e q u i r e  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  of a  man, but 
when they  over-take him whi le  running & overthrow him by jumping a t  h i s  
t h r o a t ,  he i s  more e a s i l y  k i l l e d  by them, tho- n o t  without  a  very severe 
s t r u g g l e .  The f e m a l e  i s  g e n e r a l l y  k i l l e d  w h i l e  t h u s  r u n n i n g ;  & from 
t h e i r  g r e a t  speed, they  a r e  commonly c a l l e d  "Flyers1'.- 

Any of t h e  Kangaroo t r i b e  a r e  e a s i l y  reared  and tamed. I have kept 
a  young one i n  a  f l a n n e l  bag t i l l  i t  was ab le  t o  jump about. On placing 
h i s  head n e a r  t h e  en t rance  [ ? h e ]  would i n s t a n t l y  d ive  i n ,  head foremost,  
t u r n i n g  on h i s  back.  The f l e s h  o f  t h e  Kangaroo i s  r a t h e r  c o a r s e  and 
t a s t e l e s s ,  (havling no v e s i t g e  of f a t  on any p a r t .  The Fores t  Kangaroo 
[ ? t r a v e ] l s  i n  t r o o p s  o f  f r o m  3 t o  10 o r  12. They a r e  v e r y  [ ? s h a r l p  
s i g h t e d .  I n  l e a p i n g  o r  jumping,  t h e  t a i l  d o e s  n o t  t o u c h  ( t h e )  ground 
b u t  w h i l e  s t a n d i n g  e r e c t ,  t h e y  u s e  i t  a s  a  ( s u p ) ~ o r t .  The s k i n  makes 
v e r y  good t h i n  l e a t h e r  & i s  much ( u s l e d  i n  t h i s  co lony .  The s i n e w s  of 
t h e  t a i l  a r e  v e r y  [ ? s t r o n g ]  & numerous and a r e  used  by t h e  b l a c k s  f o r  
sewing [ ? t o g e t h e r ]  t h e  s k i n s  of t h e  opossum. 

(G.K.E. Fairholme 
A u s t r a l i a  1844.-1" 



SUMMARY 

George K.E. F a i r h o l m e  shows more t h a n E a  p a s s s i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  
l and  t o  which he  came i n  1839. The A b o r i g i n a l  p e o p l e  h e  saw w e r e  
d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  land acqu i r ing  B r i t i s h  s e t t l e r s  t h e n  spreading n o r t h -  
ward along t o  t h e  Aus t ra l i an  e a s t  coas t .  H i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  Abor- 
ig ines  appears t o  be p a r t l y  influenced by t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  Engl ish  though t  
which placed human beings on a comparat ive u n i l i n e a l  s c a l e  of c u l t u r a l  
ache ivement .  Yet  he  r e c o g n i s e d  t h e  u n i q u e n e s s  o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  
A b o r i g i n a l  way o f  l i f e .  He n o t e s  t h a t  a l c o h o l  may become a f u t u r e  
problem! He observes t h e i r  t e c h n i c a l  a b i l i t y ,  t h e  g race  and e legance  of 
t h e i r  languages and t h e i r  genera l  adapt a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  land- 
scape. 

He r e f e r s  t o  t h e  animals of t h e  c o n t i n e n t  comparing them w i t h  t h o s e  
of t h e  Old World. He sees  them a s  being d i f f e r e n t  and ye t  u s e f u l  t o  t h e  
hun te r lga the re r s  of Aus t ra l i a .  

From t h e  m a t e r i a l  a v a i l a b l e  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  F a i r h o l m e  w r o t e ,  
sketched and pain ted  a v a r i e t y  of s u b j e c t s  based on h i s  h i s  A u s t r a l i a n  
o b s e r v a t i o n s .  The q u a l i t y  i s  s u c h  t h a t  I c a n  o n l y  echo  t h e  h o p e  
expressed by M r .  I an  Fairholme (1982) t h a t  perhaps o t h e r  such d i scover -  
i e s  a s  t h e  above w i l l ' b e  made and p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  ( ~ a i r h o l m e  
1982). 
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